
 

 

 

Welcome to Week 6. Last week the Premier announced significant changes to 
Queensland’s current face mask restrictions and other COVID-19 measures in 
a variety of settings from 4 March. Face masks will not be required in most 
settings, including schools, from 6pm on Friday 4 March. We are looking 
forward to welcoming you all back to the school site. From Monday next week 
I encourage you to come in and see your child’s classroom and say hi to their 
class teacher– just remember that teachers are very busy of a morning 
getting organised but it would be great say hello. We also look forward to 
having you come along to our weekly assemblies again on Friday mornings 
at 8:30am in the library. Next Friday our Prep/Year 1/Year 2 students will 
presenting an item and our Award winners will receive their awards. It will be 
wonderful to get back to normal. We will also be holding our Opening Liturgy 
in the coming weeks, on Monday 14th March with our new parish priest Fr Sibi. 
Next Thursday we will be holding our second Parent Engagement Forum 
meeting in the Bosco Buddies room at 8:30am. Please come along and give 
your ideas for what we can improve in our school. I encourage all families to 
try to be involved in what is happening at SJB. I am also happy to announce 
that Miss Catherine Ahern will be joining our school community as our new 
Prep/Year 1/Year 2 classroom teacher. Miss Ahern will begin her work next 
week and we are excited for her to join our team. I would like to express my 
personal thanks to the families in this class for your support and 
understanding through this time. I would also like to thank our wonderful staff 
and relief staff who have ensured the continuity of learning for these 
students. In the coming week notes will be sent home in regards to our up 
coming Parent/Teacher interviews. These interviews are not result based but 
are more of an opportunity to touch base with your child’s teacher to see 
how they are progressing as Term One draws to a close. We will be 
developing Personalised Learning Plans during this time and setting learning 
goals for your child. I encourage all families to make a time to meet with their 
child’s teacher as positive home and school partnerships are paramount to 
student success. As we begin our Lenten Journey today towards Easter may 
we take time to reflect and pray for God to be with us as we try to change, to 
be people who put compassion into action. Enjoy the rest of your week.   
Nicole Preitz  
Principal 
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2 March  
Ash Wednesday 

10 March 
Parent Engagement 

Forum Meeting 8.30am 
11 March 

Year 4/5/6 Soccer  
Gala Day 
14 March 

Opening Liturgy-School 
Leader Induction 

8:30am  
17 March 

SJB Cross Country 
17-18 March  
IEP Meetings 

21 March 
Parent Teacher 

Interviews start this 
week 

25 March 
Interschool Cross 

Country 
27 March 

Lions Youth of the Year 
Speech Competition 



 

 
Assembly this week– no assembly this week but 
there is good news! Our usual Friday Assemblies 
with recommence on Friday the 11th March in the 
Library– we hope to see you all there.  
 
Opening Liturgy and School Leaders 
Our Opening Liturgy will be held on Monday 14th 
March with our new parish priest Fr Sibi. All 
members of our school community are invited to 

attend this celebration. 
 
Sacramental Program 2022 
If you child/children are wanting to 
joint the parish Sacramental Program 
to have the opportunity to celebrate 

the Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Eucharist 
and Confirmation. Notes need to be returned 
ASAP to the office.  
Thursday - 03/03/2022- Parent Information 
Session -Library-2:30pm – 3:30pm 
 
Ash Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday is the first day of the 
Season of Lent. Lent is a 40 day 
period of preparation of the Risen 
Christ on Easter Sunday. Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends at the beginning of the 
Easter Tridum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Easter Saturday). Traditionally Lent is a time of 
fasting and self examination. It is time when 
Catholics, give up something, give more to others 
and pray more. Ashes are a symbol of penance 
made sacramental by the blessing of the Church, 
and they help us develop a spirit of humility and 
sacrifice.  
 
Project Compassion 
Today your child will bring 
home a Project Compassion 
box. Project Compassion is 
the annual fundraiser for CARITAS and support of 
this is encouraged by Bishop Tim. During the next 
six weeks students are encouraged to go without 
something like an ice block and place the money 
in the box.  Students are not expected to walk the 
neighbourhood to raise money. There are many 
simple actions we can all take to “be more” for our 
world and Lent is a great time to reflect on this.

Gradual Release of Responsibility 
"Instructional intelligence occurs when 
teachers combine high-yield strategies 
that consider every learner's 
needs." (Sharratt & Fullan, 2012)The 
gradual release of responsibility model enables 
the cognitive load for learning to shift slowly and 
intentionally from teacher modelling, to joint 
responsibility between teachers and students, to 
independent practice and application by the 
learner. All Townsville Catholic Education schools 
utilise the Gradual Release of Responsibility model 
and the associated best practice strategies within 
it. 
Modelled Instruction - setting goals, modelling, 
explicit teaching, utilising prior knowledge, worked 
examples. 
 
Guided Instruction - questioning, scaffolded 
learning, multiple spaced exposures, differentiated 
instruction 
 
Collaborative Learning - reciprocal teaching, peer 
tutoring 
 
Independent Learning - self-regulation and 
metacognitive strategies 
 
Teachers at SJB have been receiving Professional 
Development in this pedagogy with a focus of 
implementation in the Learning Area of 
Mathematics.  
 
 

CHANGE OF DATE 
Come along with all your good ideas! 

NEXT P & F Engagement Forum 
Meeting will be on Thursday 10th 
March at 8:30am in the Bosco 

Buddies room.    

Our new sports shirts, shorts and hats are now 
available from the school office. 

Shirts - $38 
Shorts - $31 

Hats- $11.00 



 

 

BOOKCLUB 
A Book Club catalogue was sent home in last week’s newsletter. Orders need to 
be received by the 18th March! Order online via the Loop App or at 
scholastic.com.au/LOOP. Cash payments will also be accepted at 
the school office. 
Why Borrowing Day (Tuesdays at SJB) is Important 

Borrowing books from the library establish two primary ideas for children. 1) They have 
the autonomy to choose the books that they want to read, and 2) whatever they take 
from the library, eventually has to go back. Aside from the introduction to the concept of 
borrowing and returning, children learn that they need to keep library books in good 
condition. It helps to foster a sense of responsibility.  When the library books come home 
parents are encouraged to use this opportunity to talk with their child about the books 
they chose to borrow and take a moment to read the books together over the coming week before 
they need to be returned again. There is always the option to renew books on Borrowing Day if they 
have not been fully read. Visiting a library on a regular basis is a great way to encourage a love of 
books and reading.  Don’t forget to send your child to school next Tuesday with their library bag. 

Prep  -   Letisha 

Year 1 -  Neera 

Year 2 -  Mackenzie 

Year 3—Arlee                                              

  

Year 4 - Henry 

Year 5 –  Bridie 

Year 6 - Niri 

 

Happy Birthday to 

Ellie 

Letisha 

 Hayley 

Often when students are placed in a multi-age class, parents of the younger children worry they won’t be 
able to keep up and parents of older children worry their advanced needs won’t be met. Should children 
be grouped by age anyway? As all parents and teachers know, a child’s age tells you nothing definitive 
about his or her development — a child can be much taller than other children their age and be a better 
match physically to children one or more years older. A child might have similar literacy skills to others 
their age but struggles to keep up in maths. A child’s development follows a similar pattern but their age is 
not always an accurate predictor of that actual development. Inherited characteristics as well as 
environmental factors such as nutrition and experiences will also influence development and the age at 
which particular milestones are reached. There is a tendency to view modes of grouping students, like 
multi-age schooling, as being inferior. However, schools which embrace the practice of multi-age 
philosophy often report more success. Research shows that students in multi-age classes are not 
disadvantaged academically. Parents concerned about their child’s multi-age class should be reassured 
that learning occurs individually, in small groups, and as a whole class. While the curriculum is the base for 
what students learn; quality teaching and learning experiences come from working at the developmental 
level with students. Collaborative activities in multi-age classrooms support cross-age understanding and 
cooperation through learning and teaching experiences that develop 
student skills regardless of age and year level. At SJB we believe that every 
student comes into our classrooms with a different set of skills and abilities 
regardless of their chronological age. It is our job as educators to cater for 
these differences.  The Multi-age Class allows us to do this. 

Included in this newsletter– Parent Engagement Forum Meeting Dates, Clean Up Australia Day Flyer, 
Bake Sale Order Form, Cup Cake Sale 



 

 


