Week 1 | Term 1 | 2018
From the Principal

Welcome Back!!!
Dear Parents, Grandparents, Carers and Friends,
Welcome to the new school year! My name is Colette Williams and I’m your new Principal. I would like to
extend an enormous thank you to all of the parents, children and staff who have already made me feel so
very welcome at SMB. As a result of my teaching and leadership experience, I feel confident in being
able to lead this school to develop a collaborative learning culture based on inquiry learning and an
inclusive curriculum reflective of the needs, spirits and values of our community. I have an open door
policy therefore, please feel free to pop in to the office at any stage to share in your child’s learning
journey. The students at St Mary’s are my number one priority and I eagerly look forward to working
closely with you all to ensure each child reaches their maximum potential this year.
The staff at SMB are a highly skilled and dedicated group of people who will ensure your child receives
the highest quality education. We all share the collective goal; for SMB to be a place where children
come to learn and have fun!!! We are all looking forward to many exciting adventures in 2018!!!
I would like to extend a very warm welcome to Mrs Krystal Land who will be teaching Prep and Mrs Belinda Farley who is our new Year 3/4 teacher. We also welcome Mrs Rhonda Davy to our team who will be
working as our Students with Disability School Officer. Judy Scherrenberg has been appointed our new
Guidance Officer for 2018 and Miss Monique Sibson will be undertaking her Practicum with Mrs Belinda
Farley (Year 3/4) for Week 1 and 2 of this term. As you can see, we have a few new faces at SMB and I
am sure that you all will make them feel extremely welcome in our school.

On Wednesday 31st January, we will be hosting our Parent Information Sessions. During this
session, the classroom teacher will share with you general information about the class, what the
students are learning this term and any important upcoming events. If you are unable to attend
the Information Session, we will send home the information that was presented. Alternatively,
please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher to arrange an alternate meeting time.
Prep 3:15pm - 3:45pm
Year 1/2 3:45pm - 4:15pm
Year 3/4 4:15pm - 4:45pm
Year 5/6 4:45pm - 5:15pm
Thank you to our entire school community for returning to school
with such big smiles on your faces. We are sure to have a truly
amazing year!
Colette Williams
Principal

St Mary’s Catholic School Parents & Friends

Week 1
25 Jan P & F Meeting Library 3.15pm
26 Jan Australia Day

Association is seeking volunteers to run the
Tuckshop on a weekly basis.
If we are to continue to provide this service at
St Mary’s, we require a volunteer OR

volun-

teers to run the Tuckshop one day a week. Day to

Week 2
2 Feb School Mass 9.00am-10.00am

be confirmed.
If you are able to help PLEASE FILL IN THE
VOLUNTEERS FORM and return to the school
office as soon as possible.
Thank you for your support.

Week 3

TUCKSHOP VOLUNTEERS WANTED

5 Feb Volunteer Induction 3.20pm

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP OUT

Library

PLEASE FILL OUT THIS SLIP AND
RETURN

7 Feb Australian School Dance Begins

Week 4
13 Feb Shrove Tuesday “Pancake Day”
14 Feb Ash Wednesday Liturgy 8.45am

IN THE SCHOOL TUCKSHOP

TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE

NAME
_____________________________________
I CAN HELP AT
MORNING TEA



BIG LUNCH



BOTH (PLEASE TICK)
PLEASE INDICATE WHICH DAYS

Week 5
23 Feb Just Leadership Day

WOULD SUIT YOU?
_____________________________________

Religious Life of the School
We would like to invite all parents, family and friends to our first School Mass of the Year on Friday 2nd
February at 9:00am - 10:00am @ St Mary’s Church. This will then be followed by morning tea and a
cuppa back at school.
Each day our entire school community will be gathering for morning prayer and we would be thrilled if the
parents and family could join us. We will gather at 8:30am - 8:40am in the Library each day. We hope to
see you at our daily prayer!!!
At Mass on Sunday, Mikki Menzies had the most beautiful prayer printed in the weekly Bulletin and I
would like to share it with you all as we embark on a new school year.

Prayer for our Students
Dear Lord,
Thank you for the unique gifts of every child,
As they transition into a new school year.
Fill each student with fresh enthusiasm,
And a heart that is excited to learn and grow.
Cover them with your enduring love,
Give them confidence and grace,
And equip each of them with the ability to persevere through trials.
Bless their teachers with wisdom,
Understanding and a heart to serve,
As they embark on their journey together.
Amen

Mother Mary is our guide, our friend and our dearest of Mothers. Just as Mary guided Jesus, our
Teachers will guide your children on their learning journey this year.
God Bless,
Colette Williams
APRE

General Information
Homework Club
This term we will be offering Homework Club three mornings each week (Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday) from 8:15am - 8:30am. Our goal is for all children to attempt their homework on Monday
afternoon and then form regular study habits by completing homework daily. Parents are more than
welcome to come along to the Library and help out with Homework Club :) This will commence in
week 3.
Uniforms:
We would like all children (Prep - Year 6) to wear the same uniforms.
Monday, Wednesday and Friday: Formal Uniform (Boys: Grey shorts, green formal shirt, grey socks
and black shoes. Girls: Black skorts, white and green formal shirt, white socks and black shoes)
Tuesday and Thursday: Sports Uniform (Boys: Sports T-shirt, black shorts, white socks and black
shoes. Girls: Sports T-shirt, black skorts, white socks and black shoes)
Arrival Times:
Each morning we would like to encourage the children to run around prior to the school day
beginning. I will be on duty each morning to welcome our students from 8:00am. Parents are more
than welcome to pop into the classrooms to have a chat with the teachers prior to school.
Healthy Lunch Boxes:
We would like to encourage all children to come to school each day with a healthy lunch
box. Children are not allowed to bring lollies to school as this is an unhealthy food option. If the
children do bring lollies to school, they will be confiscated and returned at the end of the school
day. We thank you in advance for your support in this area.
You may like to have a look at this link, which has some amazing lunch box ideas!!!
http://www.taste.com.au/recipes/collections/lunch-box-ideas

5 Jan

Kyle Hager

19 Jan

James Finn

11 Jan

Domino Forskitt

20 Jan

Ella Menzies

12 Jan

Violette Windridge

26 Jan

Dwyatt Schultz

12 Jan

Karlee Cairns

28 Jan

Bonnie Nane

16 Jan

Keeley Ninnes

29 Jan

Rorie Phillips

18 Jan

Elizabeth Menzies

31 Jan

Noah Hager

School Banking will recommence on Friday 2nd of February.
All new students wishing to join the Student Banking will receive their application forms next week.

Thank you to all parents
who were able to join us
for our "Tissue and
Tears" cuppa time :)

Have a look at the cool
STEM activity the Year
5/6 class were working
on
this
afternoon.
Learning is so much fun
at SMB!!!

Great Fun!
Great Friends!

Thank you so much RTM Engineering for the
wonderful revamp of our school fire engine.
It looks amazing and we all love it!

Today the Prep students had the pleasure of meeting Mr Corporal & Mr Hedges from the
Townsville Army Unit. The Preppies asked the army officers to sit on the wobbly chairs in the
classroom to see if they could trick them, but our visitors caught on pretty quick to the trick and
sat very carefully on the chairs. The Preppies had many questions for our visitors e.g “Where do
you live when away from home?” and “Do you have sniffer cats as well as dogs?”. This question our
visitors thought was very funny, but a good question!

Today has been very busy day in the class making Anzac Biscuits and making Flags to celebrate
Australia Day.

