Week 7| Term 1| 2019
From the Principal….

Today we acknowledged “Action Against Bullying Day”. Mrs Suzette Windridge and Mrs Krystal Land
are our trained “Safe Persons” at our school and as a part of their role, they have taken a lead role in
organising activities to promote “Bullying No Way!”
At St Mary’s Catholic School, we have a zero tolerance to bullying. We know that bullying of any form
or for any reason can have long-term negative impacts on everyone involved, including the
bystanders.

Unwanted behaviours may or may not cause apparent harm to the person targeted. This depends on
the personal attributes of the individual who is targeted as well as the protective capacity and support
of the school and family surrounding the individual.
We have an Anti-Bullying Policy, which provides us with a framework to address bullying
behaviours. Our school responds to bullying, whether or not the individual shows serious or
immediate harm. The research shows that responding immediately and appropriately can stop bullying
escalating or happening again.
We adopt a proactive approach to addressing bullying and provide the students with numerous
opportunities to build resilience and to build their strength
of character.
If you have any questions about our Anti-Bullying Policy,
please pop into the school office and we will share our
policy with you. See more photos over.

Colette Williams
Principal
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Some exciting news!
At St Mary’s Catholic School we are always seeking ways to achieve the best educational environment for
our students; your children. With our school’s growing educational profile in our region, the Year 2/3 class
enrolment has grown markedly since the beginning of the year. So as to ensure the best education
opportunities for your children is provided, we have made the decision to create two classes. This decision
has been made in close collaboration with the Townsville Catholic Education Office. The new classroom
configuration will commence at the beginning of Term 2. Mrs Melanie Menzies will continue to teach the
Year 3 students for the remainder of 2019.
The recruitment process for our Year 2 teacher will commence over the coming weeks and a classroom
teacher will be appointed by the end of this term. Once this process is completed, I will announce our
newest member of the St Mary’s family to our entire school community. Ideally it is hoped that the new
teacher will be able to meet our Year 2 students and families prior to the end of this term.
Please contact me directly if you have any questions regarding the growth of our school or any queries that
you may have surrounding our new class configuration.
Colette Williams
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As we enter into the second week of Lent, some of you may be feeling like giving up. The children have all
been talking about the challenges of giving up their favourite food such as chocolate or hot chips.

The Lenten Season is not just about fasting. During Lent, many Christians give up luxuries or perform an act of
good each day during Lent. Some things they may avoid include:




Social Media
Watching TV
Ordering takeaway food

Some positive habits they may practice include:





Going to Church every Sunday
Walking to work instead of driving
Volunteering once a week
Saying three prayers a day

Our beautiful Prep Class made a book detailing all of their Lenten
promises.

Promises from the Prep students…..
“I’m giving up Mum’s phone…..taking up asking
people if they are ok”. Tarlayah
“Giving up eating my chocolate… taking up eating
my food at dinner”. Sophie

“Giving up my Ipad….taking up hugging my brother”.
Evan
“Giving up my helicopter….taking up praying more”.
William

God Bless
Colette Williams
APRE
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YCDI

Congratulations to Elishia

Awards

Prep, who is this week’s YCDI
Book Award

Congratulations to the YCDI Awardees for Week 6:
Back L to R: Jake Dederer, Elle Young, Brianna Ninnes, Domingo
del Solar and Imogen Stevens.
Front L to R: Jack Schroeter, Beau Roach and Harry Sylvester.

19 Mar Henry Angel
22 Mar Persia Kirk

Congratulations to this week’s Principal Awardees:
L to R: Jake Dederer, Henry Angel, Ruby Busch, Leland
Acton and Jordan Saffell.
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P and F Association News……
Hello Parents, Teachers, Students and friends of St Mary’s Catholic School.
We had a great attendance at our most recent P&F Association meeting and we covered many topics. Our
fundraising is in full swing for this year. The Mother’s Day Thermomix Raffle tickets are selling fast with only
200 tickets to be sold. If you haven’t got your ticket yet, get in quick before they sell out.
The High Tea is also fast approaching and tickets are available at the school office. We would love to see you
there to enjoy some fantastic food and drinks. There also will be lots of prizes to be won! Tickets $25 each.
Family Fun Day planning continues. A note was sent home this week requesting items that are needed. Any
donations are greatly appreciated. There will be lots of stalls this year. Come along to the next FFD meeting
and be involved in planning this exciting day. The winner of the FFD poster was announced this week.
Congratulations to Charlotte Rafalo!!! The runners up for this competition were Matilda Stevens, Roxy Johnson
and Keeley Ninnes. See photos on the next page.
We love to see parents at P&F and FFD meetings, however, we understand not everyone can make it. If you
have any suggestions for P&F or FFD please contact any of the P&F Committee or Mrs Williams .
Thank you,

DATES TO REMEMBER

Aleisha Johnson
President
P and F Association

4 March
7 March
31 March
11 May

Family Fun Day Meeting 3.15pm
P&F Meeting 5.30pm
High Tea 2—5 pm
Family Fun Day 10am—2pm
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Congratulations!!! to Charlotte Refalo, Roxy Johnson, Keeley Ninnes
and Matilda Stevens who were the winners of the Poster Drawing
Competition for the Family Fun Day. Their Posters will be on display
around school.

RUNNING CLUB
There was a great turn out for the first early morning Running Club and the students were very enthusiastic. All
students are welcome to attend. They will be running around the track whilst Mrs Antonio keeps a record of the
number of laps they do. There might be small incentives along the way to encourage participation (watch this
space!). Any students aged 10 to 12 who wish to represent St Mary's at the Bowen Cross Country trials next term
should start their training now and Running Club is strongly recommended. We look forward to seeing a mass of
keen runners on the oval each week.

This week’s TOP RUNNERS were:
Keeleigh Muir
James Finn
Chase Lowcock
All did 25 laps!!! Well Done!!
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News from School Chaplain….Mrs Maltby
LENT – PRAYER, FASTING, ALMSGIVING
Remember to support Caritas and give 100% for Lent in our
Project Compassion boxes.

Term 1 29 Jan—5 Apr
Week 9
25-27 Mar Yr 6 Leadership Camp
Gumburu
31 Mar P and F Association

Ice-cream cups are an initiative of the Mini Vininies and
supports the St Vincent de Paul Society who in turn pass on
the money to the Assist-A-Student programme to educate
an underprivileged child for one year. The P&F association
kindly donate the ice-cream for this project and the Mini
Vinnies are very grateful. If parents could donate spoons
and cups that would also greatly reduce our expenses.
Thanks in advance for your support.

She Sells Sea Shells High Tea
2pm—5pm
Week 10
1 April

Holy Week Celebrations

5 April

School Mass 9am

The
Mini
Vinnie’s
students from Year 6,
Elysia and Roxy, visited
Murroona Gardens on
Wednesday and handed
out three birthday cards.

The Church does not belong to popes, bishops, priests or
the lay faithful; the Church in every moment belongs solely
to Christ, and this was how, despite the many ‘storms’ in
time and sins of its members, the Church was able to
remain ‘ever faithful to the deposit of faith shown in
service.’ (Pope Francis)

My contact details: Phone: 47861203
Email: cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au
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Cupcakes For Sale

FEELING UNWELL
We have had many unwell students over
the past few weeks.

Every Wednesday during Term 1

Please be aware that students need to be

Year 4/5 will be selling Yummy!

EXCLUDED until there has been no
diarrhoea or vomiting for 48 hours.

Morning Tea Cupcakes for $1.00
Funds raised will go to the families who
were recently affected by flooding in
Townsville.

If you are needing more information on
exclusion, please see the
Time Out Poster @
https://www.health.qld.gov.au/_data/
assets/pdf_file/0022/426820/
timeout_poster.pdf

If you have a sick child,
the best place for them is at home.
Please contact the school office by
8.45am if your child will be absent
from school.
Thank you.

School Bus Assistance for Lower Income Families
To be eligible for assistance under the Safety Net Scheme, students must be in one of
the following categories:


Students of families eligible for a Health Care Card;



Students eligible for a Health Care Card;



Students of families eligible for a Pensioner Concession Card;



Students of families receiving Veterans Affairs Pension; or



Students placed under a Care and Protection order.

Application forms with further details are available by calling into the Translink Division of the Department of Transport and
Main Roads at Level 3, 44 Nelson Street, Mackay or by telephoning 4951 8673.
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Week 6| Term 1| 2019
BAPTISM INVITATION
This is an invitation for you to be baptised in a community celebration with others from our school.

Baptism is the first of seven sacraments celebrated in the Catholic Church. It is a Sacrament of Initiation
where we are welcomed into God’s family and so become a part of Him. John the Baptist was honoured to
baptise Jesus in the Jordan River as a sign to the people to do likewise. Baptism is a shared and celebrated
sacrament for the parish community. It is your Catholic birthdate. Each year it is a reminder of what the Lord
has done in us, the memory of the gift we have received – the Holy Spirit. It precedes the sacraments of
Reconciliation, Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist which students choose to make during their primary
years. St Mary’s Catholic School would like to invite children, adults and families alike, to accept this
opportunity to be baptised together as a school community during a special ceremony this year. Please fill in
the form below and return to the school office.
Yes, I/my children/my family would like to be part of the Baptismal Celebration with the school community.

Child’s name: _______________________________________
Parents name:_______________________________________
Phone/Email:________________________________________

Sacramental Program 2019
I wish for my child to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Sacrament of Eucharist and
Sacrament of Confirmation on the 10th August, 2019.

Child’s Name:
Date Baptised:
Parent Name:

______Year Level: _____________
____________

Parish: ________________

_____Phone No: _______________

Parent Signature: _____________________________

