Find Your Future

THE ST CATHERINE’S

Graduate

At St Catherine’s Catholic College, each student
leaves us secure in the knowledge that they
have been supported by a Kindergarten to Year
12 educational journey that is focused on holistic
development. Through diverse experiences both
inside and outside of the classroom, over a thirteen
year journey, the St Catherine’s graduate is secure
in their beliefs, values, virtues, relationships,
character and their future pathway.
The St Catherine’s graduate has completed a study
pathway that is refle tive of their gifts, talents
and interests, and they leave us with a clear plan
for their next steps as they enter the wider world
to continue their journey. They are self-refle tive
on who they are and through our social justice
program rooted in our Mercy and Ignatian values of
Compassion, Justice, Community and Excellence,
they seek fairness for the common good.
Throughout their senior schooling, our students
develop to become critical and creative thinkers,
as our teachers harness their natural curiosity,
nurtured from the early years of schooling. Our
students have experience in working with a
broad range of technology, and through frequent
collaborative learning experiences they develop
excellent communication skills.
Our College and our students are connected to
local industry, are connected to our community
and are connected to each other. These
connections are strengthened through work
experience programs, school camps, community
service programs and involvement within the wider
Whitsunday region.

AT ST CATHERINE’S,

We Play...

Sport is synonymous with St Catherine’s Catholic
College and it is through this that our students
discover their personal and physical strengths
that come from teamwork, competition and
camaraderie. Blessed with multiple sporting fields,
indoor and outdoor covered multipurpose courts,
sporting opportunities at St Catherine’s are diverse.
In the early years, our students work with specialist
physical education teachers to develop and master
core skills and movements. From Year 2, these
lessons become more game orientated, as our
students participate in sports at carnivals and interhouse competitions.
From Year 4, student opportunities to participate
in sport broadens as they have the opportunity
to represent our College and the district in
sporting teams. From Year 7, sport is part of our
students’ everyday life and they can participate
in Rugby League, Netball (and QISSN Carnival),
Volleyball, Touch Football, Swimming, Athletics,
Cross Country, Basketball, AFL, Soccer, Rugby 7’s
and nominate to be part of our College’s Sports
Excellence Program.
As a College with close links to community
organisations, we also support students to
participate in a multitude of sports activities
including but not limited to Sailing, Outrigger
Paddling, Motor Sports, Rugby Union, Fishing,
Tennis and Table Tennis.

AT ST CATHERINE’S,

We Shine

St Catherine’s Catholic College’s Arts Department
actively promotes, inspires and facilitates our
students’ experience of the Arts, to develop their
aesthetic sensibilities. We believe that creative
problem solving and self-expression are vital
components in developing the ‘whole’ student,
and that fostering appreciation for and experience
in creative processes directly influe ces levels of
success across the curriculum and in later life.
Artistic development of students is achieved by
offering a dynamic learning environment that
facilitates many extra-curricular Arts opportunities.
Access to experiences such as our College
musical, art gallery trips, artist incursions and
our College music program influe ce students’
lives in profound ways: in their understanding of
themselves, their connection to local and world
communities and cultures, and in exploring
their own creativity. We are passionate about
collaborating with regional, national, and
international artists, organisations and local
community partners in pursuit of mutual artistic
goals and richer cultural experiences for our
students.

AT ST CATHERINE’S,

We Serve...

Our deep tradition of service to others began
when the Mercy sisters established St Catherine’s
Catholic College in Marathon Street behind the
St Catherine’s Parish Church in 1925. Our Mercy
Charism reminds us that ‘charity is our badge of
honour’. We answer the call of seeking justice
and respecting the dignity of each person by our
contributions to promoting the common good, and
being stewards of creation.
Each year we offer a range of social justice activities
that encourage our students to ‘walk in someone
else’s shoes’ and serve others through involvement
in:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Project Compassion
St Vincent de Paul Mini Vinnies
St Vincent de Paul Sleepout
Parish Outreach Programs within the
Whitsunday Region
St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal
Mission Australia: Socktober
Jesuit Social Services/Refugee Service
Service to Local Nursing Homes

As residents of the beautiful Whitsundays, we
respect our role as stewards of creation, offering
a variety of activities and groups that promote
responsible citizenship in sustainability. We provide
support through both fundraising and involvement
to:
•
•
•
•

Clean Up Australia Day
Ecobarge
Enviro Group
Local Recycling Initiatives

AT ST CATHERINE’S,

We Rise...

Our students are regularly taken outside of their
comfort zone, and challenged through experiences
both inside and outside of the classroom. This
occurs through service learning, retreats, overseas
immersions and our outdoor education program
that begins in Year 4. The program is sequential in
nature and strives to build on past experiences.
These experiences inspire positive relationships
which are integral to the wellbeing of self,
community and our natural world. Our program
encourages students to step outside their comfort
zone, redefi e their personal possibilities, gain
confide ce and think critically while fostering a
team ethic when working with others.
The core program is adventure based and focuses
on experiential education. Each experience
has clear objectives for each year level, and are
designed to match the physical and emotional
maturity of the group. Our students develop a spirit
of camaraderie with their peers which they take
with them into their adult life.
Our outdoor education program is the cornerstone
for the holistic education that we provide at St
Catherine’s Catholic College, as we educate our
students to be confident oung adults upon
graduation.

IN THE EARLY YEARS,

We Explore...

Commencing the education journey can be a
daunting process for students and our families.
We pride ourselves on developing positive family
relationships to ensure a student’s start to formal
education is seamless. We focus on a positive
education approach to wellbeing, resilience and
social emotional learning. In our dedicated Early
Years Mercy Precinct we offer a safe and secure
environment that allows our students to develop
independence and the necessary social, emotional
and personal skills needed to prepare them for the
next step in their education journey. Primary school
is not simply about the development of Literacy
and Numeracy skills but preserving a child’s sense
of wonder and creating a love of learning that will
endure as they progress through our College and
their education journey.
Our dedicated Early Years staff prioritise
establishing foundational Literacy and Numeracy
skills in a nurturing environment. We are at the
forefront of evidence based best practice to cater
for the learning needs of all students. Our Early
Years precinct nurtures imagination and curiosity
through an inquiry based approach to learning.
Students begin to refle t on their learning, become
critical thinkers and when this is combined with
our social justice education and the Catholic social
teachings, they understand how to be a person of
action.
Our team of specialist teachers work with all of
our students across subject areas such as The Arts,
Language and Physical Education to provide them
with a unique opportunity to engage the body as
well as the mind which is essential to developing
a wide range of learning tools. Students engage in
refle tive activities to explore faith, spirituality and
responsible decision making.

IN THE MIDDLE YEARS,

We Do...

The Middle Years of the education journey are
essential years for fostering positive teacher
and peer relationships and allowing students to
discover their passion and be confident in t eir
learning. Students develop their head, heart and
hands during this journey, which prepares them
for the challenges of an individualized learning
pathway as they move toward senior education.
Middle Years at St Catherine’s Catholic College
provide students with a broad spectrum of
opportunities to engage in subjects, which draw
connections to the real world, providing enhanced
relevance and engagement for our students.
Through real world connections and hands on
learning activities students discover more about
themselves, become deeper thinkers and develop
independence in their learning.
The Middle Years journey can also be a very
challenging time for many students. We invest
in the pastoral care and wellbeing of our
students during this time. Our dedicated staff
and comprehensive transition program support
students as they adjust to new subjects, timetables
and wider opportunities throughout the College
and world as a whole. At the completion of the
Middle Years, our Year 9 students embark on
the ‘9@StCath’s’ Program. The ‘9@StCath’s’
Program is an initiative which aims to develop our
students academically, spiritually, physically and
psychologically as they continue their education
journey. Our students will gain ‘real world’
experiences pushing them outside their comfort
zones, widening their understanding of the world
and preparing them with knowledge and skills to
rise and achieve their own academic and personal
success.

IN THE SENIOR YEARS,

We Are...

Our Senior Years journey is designed to support
future career pathways. Individualised pathways
are achieved through traditional academic
subjects, virtual schooling options and links
with local TAFE colleges and Registered Training
Organisations. In the Senior Years journey, the
pastoral focus is on coaching young adults
for success and supporting their wellbeing by
providing a targeted Careers Education.
We prepare students for their next stage in life
beyond our College, whether it be further study
or entry into the workplace. Students are offered
a challenging and diverse curriculum for the
vital Senior Years, with a wide range of subjects
accredited by the Queensland Studies Authority,
as well as opportunities to undertake nationally
accredited vocational courses. Our vocational
subjects provide a smooth transition from school to
work. Students may also undertake school-based
traineeships, structured work placement or work
experience.
We also have a Careers Coordinator on hand to
offer guidance and assistance in these important
life choices. Our students are able to either drop
in or make an appointment for assistance in any
subject or career area.

FROM THE

Principal
St Catherine’s Catholic College provides beautiful, modern and
innovative learning spaces from Kindergarten to Year 12 which fosters
collaborative and independent learning for all our students in their
education journey. Our students are the heart of our school, and we are
committed to providing them with exceptional teachers, resources and
authentic learning experiences that connect with our local Whitsunday
community. This encourages them to nurture their God given talents,
develop 21st century skills and make informed decisions about their
future as they grow into young adults.
We educate the whole person through a range of learning experiences
both inside and outside of the classroom. We offer a diverse extracurricular program that encourages students to engage in numerous
sporting, cultural and service-learning opportunities. This combination
of experiences stimulates creativity, problem-solving, collaboration,
independence as well as compassion, responsibility, and understanding
for the common good.
At St Catherine’s Catholic College we are committed to our four core
values: Compassion, Justice, Excellence and Community. Our values
are underpinned by respect, a deep commitment to the pursuit of
excellence and a pledge to serve others. We are reminded in the Gospel
to “walk humbly with our God, to seek humility, service, and love.”
As a Catholic school, we walk together with Christ, welcoming all who
seek education with us. Through our pastoral care program, we create
a safe and nurturing environment in which every child can establish a
sense of belonging and will come to learn that their unique talents are
valued and appreciated.
We welcome all students and encourage them to achieve personal
excellence by embracing all that we offer here at St Catherine’s. I look
forward to meeting you and working together in partnership to help
your child fi d their future as they progress on their education journey.
Luke Thomson
Principal
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