Week 5| Term 1 | 2018
From the Principal

Inquiry Based Learning
At St Mary’s we value and promote inquiry based learning as it allows children to use their
creativity, while developing their imagination, dexterity and physical, cognitive and emotional
strength.
Play is also important to healthy brain development. It is through play and inquiry that young
children engage and interact in the world around them. Young children need to manipulate
materials, engage with their peers, stimulate all of their senses and work through their thoughts
and feelings.
Krystal Land our Prep Teacher, provides a very deliberate and effective inquiry-based approach
to learning, which supports all the children’s cognitive development. On Friday last week, the
Prep class ventured outdoors to engage in water play. During this play based learning
experience, the children were learning about capacity (measuring liquids), hefting (mass),
sharing and socialising. I could not help myself but join in with the class, whereby I responded
to their sense of inquiry and exploration by answering their many questions and posing some
challenging questions at the same time.

News from our Chaplain ….

Term 1
22 January - 29 March
Week 6
5 March Student Leader Speeches
Week 8
17 March Children’s Mass

Week 10
Marvellous Mary’s Big Day Out
26 March Easter Mass
29 March Running Club Finishes

Term 2
17 April - 29 June

The Mini Vinnie students were to be
commissioned in a special school Mass
today. But sadly, Fr Amado was feeling
unwell and wasn’t able to celebrate with
us. However, another date will be chosen in
the future. Thank you to those parents who
came to support our students.
Mini Vinnies ask our school families, who
are able, to donate plastic cups and plastic
spoons to help out the ‘Assist-A-Student’
program run by the Mini Vinnies students.
Ice-cream flurries are being sold each Friday
on the tuckshop menu to raise funds for
this cause. Thank you greatly to those families who have already so kindly donated to
this project.

“Evil triumphs when good people do
nothing.” (Edmund Burke – philosopher)
My contact details: Phone: 47861203
Email: cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au
If you wish to have a chat, I am available each
Wednesday and Friday at school.

Religious Life of the School
This week we have continued our focus on Lent and have been reminding
the children of the importance of “giving up” or “taking up” something
during this Lenten Season.
Thank you to all children, parents and staff who have brought in items
to place in our Lent basket, which is located in the office foyer.
How are you all travelling with the items you chose to “give up” or
“take up”????
During Lent, we as Christians commit to fasting, as well as give up
certain luxuries in order to replicate the sacrifice of Jesus Christ’s
journey into the desert for 40 days. Good luck everyone in staying
strong and determined during this Lenten Season.

God Bless
Colette Williams (APRE)

General Information
Homework Club:
Thank you to all children who joined us for Homework Club this week. HW Club will operate each
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morning from 8:15am - 8:30am in the Library.
Choir:
Students from Years 1 to 6 enjoyed their first singing
practice last Thursday in the Music Room with Mrs
Antonio and Mrs Ninnes The students are working
towards performing at Eisteddfods and school events.
Students in Years 5 & 6 who are wishing to be
considered for the choir option at Mulkadee this year,
are strongly encouraged to participate.
School Fees Accounts: There was an incorrect
due date for the Term 1 school fees. The date should
be 16th March. Apologies to everyone for any
confusion.
Ice Creams on Fridays: If students would like to purchase an ice cream with
sprinkles at second break on Fridays, please order using the lunch bag system. A
separate bag for ice creams with name, year level and correct money would be
appreciated.

St Mary’s P and F Association News

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our P and F AGM and General Meeting last Friday. I would like to acknowledge and thank the outgoing Executive Committee for their dedication
and commitment towards the students of St Mary’s Catholic School. During the meeting, a new executive was elected to include:
President: Robbyn Gee
Vice President: Julie Muir
Secretary: Jodie Cross
Vice Secretary: Alicia Ninnes
Treasurer: Rose McVeigh
Vice Treasuer: Melinda Nane

During the General Meeting, we discussed a variety of topics
and I could feel the energy and love for St Mary’s School in the
room. I really look forward to working alongside all of our parent
volunteers this year.

Congratulations to Week 4 Awardees:
Back L to R: Ella Menzies Yr 3, Sarah Finn
Yr 4, Poppy Nobes Yr 5, Violette
Windridge Yr 3.
Front L to R: Matilda Smith Prep,
Domingo del Solar Yr 1, James Finn Yr 2,
and Blake Williams Prep.

BAPTISM INVITATION
This is an invitation for you to be baptised in a community celebration with others from our school.

Baptism is the first of seven sacraments celebrated in the Catholic Church. It is a Sacrament of Initiation
where we are welcomed into God’s family and so become a part of Him. John the Baptist was honoured to
baptise Jesus in the Jordan River as a sign to the people to do likewise. Baptism is a shared and celebrated
sacrament for the parish community. It is your Catholic birthdate. Each year it is a reminder of what the Lord
has done in us, the memory of the gift we have received – the Holy Spirit. It precedes the sacraments of
Reconciliation, Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist which students choose to make during their primary
years. St Mary’s Catholic School would like to invite children, adults and families alike, to accept this
opportunity to be baptised together as a school community during a special ceremony this year. Please fill in
the form below and return to the school office.
Yes, I/my children/my family would like to be part of the Baptismal Celebration with the school community.

Childs name: ______________________________________Parents name:_______________________________________

Phone/E-mail:_________________________________________________________________

St Mary’s has registered for the Coles Sports for Schools. When
you shop at Coles, you'll receive Sports for Schools vouchers that
our school can exchange for sports gear. The more vouchers you
collect, the more sports gear we’ll receive. Start collecting today
because the race is on! Please bring your vouchers to the school
office. Thank you for your support in this promotion.

28 Feb

Anna Schultz

1 Mar

Kye Land

3 Mar

Marcos del Solar

Mrs Windridge

Mrs Land
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