Week 5| Term 2 | 2018
From the Principal….

On Saturday the 12th May, our school opened our gates to the local community of Bowen for our
Family Fun Day. We were overwhelmed with the crowds that poured through our front gates, all with
big smiles on their faces.
The P & F worked tirelessly leading up to this event and I would like to thank each and every member
of our school community who contributed towards the success of the day. Thank you to everyone
who donated items for our Trash and Treasure stall and for the Cake Stall. Thank you also to all of
the parents, family and friends who were able to lend a helping hand to set up on the day and to work
in the stalls and in the tuckshop.
At our initial meeting when we first began discussing our Family Fun
Day, it was decided that this was not to be a fundraising venture.
Rather, the day was about providing the local community with a free,
fun day to showcase our wonderful little school. We certainly achieved
our goal!!!
Throughout the day, I had the
opportunity to speak with many new
visitors to our school who all were
extremely impressed with the school
grounds and facilities.
They also
loved all of the free rides and the
petting zoo. Many families also
commented on the friendly staff and
the amazingly supportive P & F.
Congratulations everyone and thank you to everyone who supported
this community event.
Colette Williams
Principal
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NAPLAN:
Congratulations to all Year 3 and 5 students
for entering into the NAPLAN assessments
with such positivism. All children tried their
individual best and were all very well
prepared to undertake the tests. Thank you
to all staff who assisted in helping the
children prepare for the NAPLAN tests.
The P & F came to school early each day of
NAPLAN to provide a delicious and nutritious
breakfast for the students to ensure they
had a belly full, before entering into the
testing conditions.
We would like to thank our P & F for supporting the learning at our school. We LOVE our P & F!!!!

Safety Issue:
This morning, a Ryan Catholic College Yr 7 student was approached by a man on her way to school. Police have been notified and are investigating. This follows another incident two days
ago of a Kirwan Primary School yr 5 student being approached. There is also another unconfirmed report of another
student in the Thuringowa area being approached bu an unknown
male in recent days.
Please advise all staff of this incident and ask them to be vigilant
in their supervision of students before, during and after school,
take notice of any unknown persons or persons acting suspiciously
on school grounds or near pick up zones or walking routes to
school. Advise staff to report any concerns immediately to
the Principal.
I would encourage you all to include a reminder in your school newsletters for parents to educate their
children regarding safe routes to school as well as reinforce “stranger danger” messaging. Please advise
all parents to remain vigilant and report any concerns to police immediately (Townsville CPIU 47 599
743). I have attached a picture which you could use in your school newsletter's to reinforce stranger
danger.

Uniforms:
Over the past week we have experienced some very welcomed cooler weather and have seen the children
searching for warmth. I would like to ask that all families please ensure the children come to school
dressed in the correct winter uniform. The children are allowed to wear a green jumper and black
pants. The girls are also allowed to wear green stockings. School winter uniforms can be purchased from
Glenlizzy and Meehan P & O The Shop For Men . If you have any questions regarding the winter uniform,
please pop into the office.
We thank you in advance for your support in this area. We encourage all children to take great pride in
their appearance and to outwardly display how proud they are of attending St Mary’s Catholic School.

This week, our students were extremely fortunate to attend the Baptism of Kyle, Noah and Harry Hager. We thank
Mr and Mrs Hager for allowing the children of St Mary’s to be a part of this special Baptism Ceremony.
The Year 1/2 Class led us in prayer for this very memorable occasion. The students read the First Reading, the
Prayer of the Faithful and even performed actions for the Recessional Hymn.
Baptism is one of the sacraments of the Catholic Church. The Lord affirms that Baptism is necessary for salvation
as “No one can enter the Kingdom of God without being born of water and the Spirit” (Jn 3:5). Baptism also gives us
new life as adopted children of God. We become sharers of divine life and temples of the Holy Spirit.
By Baptism we become members of the Church, the Body of Christ. We share in the priesthood of Christ as well as his
prophetic and royal mission. We enjoy the community we find in the Church, share our talents and gifts with its
members, respond willingly to its teachings and requirements, and assume the responsibilities that our membership
implies.
We very warmly welcome Kyle, Noah and Harry into the St Mary’s Catholic Community.

God Bless
Colette Williams
APRE

News from our Chaplain…
Pentecost Sunday –
20th May

Term 2
17 April - 29 June
Week 6
21 May SMB Under 8’s Day
22 May Quest for Knowledge Towsville
Week 7
28 May Sacramental Program Begins
29 May Cowboys Visit
Week 9
11 June Arts Performance
12 June Choir Friendship Club
Week 10
18 June RSPCA Ed Unit

19 June High Jump
22 June Athletics Carnival
Week 11
26 June Show Holiday
29 June Last Day Term 2

Let us remember Kyle, Noah and Harry Hager in
our prayers as they joined God’s family on
Wednesday through their baptisms in the church
supported by the school community and parishioners alike. May God Bless You.
Mini Vinnies – Aki, Bethany and Keeley visited the
residents at Murroona Gardens on Wednesday.
They are learning how to be volunteers of love
and compassion.
Rosary continues in the classrooms during this
month of May. I encourage the children to bring
in their own beads to pray with during the rosary.

True peace is something we receive
when, trusting in the word of the Lord, we
seek and promote reconciliation with God,
with our fellow men and with ourselves.
(Fr Martin Barta, Mirror magazine – Aid to the Church in
need)

My contact details: Phone: 47861203
Email: cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au
I am available each Wednesday and Friday if you wish to
have a chat.

YCDI

Congratulations and well done to
our Awardees for Term 2 Week 4.
L to R: Oliver Green
R to L: Austin Stevens, Adison Jenkins and
James Finn.

Roll Marking
As most of you will be aware, we are rolling out our new management system
called COMPASS.
One aspect of
COMPASS is roll marking. It is mandated
across all of our Catholic Schools that we
mark the roll by 8:45am and a second
time at 1:30pm. This is to increase student safety.
Our first school bell rings at 8:30am and all children are to be
at their classrooms by 8:35am. This will then allow for a 10
minute time frame for all children to arrive at school. If your
child arrives at school after 8:45am, they are to report directly
to the office. The office staff will then mark the children off
the roll via COMPASS.
If your child is away (due to sickness, appointment or any
other reason), please ensure that you contact the school
office, not the classroom teacher. The office staff are
required to enter this information into our new system.

Congratulations to our YCDI awardee
for Week 4 , Karlee Cairns - Yr 5/6.
Well Done!

In regards to holidays outside of the scheduled school
holidays, this information needs to be directed to the school
Principal.
Please refer to Newsletter Term 1 Week 9 for full details on
Compass Management System.
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate
to contact the office.

FIRE BRIGADE
VISIT
On Wednesday the local fire brigade visited the students in Prep,
1 and 2 to educate the children about Fire Safety. The officers
taught the children to stop, drop and roll when there is smoke/the
smoke alarm going off. The children enjoyed officer Ricky's
enthusiastic demonstration of stopping, dropping and rolling. The
officers also taught the children that if there is a fire at home they
have to get out and stay out. The officers set the children some
homework before they left- 1. To learn their address, 2. To make
an evacuation point at home and 3. To wave to them in the big
red truck and say hello when they see them out and about around
The children loved exploring the fire truck, using the big hose and
talking to the officers about Fireman Sam. Logan loved that the
officers watch Fireman Sam in the mornings at the station.

St Mary’s Catholic Debutante Ball
Saturday 30th June 2018
To support St Mary’s Catholic Parish we will
be organising a table for parents and staff
at the annual Debutante Ball. If you would
like to attend the Debutante Ball on Saturday 30th June, 2018, please contact the
school office or Mrs Alicia Ninnes. Our
school will also be supporting this event by
selling drinks from the “Bar”. Parents, if
you are able to help, please contact the
school office with your name and contact
details. Thank you for your support.

Family Fun Day Photos…..

Family Fun Day Photos…..

St. Mary’s will be hosting the Triple P parenting program free to all
parents and friends of the school community. There will be four (4) weekly
sessions on the following dates: 9th May; 18th May; 23rd May and 30th
May at the GoodStart Early Learning Centre, Leichhardt Street. Starting
time will be 9am. The program will be run by a trained Triple P facilitator.
For more information on the program, please see below. To register your
interest or for further information, please contact the school office.

There is no one right way to be a parent; but Triple P offers information,
support and practical answers to everyday parenting concerns.
Triple P promotes good communication and strong positive parent/child
relationships. It provides a positive approach to parenting and helps parents promote their children's
development and manage their behaviour in a constructive and caring way. It helps parents recognise causes of common behaviour problems and to encourage desirable behaviour in their children.
Triple P offers suggestions and ideas to help parents to:
build positive relationships with their children


set rules and give instructions their children will follow



respond to misbehaviour immediately, consistently and decisively



praise and encourage behaviour they like



use discipline strategies that work



teach children new skills



take care of themselves as parents.

The program is based on the following five key principles of positive parenting:
ensuring a safe, interesting environment where children can explore, experiment and develop their
skills


creating a positive learning environment by being available when children need help, care or
attention



using assertive discipline by being consistent and acting quickly when children misbehave



having realistic expectations for children and for yourself as a parent



taking care of yourself as a parent and ensuring your needs are met
The PPP Program is for Parents of children aged 2-8 years. The four weeks involve 2 hours a week
of group activities followed by up to four weekly 10-15 minute follow up/support phone calls with the
group facilitator.
Please call the school office on 07 4786 1203 and
register your interest.

