Week 4 | Term 1 | 2018
From the Principal

Mrs Maltby.. Our Chaplain
Our school is extremely fortunate to have our very own Chaplain. Mrs Christine
Maltby visits our school every Wednesday and Friday and interacts with the students in a variety of ways. Such programs include teaching the children how to be
altar servers, attending community outreach, engaging in Christian Meditation sessions, praying the Rosary, undertaking reconciliation and assisting the children in
preparing for our School Masses.
Each week, Mrs Maltby visits each classroom and she is always available if the
children need to have a chat. Parents are also more than welcome to pop in and
have a chat with Mrs Maltby at any stage.
Last week, Mrs Maltby visited our Prep classroom and during her visit, she broke
open the Gospel reading “Jesus heals Simon’s mother in law” Mk1:29 - 39. Mrs
Maltby engaged the Prep children in a role play experience where Blake adopted
the role of Jesus and Matilda, Sophie and Ben adopted the role of the people
needing healing. The younger students deepen their understandings of scripture
by engaging in dramatic role play experiences. Thank you Mrs Maltby for visiting
the classrooms each week to assist with our faith formation.

News from our Chaplain ….

Term 1
22 January - 29 March
Week 5
22 Feb Just Leadership Day
23 Feb School Mass

Week 6
5 Mar Student Leader Speeches

Week 10
29 Mar Running Club Finishes

Term 2
17 April - 29 June

Mini Vinnie students will be commissioned
in a special school Mass next Friday, 23rd
February at 9am. Everyone is very welcome
to come along to Mass and stay afterwards
for a cuppa and biscuits. The Year 3/4 class
will lead us for Mass.
Mini Vinnies ask that families who are able,
to donate plastic cups, plastic spoons to
help out the ‘Assist-A-Student’ program run
by the Mini Vinnies students. Ice-cream
flurries are being sold each Friday on the
tuckshop menu to raise funds for this cause.
Thank-you greatly to those families who
have so kindly already donated to this
project.

“Only God remains” while everything
else – like empires, cultures, ideologies and nations – passes.
(Madonna Magazine)
My contact details: Phone: 47861203
Email: cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au
I am available each Wednesday and Friday if you wish to have
a chat.

Religious Life of the School

Shrove Tuesday
The Religious Life of our School was truly alive this week as we celebrated Shrove
Tuesday and undertook a Liturgy for Ash Wednesday.
Shrove Tuesday takes place the day before the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday and is
a day when Christians traditionally were encouraged to go to confession in preparation
for the penitential season that would end 40 days and 40 nights later with Easter
Sunday.
Dating back to 1000AD, over the years Shrove Tuesday not only became a day for
Confession but a time for Catholics to feast on eggs, sugar and dairy which are
traditionally restricted during the Lenten fast. Not only was Shrove Tuesday a last
chance to gorge on such foods but it was also a way to use them up before fasting
began. At St Mary’s, we made pancakes and at morning tea time, we sat and ate our
pancakes together as we prepared to enter into the Lenten season.

Ash Wednesday
The Year 3/4 Class then led us in prayer for our Ash Wednesday Liturgy. Ash Wednesday comes from the ancient
Jewish tradition of penance and fasting. The practice includes the wearing of ashes on the head. The ashes
symbolise the dust from which God made us. During our Liturgy, the sign of the cross was made on the forehead
of all students as we remembered that we were made by God. The ashes are made from the blessed palms used
in the Palm Sunday celebration of the previous year. The ashes are christened with Holy Water and are scented
by exposure to incense. While the ashes symbolise penance and contrition, they are also a reminder that God is
gracious and merciful to those who call on Him with repentant hearts. His Divine mercy is of utmost importance
during the season of Lent, and the Church calls on us to seek that mercy during the entire Lenten season with
reflection, prayer and penance.
Thank you Mrs Farley for assisting in preparing the children to
lead us in prayer. The Year 3/4 Class were simply AMAZING!!!
What are you going to give up or take up during this Lenten
Season?

God Bless
Colette Williams (APRE)

General Information
P and F Association AGM:
Just a reminder that the AGM will be held today Friday 16th February at 5:30pm at the Library. We
are calling nominations the P and F Executive Roles. If you would like to nominate for a position,
please contact Robin Gee, Julie Muir or myself.

Homework Club:
Thank you to all children who joined us for Homework Club this week. HW Club will operate each
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning from 8:15am - 8:30am in the Library.

Choir:
Students in Years 1 to 6 who enjoy singing are welcome to attend choir practice from 1:00 to 1:25
pm on Thursdays in the Music Room. Mrs Antonio and Mrs Ninnes are looking forward to preparing
the choir for singing at liturgies, masses and the Burdekin Eisteddfod (to name but a few opportunities). Students in Years 5 & 6 who are wishing to be considered for the choir option at Mulkadee this
year, are strongly encouraged to participate.
Running Club:
Mrs Williams and Mrs Antonio will be supervising a Running Club each Tuesday and Friday morning
from 8.15am —8.30am on the oval. Students wishing to participate Bowen Sub District Cross
Country Trials are encouraged to attend. All Students Welcome!

Congratulations to the
YCDI Awardees for Week 3
Back L to R: Ivan Poljakovic Yr 5/6, Kate
Cross Yr 5/6, Kyle Hager Yr 5/6 and Keeleigh Muir
Yr 3/4.
Front L to R: Lucas Poljakovic Yr 1/2, Elle Young
Yr 1/2 and Dwyatt Schultz Prep

BAPTISM INVITATION
This is an invitation for you to be baptised in a community celebration with others from our school.

Baptism is the first of seven sacraments celebrated in the Catholic Church. It is a Sacrament of Initiation
where we are welcomed into God’s family and so become a part of Him. John the Baptist was honoured to
baptise Jesus in the Jordan River as a sign to the people to do likewise. Baptism is a shared and celebrated
sacrament for the parish community. It is your Catholic birthdate. Each year it is a reminder of what the Lord
has done in us, the memory of the gift we have received – the Holy Spirit. It precedes the sacraments of
Reconciliation, Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist which students choose to make during their primary
years. St Mary’s Catholic School would like to invite children, adults and families alike, to accept this
opportunity to be baptised together as a school community during a special ceremony this year. Please fill in
the form below and return to the school office.
Yes, I/my children/my family would like to be part of the Baptismal Celebration with the school community.

Childs name: ______________________________________Parents name:_______________________________________

Phone/E-mail:_________________________________________________________________

