
Week 3 | Term 1 | 2018 

From the Principal 

At St Mary’s, we are very passionate about 
teaching the whole child academically, socially, 
emotionally and physically.  We model student 
learning on the Ten Characteristics of an          
Effective whereby the child is at the centre, which 
is reflected on the coloured wheel shown.  

 

 

La Petite Danse 

The students at St Mary’s Catholic School are so fortunate to have the opportunity to participate 
in a series of seven lessons with instructors from La Petite Danse.  All classes from Prep to Year 
6 will be participating in a structured dance lesson from Week 3 through to Week 8. 

We would like to thank La Petite Danse for visiting our school to teach the children the art of 
dance.  “Dancing is more than learning steps” at La Petite Danse School Bowen.  La Petite pride 

themselves on developing,   encouraging and nurturing the unique and 
individual qualities each student possesses within and believe that    
every child, regardless of age or    ability, has a special    talent. During 
their lessons, the dance teachers Miss Mel, Miss Chloe and Miss Belle, 
aim to foster a love of dance, whilst developing strong technical and per-
formance qualities in all 
students.  Furthermore, 
the teachers aim to see 
the children grow in 
their skill and confi-
dence. 

 

Colette Williams 
 



News from our Chaplain …. 
 

St Mary – Our 

Help   

 

 

 

‘Mini Vinnies’ members have commenced 

visiting the elderly at Murroona Gardens. A 

letter went home with the students last 

week to be signed and returned, so all Year 

5/6 students can be involved in the mini 

vinnies group. Please remember to send 

those forms  in. 

Mini Vinnies have a number of activities 

throughout the year. Firstly they will com-

mence fund raising for the ‘Assist-A-

Student’ program which will be selling ice-

cream flurries each week from the tuckshop 

menu. To maximise our profits, we ask fami-

lies to kindly donate plastic cups, plastic 

spoons and sprinkles. May I thank-you in 

advance for your donations. 

‘Give me the courage and grace to be 

open to all the possibilities your king-

dom offers.’ (Madonna magazine)  

My contact details:  Phone: 47861203                                                 

Email:   cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au 

I am available each Wednesday and Friday if you wish to have 

a chat. 

 

 

 

 

Week 4 

13 Feb  Shrove Tuesday “Pancake Day” 

14 Feb  Ash Wednesday Liturgy 8.45am 

12 Feb  Running Club begins 

 

Week 5 

23 Feb  Just Leadership Day 

 

Week 6  

5 Mar  Student Leader Speeches 

 

Week 10 

29th Mar  Running Club Finishes 

 

 

 

mailto:cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au


Religious Life of the School 
           
          The Lenten Season 

 
In our classes, we are beginning to talk about the Lenten season.  One of the students asked this week, “When do 
we get to eat pancakes?”  We all began talking about our memories of Shrove Tuesday and the significance of this 
day. 
 
Shrove Tuesday (13th February) is the day before Ash Wednesday (14th           
February).  On Shrove Tuesday, we celebrate and feast before the period of fasting   
required during the Lenten season.  To mark this day, we will be baking pancakes.  This 
sweet treat will signify the last “feast” we will all share before we begin 
Lent.  Traditionally, Christians gave up sweet foods during Lent, so they used up all the 
tasty items in their cupboards and made pancakes.   
 
During Lent we give something up and we do more for others. By doing this we remember that Jesus gave up his 
life for us and it helps us to remember the big sacrifice Jesus made for us. We make a big effort to be better     
people and to be good to those around us. 

 
 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. We focus on turning our hearts and 
minds back towards God during this time. During our prayer celebration, we all receive the 
ashes on our foreheads. The ashes are the burnt palm leaves which were used at Mass on 
Palm Sunday 2017. The ashes remind us that we came from the earth which God created 
and that one day we will return to the earth and to God.   
 

In our office foyer, there is a basket where the children can place an item that they are going to give up for Lent. 
For example, I am going to give up eating white chocolate for the Lenten season.  I will therefore, place a block of 
chocolate in the basket with my name on it.  Or I could take up volunteering at Vinnies by placing an item in the 
basket for Vinnies with my name on it.  I encourage all children, parents, family and friends to add an item to our 
basket.  At the end of Lent, we will go through the items in the basket and share our stories of sacrifice and       
repentance. 

 

What will you give up or take up for Lent????   

 
 
 
 
 
 

God Bless, 
 
Colette Williams 
APRE 
 



General Information 
 
 

Volunteer Induction: 
Thank you to all parents who were able to attend our Volunteer Induction on 
Monday.  We are so fortunate at SMB to have such incredibly supportive    
parents, grandparents and wider members of our school community who are 
willing to volunteer in our school to increase the learning outcomes of all     
students.  Thank you!!! 
 
 
P and F Association AGM: 
Just a reminder that the AGM will be held on Friday 16th February at 5:30pm at the Library.  We are 
calling nominations the P and F Executive Roles.  If you would like to nominate for a position, please 
contact Robin Gee, Julie Muir or myself.   
 
Homework Club: 
Thank you to all children who joined us for Homework Club this week.  HW Club will operate each 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning from 8:15am - 8:30am in the Library. 
 
School Banking: 
Thank you to everyone who has taken up School Banking in 2018.  We welcome our new bankers 
and hope you will continue to bank each week to receive your token award.  Please remember to 
send in your whole school banking book so each week can be recorded correctly and you will then 
receive your token.  Once you have 10 tokens you will be able to claim a reward.  
 
Students Departures: 
If your child/children need to leave school before the end of the day, please ensure that you advise 
the school office or their teacher they will be leaving.  ALL students need to be signed out at the 
school office before leaving the school grounds.  If you have any enquiries please contact the school 
office and thank you for your assistance in this matter.  
 

         EVERY FRIDAY  

Running Club 

Mrs Williams and Mrs Antonio will be supervising a 
Running Club each Tuesday and Thursday morning 
from 8.15am —8.30am on the oval starting next 
Tuesday 13th February and concluding at the end 
of Term 1.  Students  
wishing to participate Bowen 
Sub District Cross Country 
Trials are encouraged to  
attend. 

All Students Welcome! 



Baptism is the first of seven sacraments celebrated in the Catholic Church.  It is a Sacrament of Initiation 

where we are welcomed into God’s family and so become a part of Him.   John the Baptist was honoured to 

baptise Jesus in the Jordan River as a sign to the people to do likewise.  Baptism is a shared and celebrated 

sacrament for the parish community.  It is your Catholic birthdate.  Each year it is a reminder of what the Lord 

has done in us, the memory of the gift we have received – the Holy Spirit.  It precedes the sacraments of    

Reconciliation, Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist which students choose to make during their primary 

years.   St Mary’s Catholic School would like to invite children, adults and families alike, to accept this           

opportunity to be baptised together as a school community during a special ceremony this year.  Please fill in 

the form below and return to the school office.  

BAPTISM INVITATION 
This is an invitation for you to be baptised in a community celebration with others from our school.      

Yes, I/my children/my family would like to be part of the Baptismal Celebration with the school community. 

 

Childs name: ______________________________________Parents name:_______________________________________ 

 

Phone/E-mail:_________________________________________________________________ 

Congratulations to the  

YCDI Awardees for Week 1 

  Back L to R:  Henry Angel, Marcos del Solar, Bonnie Nane 

Front L to R: Sophia Honnery, Leland Acton and  

Samantha Pugh 

Congratulations to the  

YCDI Awardees for Week 2 

  Back L to R:  Douglas Moxham, Liam Kenealy, DJ Forskitt and  

Lilla Angel. 

Absent: Logan Locke 


