
From the Principal…. 

Compass Management System 

 
Our school will begin using a new Student Information System called Compass in Term 2.  This is part of the 
Townsville Catholic Education Office rollout of Compass in schools across the Townsville Diocese.  The      
implementation of Compass will mean that there will be some changes to our procedures beginning Tuesday, 
17th April. 
 

 All advice from you about your child’s absence must come through the School Office by phone or email. 
You are welcome to talk to your child’s teacher but you must officially notify the Office.    Ideally,          
notifications about your child’s absence should be made to the School Office by 8.30am. 

 
 If your child is absent and you haven’t notified the School Office, you will receive an SMS message that 

will be sent out from the Compass system.  You will not be able to reply to this SMS to explain the      
absence - you will need to phone or email the School Office using the details in the SMS. One member 
of each household will receive this text. If your child lives in multiple households, the Compass system 
will send an SMS message to one person in each of the households. 

 
 If your child is arriving late or departing early, you will no longer be asked to write in the Late Arrivals or 

Early Departures books. Instead, the Office staff will enter the details directly into the Compass software. 
You still need to come into the Office with your child if they are arriving late and collect your child from 
the Office if they are leaving early. 

 
 On occasions, you may receive emails from Compass Chronicle (compass@compass.email).  An       

example might be an email which tells you that your child has won an award that will be presented  
 at the next School Assembly. 
 
 As our contact with you via the Compass system uses your email address and your mobile phone     

number, it is very important that our school office has up-to-date details for you. Please contact the 
school office as soon as possible if you know that there are changes that you have not yet advised. 

 
 The Compass system also has a component for parent use called the Parent Portal. In May, we will  

open our Parent Portal and provide you with an individual login and instructions for using the portal via 
your computer and your mobile phone. 

 
 
We appreciate your cooperation as our school implements this new system.  If you have any questions, please 
don’t hesitate to contact the school office. 

 

 

 

Week 9| Term 1 | 2018 



 

On Sunday 18th March, we hosted our first Family Mass for the school year.  I 

was absolutely delighted to see so many children and their families join us in 

prayer.  The children showed such reverence during the entire Mass and I was   

incredibly proud of the way they all spoke with confidence when reciting their  

readings.  The cantor singers had the entire congregation joining in with them and 

the three psalmists used loud and clear singing voices.  Well done everyone!!! 

 

Each term we will have one to two Family Masses and we encourage all families 
to join us in prayer followed by morning tea.  By attending Sunday Mass, the  
children can become part of our Parish family. 
 

On Monday 26th March at 8:45am, the Prep Class will be leading us in prayer for 
our Holy Week Liturgy of the Word.  Each class will be presenting a              
recontextualisation of an event from Holy Week.  We hope that you all can join us 
for our Holy Week Liturgy!!! 
 
 

 

 

 

The Religious Life of our School is well and truly alive next week with our Year 5/6 
Class presenting the Stations of the Cross on Wednesday  morning at 8:30am. We 
hope that you can join us for their 
presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

God Bless  

Colette Williams  

APRE 



News from our Chaplain …. 
I would like to say thank you to all of the 

students and families who attended our 

Sunday Family Mass last week and to those 

who helped out in some way to make it a 

wonderful celebration.  Good on you! 

Families who are able, are asked to donate 

plastic cups and plastic spoons to help out 

the ‘Assist-A-Student’ program run by the 

Mini Vinnies students. Ice-cream cups are 

being sold each Friday from the tuckshop 

menu to raise funds for this cause.        

Thank-you so much to those families who 

have already so kindly donated. 

 

“Prayer is the most beautiful, the 

most important and the most power-

ful work a person can perform.”  (Fr 

Martin M. Barta – ACN Mirror Pamphlet) 

 
 

 

 

 

My contact details:       Phone: 47861203                                                 

Email:   cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au 

If you wish to have a chat, I am available every 

Wednesday and Friday at school. 

 

 

 

Term 1  

22 January  -  29 March 

Week 9 

20 March Hearing Screening Prep 

23 March School Disco 6-8pm 

Week 10 

Marvellous Mary’s Big Day Out!! 

26 March  Easter Mass 

29 March  La Petite Danse School 

Showcase 

29 March Easter Bonnet Parade 

29 March Free Dress Day 

Term 2  

17 April  -  29 June 

 

 

 

 

mailto:cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au


 

Sacramental Program 2018 

I wish for my child to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation,    Sacrament of 

Eucharist and Sacrament of Confirmation this year. 

 

Child’s Name:      ______Year Level: _____________ 

                                         

Date Baptised:    ____________ Parish: ________________ 

 

Parent Name:      _____Phone No: _______________ 

 

Parent Signature: _____________________________ 

BAPTISM INVITATION 
This is an invitation for you to be baptised in a community celebration with others from our school.      

Baptism is the first of seven sacraments celebrated in the Catholic Church.  It is a Sacrament of Initiation 

where we are welcomed into God’s family and so become a part of Him.   John the Baptist was honoured to 

baptise Jesus in the Jordan River as a sign to the people to do likewise.  Baptism is a shared and celebrated 

sacrament for the parish community.  It is your Catholic birthdate.  Each year it is a reminder of what the Lord 

has done in us, the memory of the gift we have received – the Holy Spirit.  It precedes the sacraments of    

Reconciliation, Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist which students choose to make during their primary 

years.   St Mary’s Catholic School would like to invite children, adults and families alike, to accept this           

opportunity to be baptised together as a school community during a special ceremony this year.  Please fill in 

the form below and return to the school office.  

Yes, I/my children/my family would like to be part of the Baptismal Celebration with the school community. 

Child’s name: _______________________________________ 

Parents name:_______________________________________ 

Phone/Email:________________________________________ 



 

 

 

       Congratulations and well done 

to our awardees for Week 8: 

L to R:  Benjamin Pilcher, Zac 

Lowcock, Oliver Green, Brianna 

Ninnes and Noah Hager. 

YCDI Awards 

Congratulations and well done to our 

YCDI awardee for Week 8,  DJ Forskitt, 

who loves everything to do with      

Dinosaurs!! 

Parents, Family and Friends  

are invited to join us for the  

Presentation of  

La Petite Danse School Showcase  

On Thursday 29th March at 12 noon. 



 
 

We congratulate each of our Year 6 student leaders and how proud we are of their           

achievements and the high standard of speeches they presented at our school assembly           

recently.   This week we feature our Vice School Captains, Bethany Dowling and Sharujan    

Selvakumar.  

School Captain Speech 
 

Good morning Principal, Students, Teachers, Parents, Aids and 
Friends 

 

A good leader is encouraging, a good leader is reliable, a good 
leader is confident. That's why I’m a good leader. I've acquired all 
these valuable skills over the seven experienced filled years I have 
spent at St Mary’s, I am hoping to pass this knowledge onto you. 
 

A good leader is encouraging, because they will encourage the peo-
ple they are leading to try their best.  I will encourage everyone 
to reach and perform at their full potential no matter what their 
age, class or knowledge. I will NOT put down or insult anybody be-
cause I believe that everyone should have the right to learn 
equally. 
 

A good leader is reliable, they do what they say they will do and 
will be willing to help whenever they can. You can rely on me to 
cheer you up because nobody should feel sad, bullied or mistreat-
ed. If you feel like no one wants to play with you or no one likes 
you I will find you someone to play with,  play with you myself or 
just have a talk. 
 

A good leader is confident, I display this value when I work as a 
mentor for the preps . I will confidently thank any visitors that 
come to our school like our arts council performers and community 
members who come to address us here at St Mary’s.  I will confi-
dently follow, obey and respect all school rules and will try to 
teach our younger students these by leading by example. 
 

That is why I'm an excellent school leader. To be encouraging, reli-
able and confident, are valuable skills that I can promote to 
make our proud school a better school. Therefore I will lead our 
school with compassion, pride and live the gospel values as your 
school leader. So vote for me, Bethany Dowling, as your school 
captain. 
 

Thank you for listening. 

VICE  

SCHOOL 

CAPTAIN 



 

School captain speech 

Good morning students, teachers, Mrs William’s, aides, staff and par-
ents. Do you want a school captain that could represent this school 
with joy and pride? Do you want a school captain who can be re-
spectful to others, compassionate to others and especially one who’s 
trustworthy? Do you want a school captain that does what they are 
told to do? Like Martin Luther King I also have a dream that this 
school one day will be the best school there is. 
In this last year of being in  primary school I will try my best to 
live up to the gospel values and to be a good school leader. So vote 
me Sharujan Selvakumar to be your school captain. 
 
Throughout my 7 years at St Mary’s School I have learned that the 
most valued quality that all school captains should have is trustwor-
thiness because a trustworthy leader is one who can be relied on in 
every situation. A trustworthy leader is one who you can share your 
feelings with. A trustworthy school leader is one who keeps their word 
and one who offers you great advice when you need it the most. 
When you need somebody to comfort you, I will be there for you in 
every situation and if you need someone to talk to, I will keep your 
confidence up. If it is some sort of fight with your friends in school I 
will do my best to help you by comforting you. If somebody is try-
ing to bully you I will be there to assist you in any way I possibly 
can to stop them from bullying you. 
   
A great leader is one who tries their very best to be compassionate. 
A compassionate leader is one who cares not only for themselves 
but other people's feelings.  I try my best to take care of my fel-
low classmates and the junior kids of our school when they are in-
jured, heartbroken or bullied. I will try my very best to stand up for 
students who don’t feel they can stand up for themselves with the 
power of confidence. 
 
A great leader is one who is respectful! A respectful leader is one 
who listens to people, who respects their elders  and can show empa-
thy to people in their personal life. I show respectfulness by listening 
to the teachers, speaking kindly to others, use good manners, and 
always saying hello to every person I see. I  take care of my be-
longings, and use school property correctly and responsibly. 
  
In conclusion, I would like to thank you for listening to me and for 
giving me the opportunity to speak to you today.  Even if I am not 
elected school captain, I will try my best to lead you well, follow the 
gospel values and try to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. This is why 
I, Sharujan Selvakumar, should be voted a school captain in 2018. 
 
Thank You 

VICE  

SCHOOL 

CAPTAIN 



 


