Week 4| Term 2| 2019
From the Principal….

Celebrating Success!!
Our school was absolutely electric on Saturday as we hosted our annual Family Fun Day. This event was
twelve months in the making, with Aleisha Johnson adopting the key role as Event Coordinator with the support
from her trusting side-kick, Angela Stevens. From the initial planning phase, the P&F had a very clear vision for
the Family Fun Day. I am proud to share that the event was an ENORMOUS success due to the dedication of
our incredibly supportive P&F, parents, staff and members of our wider school community.
As we know, many hands make light work. On the morning of the Family Fun Day, it was a race to see who
was going to be first to arrive at school. Barry Smith, our amazing groundsman was already hard at work,
sorting tables and chairs. Aleisha, Ange and I all arrived in unison, followed by an army of staff and extremely
dedicated parents.
It would be impossible to list all of the helpers who made this day such a huge success. A MASSIVE THANK
YOU is extended to all volunteers who helped out on the day. The tuckshop was alive with energy and
as I touched based with all stall holders, everyone appeared to be having a wonderful day.
We thank all of the local businesses who performed on the day. DJ’s Dance School and Tae Kwon Do were a
huge hit with the audience. We also thank our very own Mrs Alicia Ninnes for coordinating the class dances,
Strings Ensemble and the St Mary’s School Choir. We surely do have incredibly creative and talented students
at our school and within our community.
We thank all of our major sponsors who financially supported this community
event. A massive THANK YOU is also extended to all parents who were able to
make a donation or who helped out in any way.
At our next P&F Association meeting on the 6th June at 5:30pm, we will be
celebrating the success of this event. Please come along to share what you enjoyed
about the day and what you would like incorporated into the event for 2020.
Thank you everyone. A very proud day for St Mary’s Catholic School.

Colette Williams
Principal
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NAPLAN
At St Mary’s Catholic School, we consistently achieve outstanding academic results
and we ensure that all children are well prepared for the NAPLAN assessments.
We would like to congratulate all children in Years 3 and 5 for completing their NAPLAN
tests this week. All children entered into the NAPLAN test with a very positive attitude
and were well prepared to achieve their very best results.
We would also like to thank the P and F Association members and parents who
assisted in preparing and serving breakfast on each of the mornings for our students.

CONTAINERS FOR CHANGE

Our Year 4/5 students have taken on the task of “Recycling Warriors” at St Mary’s and
are encouraging everyone with the important message to “recycle”. Through the
Containers for Change project, our students have been spreading this message
throughout our classes and would like to ask parents, friends and families to collect
their containers and send them into school. Each container is worth 10 cents. Please
ensure all containers are empty. We would also like to thank Mr Stephen Pilcher and
Mitre 10, who are supporting our school with this project.
Containers for Change :

Plastic drink bottles (water and soft drink)

Aluminium Cans

Tetra containers (popper juice)
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On Friday 10th May, our Prep Class led the whole school in prayer for our Mother’s Day Liturgy. We
thank Mrs Krystal Land, Mrs Cathy Shepherd and Ms Robin Whitton for preparing the students for this
very special Liturgy.
The Prep students shared with the audience what they loved about their Mums. Sally, the mother of
Angus loves to play Spiderman and Dexter shared that his Mum is the best cook! We loved hearing
the thoughts of our Prep students and celebrating all of the Mum’s of our school community.
On Monday this week, our School Captains and Mini Vinnies were blessed in a very special
ceremony. All children in our upper school adopt very important roles as school leaders and we are
very proud of their achievements so far this year. The Mini Vinnies perform a very special role in our
community as they engage in our Community Outreach Program.
Thank you to all parents, family and friends who were able to join us to celebrate Mother’s Day and
Blessing Ceremony.

God Bless
Colette Williams
APRE
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News from School Chaplain….
May is Mary’s month so when I visit the classrooms,
I have been praying the Rosary with the children on
their rosary beads. This is another way we teach the
children how to pray.

Term 2 23 Apr—28 June
Week 4
13 May Badge Presentation to
School Leaders
14—16 May

NAPLAN Testing

Week 5
20 May Under 8’s Day 9am-11am
Week 9
19 June School Photos
Week 10
28 June Last Day Term 2

St Mary’s Catholic
Parish Centre
will be open from
9am—11am each day
Monday to Friday
Phone: 4786 4416

The sale of Ice-cream cups is an initiative of the
Mini Vinnies and supports the Assist-A-Student
program to educate an underprivileged child for one
year. They will be available each Friday in the
Tuckshop. Thank you in advance for your support.
Students who were commissioned as Mini Vinnies on
Monday received their badges to commence their
charity work this week by visiting the elderly at
Murroona Gardens Retirement Village. Each Mini
Vinnie student has the opportunity on a roster
system to visit the elderly. This week Charlotte,
Keeleigh, Keeley and Rorie had the pleasure of visiting. Thanks girls!
Caristas Australia and Project Compassion thank you
for your continued support and $144.45 raised to
help those in need.

Let us love God because
God has first loved us.
(Madonna magazine)
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P and F Association News
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
St Mary’s Family Fun Day held on Saturday 11th May was a fantastic success. The school was buzzing with
excitement. The Fun Day attracted lots of people to St Mary’s who enjoyed donuts, snow cones, fairy floss,
bottle of anything, plants, raffles, books, Side Show Alley, rides and much, much more.
A huge THANK YOU to all the teachers, staff, students and parents of St Mary’s Catholic School. Without all of
you, the day would not have been possible. Everyone who donated items or volunteered their time for the Fun
Day made it a success.
We also owe a big THANK YOU to all of the local businesses who sponsored our Family Fun Day. These
sponsors made it possible to have all of the rides and activities on the day.
The winner of the Thermomix raffle was also drawn on Saturday and Debbie O’Sullivan was the lucky winner.
Congratulations to Debbie, who was very excited to get the phone call that she had won!
At our next P&F Association meeting, we will discuss our Family Fun Day and how we can make it bigger and
better next year. Please join us and have your say.
Thank you
Mrs Aleisha Johnson
President
P & F Association

SAVE THE DATES
20 May

- Under 8’s Day

6 June

- P&F Association Meeting 5.30pm

21 June

- Pyjama Party 6—8 pm

Week 4| Term 2| 2019

P and F Association News ….
THANKYOU TO THE 2019 FAMILY FUN DAY SPONSORS
Gold Sponsor

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsor

Supporters
Mitre 10 Bowen
Jochheims Bakery
Adaptive Strategies
Colourful Faces
Bowen Athletics Club
LJ Hooker
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16 May

Tess Weldon

21 May

Ryan Panganai

School Jumpers are available
on order from Glenlizzy.

Three styles available.

Every Friday
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The Premier's Reading Challenge is an annual statewide initiative for all schools and home-educated
students up to Year 9, and children enrolled in an early childhood centre or program. The challenge is not
a competition but aims to improve literacy and encourage children to read widely for pleasure and learning.
All students have received a blue form to fill out for this challenge. The reading challenge will end on the
23 August, 2019. Once you have completed your signed form, please drop it in to the school office.
All students who participate will receive a Certificate from the Premier. Start recording your reading log
now!!

Thank you to everyone who
has started sending in their
Earn and Learn Stickers.
Sticker Sheets are available
from the school office.
Completed sheets can be
left at office or drop them
off to our box at the local
Woolworths store.
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