
Journey together.  
Succeed together.

Burdekin Catholic High School



Burdekin Catholic 
High School is 
a vibrant and 
energetic Catholic 
school founded in 
the Marist charism, 
which embraces 
a close working 
relationship 
between staff, 
students and 
parents.  Our 
experienced staff, 
in their vocation as 
Catholic educators, 
are dedicated 
to ensuring 
each student is 
provided with the 
opportunity to 
achieve their goals.



From the  
Principal
At BCHS we endeavour to support your child’s spiritual, intellectual and social 
gifts in a safe, caring and enjoyable Catholic learning environment.  We pride 
ourselves on the partnership with parents in the education of your children.

Students at BCHS have the opportunity to engage with various cultural and 
sporting events as well as sharing opportunities to support social justice initiatives 
through service activities.

Our curriculum is broad and led by a team of dedicated and experienced 
educators, allowing for the development of students in many areas.  We have a 
skilled Pastoral Support Team within the school, available to provide guidance, 
counselling, career advice and learning support for students, parents and teachers.

I invite you to visit our community and see our beautiful grounds and working 
environment.  I believe that Burdekin Catholic High School would be an excellent  
choice of a Secondary school for your child and I am confident you would 
experience what it means to be part of a friendly, caring, Catholic community.

Craig Frattini
Principal



Faith + Mission
Burdekin Catholic High School operates 
within the system of Catholic schools 
in the Townsville Diocese.  We offer 
high quality Religious Education that 
is  faithful to the Catholic tradition 
and responsive to contemporary times. 
Students are challenged to be cultural 
agents in the light of the Gospel; 
authentic witnesses to the mission of 
Jesus Christ in the world today.

Burdekin Catholic High School is a proud 
Catholic school founded in the Marist 
charism.  St Marcellin Champagnat was 
the founder of the Marist Brothers. At the 
core of his mission was “to make  Jesus 
Christ known and loved”. At Burdekin 
Catholic High  School, we endeavour 
to live out the Marist characteristics of  
family spirit, presence, simplicity, love 
of work, and being in the  way of Mary 
through our faith and community life.   

Strong links with the combined Burdekin 
parish, St Francis School in Ayr, and 
St Colman’s Primary School in Home 
Hill means we are working together to 
provide families in the Burdekin district 
with a quality Catholic Education from 
Prep to Year 12. Our faith life spans parish 
masses, school masses and liturgies, and 
combined Catholic schools masses. 

At Burdekin Catholic High School we  
care for our students through our  
Pastoral approach to managing  
students’ well-being. We apply a  
holistic-person approach to pastoral 
care – the development of the whole 
person within the context of family, 
school, parish and the wider community.  

Relationships and respect are at the 
centre of our pastoral approach. The 
ways in which people interact with each 
other significantly affects each  
person’s sense of self-worth, belonging 
and wellbeing.  

At Burdekin Catholic High 
School respect is at the 
heart of all we do:

• Respect for our faith – 
acknowledge the faith 
journey of each person 
and share positively in 
the faith life of the school.

• Respect for others – 
value differences in other 
people and respect all 
who work in the BCHS 
community.

• Respect for self – value 
the talents we have and 
achieve to the best of our 
ability.

• Respect for learning 
– contribute to a safe, 
orderly and productive 
learning environment. 
Interact respectfully with 
teachers and peers.

• Respect for the School 
– be proud of our school 
and its facilities and show 
consideration for the 
property of others.



I  came, that they 
may have life and 
have it abundantly. 
- John 10:10



Learning  
+ Teaching
At the heart of the Learning and Teaching 
Cycle are our students.  The TCE Learning 
Framework provides Catholic schools in 
the Townsville diocese direction in the 
implementation of its core message of a 
curriculum that empowers its students to 
be “21st Century Learners”. 

Young Queenslanders in the 21st Century 
need to be innovators, entrepreneurs, 
lifelong learners and  responsible global 
citizens. Opportunities exist across the 
various curriculum offerings for students to 
develop these all-important skills.

In Years 7 – 10 students study across all 
areas of the Australian Curriculum.  There 
are six core subjects –  Religion, English, 
Health and Physical Education,  
Humanities, Mathematics and Science, 
that form the backbone of the Junior 
School Curriculum.  Students also have the 
opportunity to develop skills in The Arts, 
Technologies (both Digital and Design) 
and Languages before specialising in the 
Senior School.

In Years 11 and 12, students have many 
subject options to select from in order 
to not only gain their Queensland 
Certificate of Education (QCE), but also 
to prepare for pathways beyond school.  
Burdekin Catholic High School has a 
proud tradition of supporting students on 
multiple pathways in order to meet their 
post-schooling needs. Students have the 
opportunity to study certificate courses as 
either standalone subjects or as part of a 
school-based traineeship/apprenticeship 
or partake in university subjects through 
partner universities all contributing to  
their QCE.

To assist in the transition from school 
to work, Burdekin Catholic High School 
encourages and organises work 
placements for students.  All of these 
experiences create a unique set of 
learnings preparing students for the 21st 
Century world of work.



“Our Catholic Schools are places where our students, staff, parents and 
carers are members of a vibrant learning and faith community. All students 
can learn and reach their full potential. We hold high expectations for all 

our staff and students. We are always striving to improve and we place our 
students at the centre of these efforts.”

Jacqui Francis, 
Executive Director  |  Townsville Catholic Education



“When you have a 
dream you have to work 

hard to achieve that 
dream. Your dreams 

when you are young can 
be the force that keeps 

you going.”

- Evonne Goolagong  
Cawley 

Sports
Our school has a strong intra-
school competition involving the 
three Houses – Polding, Marcellin 
and Clarence.  Each year teams 
vie for both a Spirit Trophy and a 
Points Trophy in swimming, athletics 
and cross country.  The spirit weeks 
leading up to each carnival are 
colourful, energetic and set the 
tone for our friendly rivalries.

Inter-school sport is generally at 
Under 13, Under 15 and Open level.  
Burdekin Secondary Schools Sports 
(BSS) consists of Burdekin Catholic 
High School, Ayr State High School, 
Home Hill State High School and 
Burdekin Christian College, and 
provides sporting competition 
across a range of sports.  Students 
can gain representative honours 
through being selected in Burdekin 
teams, North Queensland teams and 
eventually State or National teams.

Each year students have the 
opportunity to apply to be 
part of The High Performance 
Fitness Program. This program 
aims to provide students with an 
opportunity to be exposed to an 
advanced level of training and 
testing in order to assist them in 
making state and national teams. 
Additionally, the holistic approach of 
developing the athlete as a person 
will be a main priority by looking at 
educating the athlete on important 
issues such as nutrition and injury 
management. Since the introduction 
of the program in 2012, BCHS has 
had 15 students selected in state 
and national sporting teams. 





Cultural
Burdekin Catholic High School places great value on cultural pursuits in the fields 
of Music, Visual Art and Drama.  The Arts provide students with the opportunity 
to engage the mind, the body and emotions, to discover their own voice, grow in 
confidence and develop empathy and ethical insight into the human condition.

Every year school choirs, Drama and Visual Arts students participate with great success 
in the Burdekin Eisteddfod and the Burdekin Festival of Performing Arts. In addition the 
school choirs as well as individual singers perform for the residents at Ayr Aged Care 
Facility, Catholic Women’s League functions, and other parish and community events.

Students have the opportunity to participate in the school’s instrumental music 
program. Burdekin Interschool Drama Festival, Mulkadee, speaking competitions 
such as Rostrum Voice of Youth and a variety of Art Exhibitions.  Many of the skills the 
students learn culminate in the biannual musical performed at the Burdekin Theatre.

“Art has the power to transform, to illuminate, to educate, inspire and motivate.”

- Harvey Fier stein



Emerging 
Leaders 
Program

The Emerging Leaders Incentive  
Scheme is available to all Indigenous 
students in secondary schools across  
the Townsville Diocese. 

The incentive scheme is based on three 
pillars: ATTENDANCE, ACADEMIC 
IMPROVEMENT & ENGAGEMENT.

As a part of the Emerging Leaders’ 
journey, students will participate in 
leadership, cultural and well-being 
experiences. These activities aim to  
equip our students with the tools they 
need to meet the challenges of  
schooling and adolescence.

“It’s a very Aboringinal thing to do, to give younger people greater responsibilities 
within the community as they become able to take those responsibilities on. It is a 
culturally appropriate transfer of roles that involves respect in both directions.. from 
the younger to the older and the older to the young.” 

- Jackie Huggins



45 Gibson St, Ayr QLD 4807  |  bchs@tsv.catholic.edu.au

07) 4783 2366  |  bchs.catholic.edu.au


