WEEK 4| TERM 2| 2020

Welcome Back Prep and Year 1!
School life is slowly returning to some form of normality this week, as we welcomed our Prep and Year 1
students back to school.
I am not too sure who had the biggest smiles on Monday: the staff, the parents or students. The school
was alive with the sounds of giggles and chatter as our youngest students flooded through the front gate
on Monday morning. The staff have been busy planning how to best transition the students back into
school and to restore normalcy.
Our Year 2 to 6 students will continue to work on the Online Learning Platform, either at school or at
home. I thank all parents for their dedication to support online learning and to ensure constant
communication is maintained with the school.
We remind parents of social distancing regulations of 1.5m and encourage all parents to remain outside of
the school grounds during drop off and pick up times. I realise that this is challenging, however, it will not
be forever.
We also thank all families for encouraging the children to complete the Principal’s Challenge, which is
included in the Care Packs that we have sent home. We are now up to pack Number 3 and I have loved
receiving a flurry of photos to share with our families via Facebook.
During our weekly staff meetings, the teachers have been sharing many success stories regarding online
learning. They have been thrilled with the parental engagement, open communication and willingness to
share their child’s learning journey. For this, we are truly grateful.
In years to come, we will reflect upon this pandemic with refreshed eyes. As the Principal of this school, I
will reflect upon this time with a sense of awe. I am incredibly proud of all staff and the way they have
adapted to this new way of teaching and learning. Teachers are incredibly flexible, resilient and
innovative. Whilst some may reflect on this time as a struggle, here at St Mary’s, we shall reflect upon this
time in such a positive light.
Thank you everyone for your continued support and we simply cannot wait for all of our students to return
to school over the coming weeks.
Take care all :)

Colette Williams
Principal

Religious Life of our School

This year, our school is embarking on a journey to renew our Mission Statement. This process involves
engaging staff, students, parents, our P&F Association and School Board.
We are a Mercy school, founded by the Mercy Sisters. The Mercy Values of Love, Truth, Service and
respect for all creation underpin who we are. Our Mother Mary guides us into a closer and loving relationship
with God through the teaching of the Gospel Values of Compassion, Justice and Outreach.
Our teachers could easily be compared to Mary our Mother, as like Mary, they guide, love and nurture our
students on their learning journey. Detailed in the Church Document “Christus Vivit”, Mary plays a significant
role today.

48. Today, Mary is the Mother who watches over us, her children, on our journey through life, often
weary and in need, anxious that the light of hope not fail. For that is our desire: that the light of hope
never fail. Mary our Mother looks to this pilgrim people: a youthful people whom she loves, and who
seek her in the silence of their hearts amid all the noise, the chatter and the distractions of the
journey. Under the gaze of our Mother, there is room only for the silence of hope. Thus Mary
illumines anew our youth. (Christus Vivit)
At St Mary’s Catholic School, we educate our students to live with a sense of hope, not failure. We care
deeply about all students and teach children to be still, silent and to remove the noise and chaos from their
lives. We do this through daily Christian Meditation, allowing the children times to be calm, still and reflective.
Over the coming weeks, we will be inviting all stakeholders to engage in the Mission Statement renewal
process. We look forward to working closely with our entire school community to develop a recontextualised
Mission Statement that we can live and breathe.

Colette Williams
APRE

Congratulations to our YCDI Awardees for this week:
Jax Shimmen (P), Dwyatt Schultz (Yr1), Ella Wilson
(Yr2), Aidan Southern (Yr3), Ruby Prossor (Yr4), Isla
Cristaudo (Yr5) and Alexis Gilliland (Yr6).

Congratulations to our Principal Awardees for this

week: Oscar Watson (P), Evan Moxham (Yr1), Alex
Winterburn (Yr2), Harney Nelson (Yr3), Indi Johnson
(Yr4), Violette Windridge (Yr5) and Zac Lowcock
(Yr6).

Apologies for not having everyone’s photo in
this week’s newsletter.
Please remember, if you receive an award in
the post, please take a photo and send it in via
our email:
bwn@tsv.catholic.edu.au

Parents, Carers and Guardians

18 May Mason White
19 May Asha Lane
21 May Sophia Nicholls

It is very important that our contact
records are kept up to date in case of an
emergency.
If you have changed
addresses recently or phone numbers,
would you please advise our school office
by phone or by emailing to the following
email address, ANY changes to your
personal details:
bwn@tsv.catholic.edu.au
We thank you for your attention to this
matter.
St Mary’s Catholic School Administration

Mary Our Help

News from our School Chaplain Mrs Maltby…
May is Mary’s month of the Rosary. Try and come together as a family to pray the
Rosary for peace in our world. Mary asked the shepherd children of Fatima, Jacinta (6),
Francisco (9) and Lucia (10) to pray the rosary each day for peace and your own
intentions.
St Vincent de Paul Society Winter Appeal kicks off this month with the start of some
chilly days earlier this week. You are asked to donate winter clothing and blankets that
you no longer use but someone in need would love to have to keep warm this winter.
Donation boxes will be in each classroom and the office to collect your donation. Thank
you in advance for your generosity.
Mini Vinnies are unable to visit Murroona Gardens Retirement Centre at the moment,
but birthday cards lovingly made by our Prep students are being sent electronically to
the residents for some birthday cheer. Thank you Preps.
Let us try to live as you did by absorbing in our hearts his eternal love for all creation.
(Madonna magazine)

May—Mary’s month of the Rosary

My contact details: Phone: 47861203
Email: cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au

Winter Uniform Requirements
As the cooler months approach, students will be
looking for a warm jumper to wear. Students are
encouraged to wear a Bottle Green coloured
jumper and track pants to school. These should
be available to purchase from Target, Big W or
Best and Less.
If you are unable to source the required jumper,
students are allowed to wear a plain (no motifs)
coloured jumper until further notice.
If you have any concerns, please contact the
school office.
Thank you.

