Week 5| Term 1| 2019
From the Principal….

Kids Feel Safe
The safety and well-being of all students is our number one priority at St Mary’s Catholic School. Each year, all
staff complete Student Protection Training as a component of our mandatory compliance.
We have two staff who participate in extra training each year, which allows them to adopt the very important
role of “Safe People” within our school. Krystal Land and Suzette Windridge are our school’s “Safe People” and
they coordinate a variety of activities in our school each year to highlight the safety and well-being of all. On
Friday 15th March, we will celebrate “Action Against Bullying Day”, where the children will engage in activities
surrounding bullying. We also encourage children to wear orange on this day.
On Tuesday 19th February, we were visited by Katherine Olsen and Christie Sinclair from the Townsville
Catholic Education Office. They both form part of the Student Protection team at our head office and regularly
visit schools within the diocese to provide training opportunities for all staff.
During their visit, they spent time in each classroom, where they educated the children about cyber-safety and
protective behaviours. I was amazed at the children’s knowledge of social media and how responsive they
were to all that Katherine and Christie shared with them in terms of being safe and making good choices.
The staff participated in a session after school, which focuses on the four types of abuse and our vital role as
mandatory reporters. The teachers asked a lot of thought provoking questions and shared their concern and
love towards their students as we spoke about safety and well-being.
Across our Diocese, all schools implement the ‘Kids Feel Safe Strategy”, which is outlined in our Student
Protection Policy. Our policy clearly states that “We are committed to providing a safe learning environment
for all students. All staff and visitors in our schools have a responsibility to act to protect students from harm
and to respond, manage and/or report any issues relating to the protection of students, including any concerns
relating to student harm and self harm”.
If you have any questions about Student Protection, please pop into the office to have a chat.

Colette Williams
Principal
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In our classes, we are beginning to talk about the Lenten season. One of the students asked this week, “When
do we get to eat pancakes?” We all began talking about our memories of Shrove Tuesday from last year and
the significance of this day.
Shrove Tuesday (5th March) is the day before Ash Wednesday (6th March). On Shrove Tuesday, we celebrate
and feast before the period of fasting required during the Lenten season. To mark this day, we will be making
pancakes. This sweet treat will signify the last “feast” we will all share before we begin Lent. Traditionally,
Christians gave up sweet foods during Lent, so they used up all the tasty items in their cupboards and made
pancakes.
During Lent we give something up and we do more for others. By doing this we remember that Jesus gave up
his life for us and it helps us to remember the big sacrifice Jesus made for us. We make a big effort to be better
people and to be good to those around us.
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. We focus on turning our hearts and minds back towards God
during this time. During our prayer celebration, we all receive the ashes on our foreheads. The ashes are the
burnt palm leaves which were used at Mass on Palm Sunday 2018. The ashes remind us that we came from the
earth which God created and that one day we will return to the earth and to God.
In our office foyer, there is a basket where the children can place an item that they are going to give up for
Lent. I am going to place a bag of nuts in the basket as I have developed a rather unhealthy addiction for nuts.
Or I could take up volunteering at Vinnies by placing an item in the basket for Vinnies with my name on it. I
encourage all children, parents, family and friends to add an item to our basket. At the end of Lent, we will go
through the items in the basket and share our stories of sacrifice and repentance.

What will you give up or take up for Lent????
God Bless
Colette Williams
APRE
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YCDI

Congratulations to Benjamin
Yr 1who received the YCDI
Weekly Book award.

Awards

Congratulations to the YCDI Awardees for Week 4
L to R: DJ Forskitt, Aislinn Ninnes, Sarah Finn, Samara Selvakumar,
James Finn, Letti Williams, William Dau and Jordan Saffell.

21 Feb Thomas Schroeter
3 Mar Marcos del Solar
4 Mar Chelsea Woodward
6 Mar Roxy Johnson

Congratulations to this week’s Principal Awardees:
L to R: Marcos del Solar, Matilda Stevens, Ben DeLacey,
Roxy Johnson, Samantha Pugh, Charlotte Rafelo and
Scarlette Bear.
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P and F Association News…..

She Sells Sea Shells”

“

High Tea
Sunday 31st March 2019
2pm—5pm

St Mary’s Catholic School
Tickets are available from
school office

$25 per person
Complimentary Champagne on arrival!!
Guest Speaker
Silent Auction - Entertainment and Games
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News from School Chaplain….Mrs Maltby

Term 1 29 Jan—5 Apr
Week 6
5 Mar Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day)
6 Mar Ash Wednesday Liturgy
8.30am Library

7 Mar P & F Meeting
Week 7
21 Mar P & F Donut Drive
21 Mar School Board Mtg 5.30pm
Week 9
25-27 Mar Yr 6 Leadership Camp
Gumburu

31 Mar P and F Association
She Sells Sea Shells High Tea
2pm—5pm
Week 10
1 April

Holy Week Celebrations

5 April

School Mass 9am

All funds raised from the sale of ice-cream cups
supports the St Vincent de Paul Society who in
turn pass on the money to the Assist-A-Student
programme to educate an underprivileged child
for one year. The P&F Association kindly
donates the ice-cream for this project and the
Mini Vinnie students are very grateful.
Donation of cups and spoons would also be
greatly appreciated to help reduce expenses.
Thank you to all in advance for your support.
This week, Mini Vinnie students from Year 6,
Ben and Oliver, visited Murroona Gardens to
hand out a birthday card to a 90 year old
‘Grandma’!
Power, property and prestige may give us
status in the eyes of the world; but what we
are in the eyes of God is what really matters.
(Madonna magazine)

My contact details: Phone: 47861203
Email: cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au
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Cupcakes For Sale

Student Absence using
Compass Parent Portal

Every Wednesday during Term 1
Year 4/5 will be selling Yummy!
Morning Tea Cupcakes for $1.00
Funds raised will go to the Flood
affected Families in Townsville

EVERY
WEDNESDAY

If your child is away (due to sickness, for
an appointment or any other reason),
please ensure that you contact the school
office, NOT the classroom teacher. OR
alternatively, parents can log in to the
Parent Compass Portal and record your
child’s absence.
Open the Compass Parent Portal and
select your child. Then Click on
“Approvals” and at the bottom of screen
click on the “ + “ (Add) . Fill in the details
and press “Add Attendance Note”.
The school office will then receive this
notification and record the absence. If you
have any concerns, please contact the
school office. Thank you.

Every Friday
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BAPTISM INVITATION
This is an invitation for you to be baptised in a community celebration with others from our school.

Baptism is the first of seven sacraments celebrated in the Catholic Church. It is a Sacrament of Initiation
where we are welcomed into God’s family and so become a part of Him. John the Baptist was honoured to
baptise Jesus in the Jordan River as a sign to the people to do likewise. Baptism is a shared and celebrated
sacrament for the parish community. It is your Catholic birthdate. Each year it is a reminder of what the Lord
has done in us, the memory of the gift we have received – the Holy Spirit. It precedes the sacraments of
Reconciliation, Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist which students choose to make during their primary
years. St Mary’s Catholic School would like to invite children, adults and families alike, to accept this
opportunity to be baptised together as a school community during a special ceremony this year. Please fill in
the form below and return to the school office.
Yes, I/my children/my family would like to be part of the Baptismal Celebration with the school community.

Child’s name: _______________________________________
Parents name:_______________________________________
Phone/Email:________________________________________

Sacramental Program 2019
I wish for my child to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Sacrament of Eucharist and
Sacrament of Confirmation on the 10th August, 2019.

Child’s Name:
Date Baptised:
Parent Name:

______Year Level: _____________
____________

Parish: ________________

_____Phone No: _______________

Parent Signature: _____________________________

