
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 13 September 2017 

#Makeachoiceyouwontregret 

Townsville Catholic Education Senior Social Worker, Jennifer Blackshaw oversees student protection 
in our schools. 

A remarkable campaign called, #makeachoiceyouwontregret is being launched in early Term 4, 
which talks about the inappropriate use of social media.  

While Townsville Catholic Education ensures that all students participate in cyber safety awareness 
workshops, with cyber experts regularly invited to schools to caution students of the dangers of the 
online world, Jennifer believes that the majority of young people make responsible choices and can 
influence their peers in a positive way.  

“The campaign came from listening to students and recognising that they are a powerful voice and 
there is an untapped wisdom in the voices of our young people,” Jennifer said. 

“There are instances of students who may make a poor decision while online, however, with support 
and education, as well as the wisdom of older peers, we can contribute to enhancing their 
awareness of the consequences of inappropriate behaviour and decisions online.” 

Ms Blackshaw approached schools and engaged with secondary students who believe they had 
advice and experience to offer, or who were keen to share what they know about keeping 
themselves, and others, safe online.  

Townsville Catholic Education was committed to having the project be driven by the students and 
provided the space and concept, while the students came up with the content and ideas. 

“I was blown away by the insights these students could offer. They had some really practical and 
helpful ideas about supporting their peers. Some of their comments demonstrated incredible 
maturity and a genuine willingness to ensure that other students knew that they had choices” 
Jennifer said. 

“They also offered reassurance to those students who may have made some error in judgements, 
and reminded them that we can all learn from our mistakes and continue to develop ourselves in to 
the best person we can be.”  

The project initially set out to develop one short video clip focusing on keeping safe online, but 
ended up morphing in to a series of four short video clips, due to the incredible content the students 
contributed. 



 

All four films will be launched during Term 4 at all Catholic schools in the Townsville Diocese and 
there are already ideas for further projects similar to this with Jennifer stating that the students’ 
energy was incredible which made her realise that they have so much to share that has the potential 
to really make a difference.  

Students were from St Margaret Mary's College – Hyde Park, Ryan Catholic College- Kirwan, St 
Anthony's Catholic College- Deeragun and Southern Cross Catholic College- Annandale. 

 

 

Jennifer Blackshaw with Ryan Catholic College students, Tarryn Pilchowski, Talia Hood and Emma Naumann 

 

ENDS 

For further information, please contact Karolien Kern on 4773 0970 or kkern@tsv.catholic.edu.au  
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