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Footy Fever
We are very focused on developing the skills and talents of all children at our school. Whilst we
are a place of academic learning, we also provide our students with numerous opportunities to
enrich their physical capabilities.
Mrs Catherine Antonio is a lady of many talents. Many of you would know Mrs Antonio as our
super sporty Physical Education teacher. During this term, Mrs Antonio has coordinated a series
of NRL clinics, which was funded by The Sporting Schools Programme. The funds have allowed
our school to source two NRL specialists to conduct a series of five specialised lessons for all
children in Years 1 to 6.
Coco Quirke and Evan Civcic were highly energetic and provided highly engaging lessons to
develop the skills and capabilities of the students. Each Friday, I could hear laughter, cheering,
and words of encouragement, as the children built upon their ball handling skills in the game of
rugby league.
The loudest squeals of sheer delight were heard last Friday, when our Prep class was invited to
attend a special NRL session. In all of my years of teaching, I have never heard such a happy
sound. The Prep class (including the staff) had an absolute blast!!!!
We thank Mrs Antonio, Mr Quirke and Mr Civcic for providing such a wonderful opportunity for
our students. We will continue to work in close collaboration with the team from NRL to enhance
the skill development of our students.

Colette Williams
Principal

Religious Life of our School
What is Holy Week?
As we near the end of our Lenten Season, it is time to reflect on the changes in our lives. Some of us here at
St Mary’s decided to ‘give up’ something, while others made a conscious choice to ‘take up’ something. As
we near the end of Lent, we are now teaching our students about the important events of Holy Week.
Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week; the last week of Lent leading up to Easter. On Palm
Sunday Christians everywhere remember Jesus’ triumphant arrival in Jerusalem. Church services will often
include a procession of palm branches, symbolic of the ones laid at Jesus’ feet as he rode into the city. The
ashes from the palm branches are kept until the following year’s Ash Wednesday, as a reminder of the death
and resurrection of Jesus.
As Holy Week draws to a close and Easter approaches, we have Holy Wednesday, commemorating Judas
Iscariot’s intent to betray Jesus; Maundy Thursday, commemorating the Last Supper Jesus shared with his
disciples in which he predicts his betrayal by the following denial by Peter; and Good Friday, the day on
which Christians around the world remember Jesus’ crucifixion and burial.
With Good Friday over, Christians look forward to Easter Sunday, the day on which Jesus rose from his
tomb.
“As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they

were alarmed. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He
has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going
ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’ ” Mark 16:5-7
We wish you all the best as you remain focused during this Lenten Season.

Colette Williams
APRE

Third Week of Lent
(School week beginning 16th March)

Project Compassion, Week 3, brings you the story of
Barry, a Gamilaroi man originally from western NSW.
Barry is a father of four and he embodies resilience and
strength. Growing up in a tough environment, he had to
look inside himself to make the right choices for himself
and his family.
Barry, and others like him, were able to take part in a
cultural healing program called Red Dust Healing. This
program encourages participants to examine their own
personal hurt and allows them to heal from within,
addressing family and personal relationships and what may have been life-long
patterns of violence, abuse and neglect.

Your support of Project compassion can help build a brighter future for people like
Barry through the Red Dust Healing program.
Let’s Go Further, Together! lent.caritas.org.au

Congratulations to all of our Week 8
YCDI and Principal Awardees .

Prep - Jaleika Murdock and Andrew Firth
Year 1 - Ethan Kyle Fulton and Evan Moxham

Year 3 - Leland Acton

Year 2 - Kye Land and Laila Beath

Year 4 - James Finn

Year 6 - Taylah Smith and Lexi Weldon
Year 5 - Ella Menzies

Putting the Safety of our
Students First!!!
I ask that all families please
ensure that the Bus Zone
along Poole Street remains as
a designated Bus Zone. This
is NOT a Drop Off Zone.
It is our job as parents to put
the safety of our children
first. I ask for your support in
this matter. Thank you.

Congratulations!!!
To the Lucky winners
Of the P and F
Easter Raffle.
Thank you everyone for your
kind donations towards this
raffle.
Banking Students please
note that School Banking
has been suspended until
further notice.

