
From the Principal….  

Clever Cookies in Prep 

Last year our P&F Association committed to funding an Early Literacy Program, which we are rolling 
out in our Prep class this year.  The program is called InitiaLit and last week I had the pleasure of  
joining in during one of their lessons. 
 

InitiaLit is an evidence-based whole class Literacy Program, which 
provides the students with the essential core knowledge and strong 
foundations to become successful readers and writers.  The        
program is fun, engaging and incorporates daily lessons in         
phonemic awareness, reading, spelling as well as rich language  
instruction. 
 

The program is implemented every day with a core focus on: 

 Phonemic awareness 

 Phonics 

 Fluency 

 Vocabulary 

 Comprehension 
 

During my classroom visit, I was amazed at the active participation from all students and the many 
sounds and letter names that they already know.  The children are “tuning in their ears” to hear the 
different sounds in words. I was lucky to be a part of a lesson where the letter “s” was introduced.  Our 
Prep Teacher, Mrs Land, sounded out various words and the children orally repeated these words, 
tuning in their ears to the sounds made in each word. 
 

I am very eager to review the data this year of the growth of our Prep students in the area of their    
Literacy development.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Land for her continued       
dedication towards teaching the Prep students, for attending training at the beginning of this year and 
for implementing a new and exciting program that will enhance the learning outcomes of all students 
in our Prep class.  We also thank our P&F for working in collaboration with the school by funding this 
educational program. 
 

If you have any questions about the InitiaLit Program, please come and have a chat with Mrs Land or 
myself. 

 

Colette Williams     

Principal  
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SMB Is The Place To Be 

This week we were visited by the “Yellow Team” from the 
Townsville Catholic Education Office.  The team is made up 
of our Education Consultant, Curriculum Adviser, Religious 
Education Adviser and also the Indigenous Education        
Adviser.  During their visit, I had the pleasure of sharing our 
2019     Annual School Improvement Plan and discussing our 
goals and future plans for our school.  The “Yellow Team” 
always enjoy visiting St Mary’s Catholic School and they 
commented on how the school felt alive and “full” this year. 
 

We also were visited by Ms Jacqui Francis who is the        
Executive Director of Townsville Catholic Education.  During 
her visit, we visited each learning space and she commented 
on the wonderful energy within the school.  We also          
discussed our future upgrades and long term goals. 
 

Exciting times ahead for St Mary’s Catholic School! 
 
 

School Captains for 2019  
 

Congratulations to our School Captains who were announced by TCEO Executive Director,  Ms 
Jacqui Francis during her visit to our school yesterday.    
 
     School Captains:        Sarah Finn and Benjamin DeLacey  
    Vice Captains:            Keeley Ninnes and Marcos del Solar  
    Foley Captains:    Matilda Stevens and Oliver Green  
     Mackillop Captains:   Roxy Johnson and Mackenzie Moore 
 
 



 
 

This week the Religious Life of our School was alive and well as we celebrated Shrove Tuesday and hosted an 
Ash Wednesday Liturgy of the Word. Our amazing Year 4/5 led us in prayer for our Liturgy and they were   
simply outstanding.  We thank all members of our Parish for joining us in prayer. 
 

The children have been learning all about Lent and how we prepare ourselves leading up to this time. 
 

Lent is a forty-day season of preparation for the death of Jesus Christ on Good Friday and his resurrection on 
Easter Sunday. The forty days of fasting and penitence during Lent do not include Sundays. Christians always 
celebrate Sunday as the day Jesus rose from the dead, so it is never a day of fasting. 

Lent is scheduled backwards from Easter. This season begins with Ash Wednesday, when priests mark the 
foreheads of Christians with ashes, as a reminder that we are created from dust, and to dust we shall return. 

Lent is a time of fasting and praying. During this time we focus on our personal relationship with God. It is a 
time when we remember our baptism, when Jesus washed away our sins, giving us new life to celebrate in the 
glory of Easter. 

Many people celebrate the day before Ash Wednesday, which is called Shrove Tuesday, by eating up          
everything good in the house that Christians believed was inappropriate (not right) to eat during Lent (eggs,  
butter, cream, meat). 

In Australia, we have a tradition of eating pancakes on this day and some people call it ‘Pancake Tuesday’. The 
children all enjoyed eating the sweet treats on Shrove Tuesday and we thank all of our School Officers for  
making all of the yummy pancakes. 
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God Bless  

Colette 
Williams  
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  YCDI Awards 

Congratulations to the YCDI Awardees for Week 5 

Back L to R: Cooper Nelson, Mackenzie Moore, Lane Clem, Zac 

Lowcock.   Front L to R: Annatasia Sylvester, Jermanious Murdock, 

Faith Acreman, Adison Jenkins and Austin Stevens.. 

Congratulations to Violette  

Yr 4/5 who received the YCDI 

Weekly Book award. 

 
 

  

 14 Mar Bailee-Maree Tapp  
Congratulations to this week’s Principal Awardees:           

L to R: Chase Lowcock, Troy Woodward, Blake Sylvester, 

Ryda Acton, Keira Lane, Charlotte Wood, Aaliyah Klaus 

and Chantilly Pilcher (insert).  
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Congratulations to Matilda Stevens who            

represented St Mary’s in recent Netball trials held 

in Bowen.  She played exceptionally well and 

made it through to the Possible/Probable games.   

Congratulations also to Jake Dederer.  Jake has 

just started at St Mary’s and tried out at the    

Bowen Touch trials.  He was successful in reaching 

the Possible/Probable games as well. 

 

 

RUNNING CLUB  
Does your child want to improve their fitness? Do they have extra energy to burn off before going to class? Do 

they want to compete in the cross country race next term? If you've answered yes to any of these questions then 

send them along to Running Club! It will commence next week on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 8:15 - 

8:30 on the school oval. All students are welcome to attend. They will be running around the track whilst Mrs    

Antonio keeps a record of the number of laps they do. There might be small incentives along the way to encourage 

participation (watch this space!). Any students aged 10 to 12 who wish to represent St Mary's at the Bowen Cross 

Country trials next term should start their training now and Running Club is strongly recommended. We look     

forward to seeing a mass of keen runners on the oval next week.  

 



P and F Association News…… 
 
Hello Parents, Teachers, students and friends of St Mary's Catholic School. 
 
We hope everyone that has been unwell is recovering quickly and will be back to full strength soon. The P&F 
Association volunteers have been busy planning and organising wonderful events for our school. 
The High Tea will be held on Sunday, 31st March from 2 - 5pm and tickets are available from the school office 
at $25 per person.  This amount includes a wonderful afternoon of entertainment, guest speakers, prizes and of 
course delicious food and drinks. We would love for as many parents as possible to come along and enjoy 
themselves. If you would like to donate baking or volunteer your time for this event, please let the school office 
know. 
 
The P&F Association also have a very exciting Mother's Day Raffle coming up.  One lucky person will win a 
Thermomix!!!  Tickets are $20 each with only 200 tickets to be sold and these are available at the school office 
and Hickmotts Supanews.   
 
Our Family Fun Day planning is going well. Year 6 students have been busy designing posters, one of which 
will be chosen to be used to advertise for the event. The lucky winner will be announced on parade on Monday 
and the winner will receive a free ride pass for the Family Fun Day. 
 
The next meeting for planning the Family Fun Day will be Monday 1st April at 5pm at school.  Everyone is     
welcome to attend this meeting. We are still looking for more sponsors for the day.  If you have a business or 
know of a business that would like to sponsor our Family Fun Day, please contact Mrs Williams or myself for a            
sponsorship package. Have a great weekend. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Aleisha Johnson 
President 
P and F Association  
 
 
 
 

Week 6| Term 1| 2019 

DATES TO REMEMBER  
 
4   March    Family Fun Day Meeting    3.15pm  
7   March    P&F Meeting   5.30pm  
31 March    High Tea  2—5 pm  
11 May       Family Fun Day    10am—2pm  
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Term 1  29 Jan—5 Apr 

Week 7 

21 Mar  P & F Donut Drive  

21 Mar  School Board Mtg 5.30pm  

Week 9 

25-27 Mar  Yr 6 Leadership Camp    

      Gumburu 

31 Mar    P and F Association  

  She Sells Sea Shells High Tea 

  2pm—5pm  

Week 10  

1 April      Holy Week Celebrations 

5 April      School Mass 9am  

 

  

 

 

 

News from School Chaplain….Mrs Maltby 
Ice cream cups are an initiative of the Mini Vinnies 

and supports the St Vincent de Paul Society who 

in turn pass on the monies raised to the Assist-A-

Student programme.  The P and F Association 

kindly donate the ice-cream for this project and the 

students are very grateful.  Donations of cups and 

spoons would be greatly appreciated to help      

reduce our expenses.  Thank you for your        

continued support. 

Mini Vinnie students, Rorie and Henry made a visit 

to Murroona Gardens retirement village on 

Wednesday and handed out a birthday card to    

84 year old “Grandpa”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I read somewhere that worry is like a rocking chair; 

it gives you something to do, but doesn’t get you 

anywhere!  As Jesus said, “Which one of you by 

worrying can add a single inch to your height?”  

Prayer is one of the greatest antidotes against   

recurring problems.  (Madonna magazine) 
My contact details:  Phone: 47861203                                                 

Email:   cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au 

 

mailto:cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au
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Cupcakes For Sale  

Every Wednesday during Term 1         

Year 4/5 will be selling Yummy! 

Morning Tea Cupcakes for $1.00      

Funds raised will go to the families who 

were recently affected by flooding in 

Townsville. 

 

School Bus Assistance for Lower Income Families 

To be eligible for assistance under the Safety Net Scheme, students must be in one of 

the following categories: 

 Students of families eligible for a Health Care Card; 

 Students eligible for a Health Care Card; 

 Students of families eligible for a Pensioner Concession Card; 

 Students of families receiving Veterans Affairs Pension; or  

 Students placed under a Care and Protection order. 

Application forms with further details are available by calling into the Translink Division of the Department of Transport and 

Main Roads at Level 3, 44 Nelson Street, Mackay or by telephoning 4951 8673.  

FEELING UNWELL 

We have had many unwell students over 

the past few weeks. 

Please be aware that students need to be 

EXCLUDED until there has been no            

diarrhoea or vomiting for 48 hours.  

If you are needing more information on 

exclusion, please see the  

Time Out Poster @ 

https://www.health.qld.gov.au/_data/

assets/pdf_file/0022/426820/

timeout_poster.pdf 

If you have a sick child,  

the best place for them is at home. 

Please contact the school  office by 

8.45am if your child will be absent 

from school.      

Thank you. 
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BAPTISM INVITATION 
This is an invitation for you to be baptised in a community celebration with others from our school.      

Baptism is the first of seven sacraments celebrated in the Catholic Church.  It is a Sacrament of Initiation 

where we are welcomed into God’s family and so become a part of Him.   John the Baptist was honoured to 

baptise Jesus in the Jordan River as a sign to the people to do likewise.  Baptism is a shared and celebrated 

sacrament for the parish community.  It is your Catholic birthdate.  Each year it is a reminder of what the Lord 

has done in us, the memory of the gift we have received – the Holy Spirit.  It precedes the sacraments of    

Reconciliation, Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist which students choose to make during their primary 

years.   St Mary’s Catholic School would like to invite children, adults and families alike, to accept this           

opportunity to be baptised together as a school community during a special ceremony this year.  Please fill in 

the form below and return to the school office.  

Yes, I/my children/my family would like to be part of the Baptismal Celebration with the school community. 

Child’s name: _______________________________________ 

Parents name:_______________________________________ 

Phone/Email:________________________________________ 

Sacramental Program 2019 
I wish for my child to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Sacrament of Eucharist and  

Sacrament of Confirmation on the 10th August, 2019. 

 

Child’s Name:       ______Year Level: _____________ 

                                         

Date Baptised:     ____________ Parish: ________________ 

 

Parent Name:        _____Phone No: _______________ 

 

Parent Signature: _____________________________ 
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