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Renovation at St Mary’s Catholic School wins 
industry award 
 
St Mary’s Catholic School, Bowen was on display at the recent Master Builders Awards for the 
Mackay and Whitsunday Regions. Local builder, Lowcock Builders won the 
Refurbishment/Renovation up to $750,000 award for the work they did on the Prep room and 
Administration upgrade.  
 
“As a school, we could not be more grateful towards Lowcock Builders for undertaking this project 
with such great professionalism.  Lowcock Builders are very deserving on receiving the Master 
Builders Award for this project,” said Ms Colette Williams, Principal of St Mary’s Catholic School, 
Bowen.  
 

During 2018, the school’s Prep and 
Administration spaces were upgraded. The 
Administration area was completely remodelled 
to allow for an open, contemporary and inviting 
space. The goal of this area was to be a place 
where parents felt very welcome, to feel like 
home and to be highly functional in terms of 
workspace and storage.   
 
 
The Prep classroom was upgraded to include two 
learning walls, acoustic panels to soften the noise 
and also innovative furniture. The furniture aligns 
with the school’s pedagogy of the Gradual 
Release of Responsibility Framework. The 
classrooms were designed to provide the students 
with access to four main learning spaces; focused 
instruction, guided instruction, collaborative 
learning and independent learning.   
 
“The school has significantly benefited from the 
upgrades to both of these spaces,” said Colette. 
 
“All visitors to our school regularly comment on 
the open feel of our office and how it reflects our 
coastal lifestyle. Comments also include how it 



 

feels very welcoming and like a home. The Prep classroom has attracted great interest and has been 
instrumental in growing our school.” 
 
All staff, students, parents and members of the wider Bowen community have been thrilled with 
both upgrades. The upgrades have raised the profile of St Mary’s Catholic School within the 
community and certainly generated rich discussion among the staff during the planning phases. A 
true team effort has resulted in outstanding innovative spaces. 
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