Week 2 | Term 1 | 2018
From the Principal

Read It Again-PreK!

This term we will be implementing a new program called “Read it Again -PreK”. This program is designed
to develop and strengthen young children's early foundations in the four key areas of language and
literacy. Each lesson uses a storybook as a way of organising lessons and building children’s
vocabulary, narrative, phonological awareness and print knowledge while exposing them to high-quality
literature. A small group of children will engage in hands on learning experiences with Mrs Robin Whitton
twice each week for 20 - 30 minutes and the children will be learning how to reason, generalise and
predict.

If you would like to know any more information about this program, or if you would like to sit in on a
lesson, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office.

The Presentation of
the Lord – 2nd February

Week 3
5 Feb Volunteer Induction 3.20pm
Library
7 Feb Australian School Dance Begins

Week 4

13 Feb Shrove Tuesday “Pancake Day”
14 Feb Ash Wednesday Liturgy 8.45am

Week 5
23 Feb Just Leadership Day

Week 6
5 Mar Student Leader Speeches

Hi, my name is Christine Maltby and I am the School Chaplain
here at St Mary’s Catholic School. I have a diverse and evolving roll. However, I try to encourage the religious life of the
school by leading meditation, guiding our altar servers during
our school masses and paying visits to the church with our
students so they get to know God. I liaise with Fr Amado and
encourage him to be a part of our school on a regular basis. I
am a pastoral support for each of our students, parents and
staff when I’m called upon to provide a listening ear. I
warmly welcome each of you to St Mary’s Catholic School
and look forward to an exciting year ahead.
‘Mini Vinnies’ members have commenced visiting the elderly
at Murroona Gardens. A letter went home with the students
on Wednesday to be signed and returned, so all Year 5/6
students can be involved in the Mini Vinnies group. In a
couple of weeks with a date to be advised, a ceremony will
take place in the church to commission the new Mini Vinnies
students into the Society of St Vincent de Paul. All Year 5/6
students are welcome to join and parents are welcome to
attend.
Mini Vinnies have a number of activities throughout the year.
Firstly they will commence fund raising for the ‘Assist-AStudent’ program which will be selling ice-cream flurries each
week on Friday from the tuckshop menu. To maximise our
profits, we ask families to kindly donate plastic cups, plastic
spoons and sprinkles. May I thank you in advance for your
kind donations.

‘Go out into the darkness, and put your hand

into the hand of God. That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known
way.’ (Minnie Liuise Haskins)
My contact details: Phone: 47861203
Email: cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au
I am available each Wednesday and Friday if you wish to have a chat

Welcome back to a new year of learning
experiences for 2018.

Religious Life of the School

Religious Life of the School
Congratulations to the students of St Mary’s Catholic School for participating so reverently during our first
School Mass of the year. The Year 5/6 Class led us in prayer and they were all very confident reciting
their readings, singing the Psalm and Alleluia. It takes great courage to stand up in front of the
congregation and I could not be prouder of our Year 5/6 Class.
Thank you Mrs Menzies, Mrs Sullivan and Mrs Maltby for assisting the children to learn their specific
parts for the Mass. An enormous THANK YOU to Mrs Mary Kelly for learning six new hymns for our
School Mass. You surely are a very talented and creative lady!!! We also would like to thank Fr Amado
for leading us in prayer and to all of the members of the Parish for joining us this morning.
During Mass, we celebrated the Presentation of the Lord. This feast originated before the fifth century
and is celebrated forty days after Christmas. Today during Mass, we commemorated the birth of a child
and recalled the encounter of Jesus with Simeon and Anna in the temple. Four children lit candles during our Mass today to remind us that Christ is ‘the light to enlighten all nations’.
Thank you everyone who was able to attend our first School Mass of the year.
Our Prep class have been learning about praying the Rosary and they made the most amazing Rosary
beads using fruit loops and a cross. Christian Meditation has also been a focus in our Prep classroom
with the children closing their eyes and chanting Mar-ra-na-tha.

God Bless,
Colette Williams
APRE

General Information
Parent Information Sessions:
Thank you to all parents and guardians who were able to attend the
parent information sessions on Wednesday afternoon. If you were
unable to attend, please contact the office to arrange a meeting with the
classroom teacher as we aim to work in close collaboration with our families to achieve great things this year.

P and F AGM:
A massive THANK YOU is extended to all parents who were able to attend our first P and F meeting
of the school year. I was overwhelmed with the attendance and we certainly covered a wide range
of topics, all focusing on school improvement. I would also like to thank Mrs Julie Muir for organising afternoon tea as it was certainly enjoyed by us all!!!
The AGM will be held on Friday 16th February at 5:30pm at the Library. We are calling nominations
the P and F Executive Roles. If you would like to nominate for a position, please contact Robin
Gee, Julie Muir or myself.
I could feel the ‘love’ of St Mary’s Catholic School in the Library at our first P and F meeting and I
am extremely excited about what we all will be able to achieve this year and for many years to follow
as we share the same vision for our school.
Homework Club:
This year Homework Club will operate each Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning from
8:15am - 8:30am in the Library and will kick off for the school year on Tuesday 6th February (Week
3). Our goal is for all children to attempt their homework on Monday and then to form regular study
habits by attending homework club three days per week. Homework Club will be supervised by two
classroom teachers each morning and you are more than welcome to come and lend a helping
hand.

School Bus Assistance for Lower Income Families
Who May be Eligible? To be eligible for assistance under the Safety Net Scheme,
students must be in one of the following categories:

EVERY FRIDAY



Students of families eligible for a Health Care Card;



Students eligible for a Health Care Card;



Students of families eligible for a Pensioner Concession Card;



Students of families receiving Veterans Affairs Pension; or



Students placed under a care and protection order.

Application forms with further details are available by phoning the offices of
Translink/Department of Transport and Main Roads in Mackay on 4951 8673.

