
WADDA MOOLI ! 

A er a delayed start to our year the term has been fast and 
furious.   It has been fantas c to see the con nued growth 
of Indigenous enrolments as we have welcomed new    
families into our St Marys community this year.  Growth in 
student numbers means we have been able to have three   
indigenous educa on workers who are employed to sup-
port your children.   

 
 

MEET TAMMI 

Tammi is our Indigenous Educa on   

Adviser from Townsville Catholic       

Educa on.  Earlier this year Tammi led 

all our teachers through a professional 

development session on Cultural              

Competence. 

We know it is important for our     

teachers  to have an understanding of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

cultures, including their unique         

connec on to the land, seas, skies and 

waterways. Cultural competence op-

portuni es can help to improve the   

level of knowledge and understanding 

of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

cultures amongst staff, which is the  

basis for building 

be er rela on-

ships between 

Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait     

Islander people 

and the wider 

community.   
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PERSONAL LEARNING PLANS  

All of our deadly learners at St Mary’s have their own personalised learning 

plans (PLPs).  This year the PLPs have a new and improved format.  The teach-

ers work with the students to complete the worksheets and set goals. These 

goals guide the work of the Indigenous Educa on Workers in the class-

room.  Early next term, we would love to meet with you to share your chil-

dren’s goals and learn more about your family.  

The informa on detailed on the PLP is also shared with all 

school officers who support student learning.  It is a collec ve 

responsibility to ensure we meet all goals.  To ensure we can 

assist your child  to meet their de-

sired goals we can’t stress enough 

the importance Of regular school 

a endance.  Every day counts , we 

thank all parent who encourage 

their children to come to school 

every day. 

OUR INDIGENOUS EDUCATION ADVISORY GROUP  

This year, St Mary’s has an Indigenous Educa on Advisory Group which meets each term to discuss the 

school’s Reconcilia on Plan and ini a ves to best support our Indigenous students and educate all of 

our students on Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander history and tradi ons.   

This term we met on the 24th of March to discuss St Mary’s Vision for our Reconcilia on Ac on Plan, 

ideas for celebra ng Na onal Reconcilia on Week and NAIDOC week and to collate the surveys collect-

ed last year regarding Indigenous Educa on at our school. 

The members of our Indigenous Educa on Advisory Group are Sharyn Bell, Kristy Sylvester,  

Alana Browning and Sara Brewster. 



KAPOK CRAFTERS  

Miss Kristy runs a lunch me club on Tuesday and Thursday called “Kapok Cra -

ers”.   This term our KAPOK CRAFTERS have been learning all about Sea Turtles.  In 

Week 6, Uncle Jim, our adopt-a -ranger, came in to share his local knowledge with 

the students.  They leaned about the work of the Girudala Rangers in tagging and 

monitoring the turtles in our region.  Next term the students will be working to 

create an Indigenous garden behind the Junior play equipment.  



            OUR DEADLY ATHLETES  

Congratula on to Imogen Browning, pictured with  team mate Ruby Prosser, 

both girls were chosen to represent Bowen in the Whitsunday netball trials.  

Amahli Cora, with Ruby , is heading to Townsville to play in a pre-season com-

pe on with their local team.  Congratula ons also to Tessa Weldon , not only  

was she selected  to complete in the Nth Queensland basketball trials but Tess 

also received a principal’s award for excep onal behaviour this term.  Keep 

striving for success girls. 

HARMONY DAY  

On Monday the 21st of March 

our students wore orange is 

recogni on of Harmony Day.  

Student also par cipated in 

lunch me cra  ac vi es to cel-

ebrate unity and acknowledge 

the diversity in our St 

Mary’s community.  





LOCAL KNOWLEDGE IN THE CURRICULUM 

This term in HASS (Geography) and Science, the Year 1s have been ex-

ploring the places and spaces, and living things, with a focus on the 

beach.  As a fun way to take the classroom outside, they headed off to 

explore  the beach and the park! Ms Bennet 

incorporated Indigenous knowledges and 

histories into the excursion by invi ng Uncle 

Jim who spoke with the students about the 

local area, sea and beach animals, how to 

find them and how to  care for them.  On 

their return the students wrote  a recount of 

their morning at the beach.  

IMPORTANT DATES   

21st  March        Harmony Week  

2nd April             Na onal Close the Gap Day 

26th May            Na onal Sorry Day  

27th May            Na onal Reconcilia on Week 

3rd June              MABO Day  

3rd June              NAIDOC week  

9th August          UN Interna onal Day of             

World Indigenous   

7th September  Indigenous Literacy Day  
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