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Ryan Catholic College – Thinking Science 
 
Townsville’s largest Catholic school, Ryan Catholic College has implemented a special 
Science Curriculum program in the Middle School called Thinking Science. 
 
The program is an evidence-based, two-year intervention program for Year 7 and 8 students 
consisting of 30 lessons designed to accelerate students’ cognitive function. It aims to 
develop students’ general thinking ability with benefits, not only in Science, but across all 
curriculum areas.  
 
As well as improving cognitive ability, Thinking Science allows students to gain an 
appreciation for the wonders of science, a practical understanding of concrete concepts and 
improve confidence and participation. 
 
The College has been working with an international consultant, Tim Smith who visited Ryan 
Catholic College last week.  
 
Tim is director of Cognitive Architecture, an education consultancy focused on learning 
more about evidence-based practice in education. A physics graduate from Swansea 
University, Tim also holds postgraduate qualifications from Cambridge University and the 
Institute of Education in London. He has held positions of leadership in schools and has 
advised on policy and curriculum reform in science education. Having moved to Australia in 
2008, Tim is the coordinator of Thinking Science in Queensland and is currently living in 
Townsville.  
 
Thinking Science lessons are usually delivered over two years when students are between 
the ages of 11 and 13. After two years, testing has been conducted and data has been 
collected with the results being very good. Ryan Catholic College’s Curriculum Leader for 
Science in the Middle School, Mr Daryl Bathe said that Tim Smith believes the College’s 
results are some of the best results he has seen for this program. 
 
“The Thinking Science program will continue to run at Ryan Catholic College indefinitely,” 
said Mr David McNeale, Ryan Catholic College Principal. 
 



 

“One of our goals will be to continue to improve the delivery of the program to our 
students. This will be done with ongoing professional development with the aid of Tim 
Smith and through teacher collaboration.” 
 
The College also aims to improve the effect of the program, which will generate the best 
outcomes possible for students at Ryan Catholic College.  
 

 
Tim Smith with students at Ryan Catholic College, Kirwan.  

 
 
 
For further information contact: 
Karolien Kern  
Marketing & Communications Officer 
Townsville Catholic Education Office 
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