
 

 

 

Welcome to Week 5. Last week we had our first Parent Engagement Forum 
meeting and thank you to the parents who were able to come along.  Part 
of our discussion was around uniforms. The new sports shirts, shorts and 
hats have arrived but unfortunately there is a delay in supply for the 
formal/academic uniform check so we will have these uniforms with the 
old logo for a little while longer. The majority of our students always look 
well presented when they come to school or are out in the community and 
it is great to see. Just also to clarify  the colour of socks it was decided at 
the meeting that black or white socks can now be worn. Hair accessories 
need to be blue, yellow, black or white and bike pants are to be only worn 
under dresses if required. A big thank you to Miss Tricia and Miss Wendy 
who held the first practices of our singing /choir group. It was lovely to see 
so many keen students signing up for the group and staying back 
yesterday for the first after school practice. The students are able to go 
straight from class to the practice and parents can pick them up at 3pm. 
We look forward to seeing your first performance. 
Congratulations also goes to Tyler Bennet who has made the NQ School 
Sport Swimming Team– we wait in anticipation to hear about him 
competing in this team and we wish him well.  
The Premier has today announced significant changes to Queensland’s 
current face mask restrictions and other COVID-19 measures in a variety 
of settings from 4 March. Face masks will not be required in most settings, 
including schools, from 6pm on Friday 4 March. The changes apply to all 
workplaces, schools and shops. Hospitality staff and patrons won’t be 
required to wear masks at cafés, pubs or restaurants. Masks are still 
required on public transport, in hospitals, disability care, prisons, aged 
care, airports and planes. Schools should be able to lift any current 
restrictions on large gatherings, assemblies and excursions. So we look 
forward to welcoming you all back to these school events. All visitors 
(including contractors) are also able to return to schools. I expect further 
detail about these significant changes and will communicate these as 
they are published.  
Enjoy the rest of your week.   
Nicole Preitz  
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Assembly this week– no assemblies until further 
notice but we will still be giving awards to students 
each week and these will be published in the 
newsletter and on Facebook.  
 
Opening Liturgy and School Leaders 
Our Opening Liturgy will be held on Monday 14th 
March with our new parish priest Fr Sibi. Over the 
next couple of week Fr sibi will be visiting class 
and getting to know the students and staff. The 
students will also be involved in asking Fr Sibi 
some questions about himself. Again we welcome 
him to our school community.  
 
Sacramental Program 2022 
Included in the newsletter last week was  a note 
regarding participation in our Parish Sacramental 
Program where students in Year 3 and up have 
the opportunity to celebrate the Sacraments of 
Reconciliation, First Eucharist and Confirmation.  
These notes need to be returned ASAP to the 
office.  
 
Some important dates for this program are below: 
Thursday - 03/03/2022- Parent Information 
Session -Library-2:30pm – 3:30pm 
 
Sunday -13/03/2022 Confirmation of Rite 
Enrolment Mass - Church -6:00pm – 7:00pm 
 
Lessons each Thursday afternoon at 2:30pm in 
the Library 
 
Monday 09/05/2022 - Rite of Reconciliation –
Church -8:30am 
 
Monday 16/05/2022 - Confirmation Rehearsal -
Church -8:30am 
 
 
Sunday 22/05/2022 -
Confirmation/ First Eucharist 
Mass & Supper - Church—
6:00pm 
 

 

The WIRE Program 
Students in Year 3/4 and Year 
5/6 are participating in The WIRE 
Program (Writing In RE) at 
SJB.  This Program supports the 
Learning and Teaching 
Directorate's "Focus on NAPLAN 
2022" initiative and provides the 
opportunity for Years 3– 6 to 
practise the skill of writing 
through increasing the time they 
dedicate to writing persuasively 
or narratively in RE lessons. Students will write for 10 
minutes in response to narrative and persuasive 
text stimuli provided by their teacher. Teachers will 
provide verbal feedback as they navigate the 
classroom during the WIRE task. This feedback is to 
be based on one or more of NAPLAN’s 10 Marking 
Criteria: spelling, punctuation, sentence structure, 
cohesion, Vocabulary, persuasive devices, ideas, 
text structure, audience. Students will be 
encouraged and guided to self edit their writing 
and become more aware of concepts like 
punctuation and grammar use as they write. It is 
hoped that through this project along with direct 
Instruction and teaching modelling of the writing 
process, we are able to increase the ability of our 
students to write successfully. 
 
NAPLAN Online 
In 2022 the Year 3 and Year 5 
Students at SJB will be 
participating in NAPLAN Online.  
There is some information 
regarding this in today’s newsletter.  A practice 
test will be held on Tuesday 24th  March in 
preparation for the testing. This test in only a 
practice and no results are recorded. Teachers will 
also be working in classes to show students how 
to use the tools within the NAPLAN test. It is 
important that all students in Year 3 and Year 5 
participate in this testing. As children progress 
through their school years, it is very important that 
checks are made along the way to see how well 
they are learning the essential skills of reading, 
writing and mathematics – skills that will set them 
upon the path to success as adults. 

Our Parent Engagement Forum group met last week 
– please see minutes in this Newsletter. SAVE the 
DATE– our major fundraising Event is changing 

Saturday 10th September- will now be  
(A new look for 

our Mock Melbourne Cup) 

NEXT P & F Engagement Forum Meeting will be on 
Thursday 3rd March at 8:30am in the Bosco Buddies 
room. Please wear your mask and social distance.   

Our new sports shirts, shorts and hats are now 
available from the school office. 

Shirts - $38 
Shorts - $31 

Hats- $11.00 



 

 

This Tuesday was ‘Twosday’ in the Year 5/6 classroom. We focused on homophones, word searches 
and crosswords using a variety of two words such as ‘double, pairs, couples, twins’ words and 
revisited multiplication for the number 2. The students brainstormed and wrote down twenty-two 
things they will do when they are twenty-two years old. Their plans including being a flight attendant, 
living in Sydney and owning 222 horses. 

Prep  -   Ruby 

Year 1 -  Cooper 

Year 2 -  Ari 

Year 3 - Tarlayah                                                  

  

Year 4 - Blake 

Year 5 –  Izzy 

Year 6 - Emmett 

 

 

Happy Birthday to 

Ari 

  

BOOKCLUB 
You will find your Book Club catalogue in todays newsletter. Orders need to 
be received  by the 18th March! Order online via the Loop App or at 
scholastic.com.au/LOOP. Cash payments will also be accepted at the school 
office.  
 

Responsive Learning and Teaching 
The Townsville Catholic Education Learning and Teaching Cycle clearly 
identifies the need to Focus on the Learners. In order to best reflect the 
needs of the learners, planning has moved to a more responsive model. 
Planning cycles are shorter in duration to allow for greater flexibility and 
responsiveness. The process of Responsive Planning allows teachers to be 
more responsive to the learning needs of the students in their class. This 
type of planning draws upon the identified Australian Curriculum in the 
Year Level but allows teachers to respond to the additional or different 
needs of students as they arise.  Teachers at SJB this have been learning 
about Responsive Planning this term and are focusing on trialling this in 
classrooms with a focus on Mathematics and English.  

Included in this newsletter– Parent Engagement Forum Meeting Minutes; Whitsunday Counselling 
Service Information, NAPLAN Online 2022 information, Book Club order form 



 

 


