Week 7| Term 1 | 2018
From the Principal

Communication is the Key
At St Mary’s Catholic School, we pride ourselves in ensuring the channels of communication remain
open at all times. Parents are the child’s first educators and as such, we feel it is essential to nurture the
relationships between the children’s home life and school life.
We offer our families and wider school community a variety of tools and ways in which to communicate
to make certain we are achieving the best learning outcomes for all learners at our school.
How do we communicate at SMB?
 Offer individual parent / teacher interviews












Provide frequent parent information sessions



Share information and our successes via our school Facebook page



Each family has access to Seesaw, which is directly connected to each classroom



We share our weekly newsletter with all families via email, Facebook and our webpage



All teachers are contactable via email

 The Principal and Classroom Teachers have an “open door policy” and are free to chat before
and after school


Principal is on morning duty and welcomes parents coming and having a chat

If at any stage you would like to have a meeting with the classroom teacher or myself, you can either
contact the school office or send an email to the classroom teacher to arrange a suitable meeting time.

News from our Chaplain ….

Term 1
22 January - 29 March
Week 8
17 March Children’s Mass
Week 9
20 March Hearing Screening Prep
23 March School Disco

Week 10
Marvellous Mary’s Big Day Out
26 March Easter Mass
29 March Running Club Finishes
29 March Free Dress Day
Term 2
17 April - 29 June

The Mini Vinnies were commissioned at a
school mass on Wednesday along with the
School Leaders who received a blessing for
the year ahead. Thank you to the parents
and friends who attended the ceremony
and to the students who have nominated to
volunteer for the St Vincent de Paul Society.
The newly commissioned Mini Vinnies will
commence visiting Murroona Gardens next
Wednesday.
Our newly appointed Mercy Leaders helped
out today with our whole school meditation
in the library, where Dr Day and Mrs Francis
were attending from Townsville Catholic
Education Office. Thank you Cody and
Liam.
Families who are able are asked to donate
plastic cups and plastic spoons to help out
the ‘Assist-A-Student’ program run by the
Mini Vinnies students. Ice-cream cups are
being sold each Friday on the tuckshop
menu to raise funds for this cause. Thankyou so much to those families who have so
kindly donated.
“Fast from indifference to others this
Lent.” (Pope Francis)
My contact details: Phone: 47861203
Email: cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au
I am available each Wednesday and
Friday if you wish to have a chat.

Religious Life of the School
On Wednesday this week, we hosted a very special School Mass to commission our Year 5/6 Mini
Vinnie’s students and our 2018 School Leaders. During the Mass, Fr Amado blessed the Mini Vinnie’s
and Student Leaders badges and offered them all a very special prayer.
Fr Amado acknowledged that the young volunteers in Year 5/6 and our School Leaders are taking on a
terrific responsibility.
Mini Vinnie’s and School Leader Prayer:
Dear Lord,
Look kindly on these Mini Vinnies and the School Leaders, as we send them forth as messengers of salvation and
peace. Guide their steps with your mighty arm and strengthen them with Your grace, so they will never falter.
Enable their deed to echo the voice of Christ so that those they touch will be drawn to Your love.
Fill their hearts with the Holy Spirit, so that by becoming all things to all people they may lead many people to You.
We Pray this in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit……..Amen

God Bless
Colette Williams
APRE

Congratulations to Bonnie
Year 3, who received the
book award for Week 5.

Congratulations to Elysia
Year 5, who received the
book award for Week 6.

Congratulations Sharujan and Henry for
making the Bowen Sub District Tennis
team and good luck for the next Trials.

YCDI Awards
Congratulations and well done to
our awardees for Week 6:
L to R: Sophie Boyle Prep, Ryda
Acton Yr 2, Matilda Stevens Yr 5,
Chantilly Pilcher Yr 4 and Kye Land
Prep.

13 Mar Elle Gordon
16 Mar Nelson Eigenmann



Sacramental Program 2018





I wish for my child to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Sacrament of Eucharist and Sacrament of Confirmation
this year.
Child’s Name:

Date Baptised:

Parent Signature:

Year Level:

____________

Parish:

_________________

_________________

P & F Association News
The P & F Association hosted a general meeting on
Thursday 8th March. During this meeting, the parents
of our school community shared some truly wonderful
ideas to raise funds to support the learning at St
Mary’s Catholic School.
If you would like to become involved in any fundraising
events, please don’t hesitate to contact any members
of our P & F or the school office. Together, we can
achieve great things at SMB.
Fundraising Ventures for 2018:
Term 1:
 Disco 23rd March 6-8pm
 Easter Raffle
 Mother’s Day Raffle
Term 2:
 Makita Day Out Sausage Sizzle Pilchers Mitre10
(27th April)
 Family Fun Day 12th May
 Under 8’s Day 21st May
 Debutante Ball 30th June
 NAIDOC 3rd August
 Pizza & Sausage Sizzle Days
Term 3:
 Pizza & Sausage Sizzle Days
 Trivia Night (yet to be confirmed)
Term 4:
 Bush Dance (Yet to be confirmed)
 Pizza & Sausage Sizzle Days

Donations needed
For out Easter Raffle……
Please drop into the School Office
If you are able to donate.
Thank you all so much!
Tickets will be sent
home next Tuesday
and the Raffle will be
drawn at the Disco
23 March.,2017

St Mary’s School has registered for the Coles
Sports for Schools. When you shop at Coles,
you'll receive Sports for Schools vouchers that
our school can exchange for sports gear. The
more vouchers you collect, the more sports
gear we’ll receive. Start collecting today because the race is on! Please bring your vouchers to the school office. Thank you for your
support in this promotion.

Left : School Leaders
2018

School Captains—Kate Cross & Elizabeth Menzies
Vice-Captains– Sharujan Selvakumar & Bethany Dowling
Mercy Leaders—Liam Kenealy & Cody Williams
Sports Captains—Aki Roth & Brayden Lee-Williams

Above: Mini Vinnies
Commissioning

President SRC—Kyle Hager

Whole School
Meditation with
Dr Cathy Day &
Mrs Jacqui Francis

WELCOME
Thank you for contacting TalkNQ Speech Pathology. Please read the information below about what to expect
when you attend your first appointment. We understand that the first visit to a speech pathologist can be a
daunting process, for both the child and the parents and we endeavour to make this visit as easy as possible.

What to expect when attending TalkNQ Speech Pathology for the first time:

The assessment will usually begin with the therapist using games or toys to help engage with your child
and help them feel relaxed in the clinic room. Speech pathologists are specialists in child development.
As part of the assessment process, therefore, she will ask detailed questions about many aspects of
your child’s development, such as motor development, play skills, interaction, sleeping habits, eating/
drinking habits, performance at school (if applicable) etc.

Depending upon your child’s age, attention, and compliance, the next step in the assessment process may
involve:

observing your child during play
engaging in conversation while playing
showing them different pictures from books or toys and asking them to point to things or name things
completing parental or teacher questionnaires
further discussion with teachers or playschool staff (with parental consent)

Once the assessment is completed, the therapist will discuss the results with you. This discussion may need to
occur in a feedback session where your child is not present due to the sensitivity of information being shared.

If therapy is indicated, the speech pathologist will explain what the options are and give an idea of the proposed therapy schedule.

You will be given a one page summary of the assessment results (that is, the
written summary) which is included in the initial assessment fee. Sometimes, a more detailed assessment report is
required for example, if your child is being
referred onto the Paediatrician or requires more detail for school. On these occasions, a fee of $140 is
charged to cover the time taken to write the more detailed report.

If therapy is required:

Research shows that early intervention is the key to successfully help your child achieve their maximum potential in communication development. It also helps reduce some of the associated behaviours that may co-exist
when communication breaks down such as frustration, reduced confidence, withdrawal and socialisation difficulties.

Speech pathologists use games and toys to help motivate your child to participate in therapy activities. Although this can look like we are “just playing”, the toys and games are important tools in the therapeutic process because they allow us to target the communication difficulty without putting pressure on your child. Often, the child is so busy “having fun” that they do not realise that they are targeting specific communication
goals!

Parents are encouraged to be actively involved in the therapy activities where possible to make it easier to
practise these activities during home practice. Attending your speech pathology session is not enough! It is
important that therapeutic activities (or “speech homework”) are practised and incorporated in your child’s
life at home and at school, where possible.

At TalkNQ Speech Pathology we liaise with teachers as well as Speech Pathologists within the education
system with your consent. This helps ensure that there is consistency within the school, home and clinic environments. We encourage parents to ask questions at any stage if they are unclear about any aspect of the
assessment or treatment.

We hope that this information makes your first experience at TalkNQ Speech Pathology more positive and
look forward to meeting you soon.

With kind regards,

Julie Sexton and Jenna Mottin
Directors of TalkNQ Speech Pathology

Thank you for contacting TalkNQ Speech Pathology. Please take note of the following:
1.

TalkNQ Speech Pathology has 5 clinic locations across North Queensland:
⇒ Ayrat 52 Queen Street
⇒
⇒

Bowenat PCYC, Cnr Hay Street and Queens Road
Charters Towersat 123 Mosman Street (The Kip McGrath Centre)

⇒ Ingham at 42 Cartwright St (Hinchinbrook Therapy Centre)

⇒ Townsvilleat 1/26 Bowen Road, Hermit Park
2.

All fees are payable on the day of session;
⇒ Ayr and Townsville Clinics – HICAPS available so that you can claim your Private
Health Rebate immediately upon payment and Medicare EPC rebates can be claimed
via HICAPS
⇒ Ingham Clinic - HICAPS available so that you can claim your Private Health Rebate
immediately upon payment (No EPC Claiming available)
⇒ For Bowen and Charters Towers Clinics, and offsite Sessions (at selected schools
and kindies and therapy via Skype) – Our Credit Card Authority Forms completion is
required and all sessions are charged to the nominated credit card the day after
each session and the paid invoice receipt emailed through to the nominated email
address

Please see below for our fee schedule:
Ayr and
Townsville

Ayr and Townsville
Directors Fees

Outreach Clinics – Bowen,
Charters Towers and Ingham

$265

$280

$265

$150

$160

$150

Language Screening (45 minutes)

$150

$160

$150

Stuttering Screening (45 minutes)

$150

$160

$150

$150

$160

$150

$150

$160

$150

$75

$80

$75

30 minutes

$75

$80

$75

45 minutes

$115

$120

$115

1 hour

$150

$160

$150

ASSESSMENT
Detailed Speech and Language
Assessments including a written
summary (1.5 hours)
Speech Screening (45 minutes)

Reading and Spelling Screening (45
minutes)
Progress Summary
Feedback Session
THERAPY

There are flexible service delivery options e.g. weekly appointments, fortnightly appointments, monthly
appointments. Please discuss with your therapist about which therapy option is best suited. There is a
$30 Travel Levy for all Off Site Appointments.

