WEEK 5| TERM 2| 2020

Semester 2 Reporting
The Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) recently published principles and advice
to assist schools in responding to changes with teaching, learning, assessment and reporting, as a result
of the disruptions caused by COVID-19.
This Semester, each child will receive a report based on a 5 point scale. The learning areas which will be
reported on for Semester 1, 2020 will include: English, Maths, Religion and HASS.
The report will contain a summary of your child’s achievements based on the evidence of learning
available from Term 1 and Term 2. The report is one of a number of strategies used by our school to
communicate with you about your child’s progress and achievement, attitude, behaviour and effort
throughout the school year.
Report cards for Semester 1, 2020 have been modified to reflect the changed learning conditions for Term
2. The changed circumstances for the first half of Term 2 may mean that not all learning areas have been
fully covered or assessed as planned.
We eagerly look forward to sharing with you all your child’s learning journey and academic growth. If you
have any questions regarding the Semester 1 reports, please contact the school office.
On Monday 25 May, we will warmly (and very excitedly) welcome all children in Years 2 - 6 back to
school. We would like to extend a very heart-felt thank you to all families for your ongoing support during
this challenging time.
As we progress towards some form of normal school life, there are many things that will remain slightly
different at school. These areas include hygiene practices, expectations surrounding child illness and
school attendance, and social distancing regulations. We continue to encourage all parents to drop off
your children at the front gate and to wait outside the school grounds at the end of each school day.

Colette Williams
Principal

Religious Life of our School
Mrs Suzette Windridge is our Lead Teacher in Christian Meditation. This is a very important role in our
school and Suzette is certainly leading the way. One component of this role is to engage and immerse the
contemplative practice of Christian Meditation across our school.
This week, our students celebrated “Mary Help of Christians” day, by spending time learning about the
significance of this day and why Mary is so important to who we are at St Mary’s Catholic School. The
children then engaged in a formal Christian Meditation session, where they sat in quiet contemplation, whilst
reciting the mantra, “Maranatha”.
Why Mary?

Australia was the very first country to adopt Mary as their Patroness. In the early days of our colony, there
were not many priests and Mass was a rare occurrence. People prayed the Rosary many, many times to
keep their faith alive. This means Mary has always been very special to Australia. Mary is also very special
to us here at St Mary’s Catholic School.
Every year, on this day, we recognise the fact that Mary was chosen especially by God to be the mother of
God’s son, Jesus. Mary loved Jesus with an unconditional love and she was by His side for His whole
life. We know that God and Jesus loved Mary very much. This means that we can ask Mary to help us with
our problems and she is able to intervene and help us. Mary also brings us into a very close and loving
relationship with Jesus.
Mary wants to help us because she loves us so much and she is like a mother to all of us. This is why we
celebrate “Mary Help of Christians” Day.
A Special Prayer
We ask you Mary to please bless us
And to guide us in being good children and in following Jesus’ example.
Mary, help us to stop sinning and keep unkind thoughts and actions far away from us.
Please help us to love each other as Jesus asked us to
And guide us through each day.
Amen

Colette Williams
APRE

Congratulations to our YCDI Awardees for
this week: Grace Veth (P), Ethan Kyle Fulton
(Yr1), Ben Pilcher (Yr2), Aislinn Ninnes (Yr3),
Ines del Solar (Yr4), Myia Shimmen (Yr5) and
DJ Forskitt (Yr6).

Congratulations to our Principal Awardees for this

week: Matthew Pugh (P), Faith Acreman (Yr1),
Sophia Nicholls (Yr2), Lincoln Acreman (Yr3), Ruby
Prossor (Yr4), Harrison Atwood (Yr5) and DJ Forskitt
(Yr6).

Parents, Carers and Guardians

28 May Brianna Ninnes

It is very important that our contact
records are kept up to date in case of an
emergency.
If you have changed
addresses recently or phone numbers,
would you please advise our school office
by phone or by emailing to the following
email address, ANY changes to your
personal details:

30 May Hudson Mee

bwn@tsv.catholic.edu.au

27 May Charlotte Davies-Williams
28 May Knite Land
28 May Aislinn Ninnes

We thank you for your attention to this
matter.
St Mary’s Catholic School Administration

News from our School Chaplain Mrs Maltby…
Our Lady Help of Christians

Australia became the first country to have Mary Help of Christians as Patroness and it became the
first country to have a mother-cathedral under the same title. The church pray, that through Our
Lady’s intercession, God will ‘grant wisdom to our leaders and integrity to our citizens.’
St Vincent de Paul Society Winter Appeal kicks off this month with the start of chilly days. You are
asked to donate winter clothing and blankets that you no longer use for someone in need who
would love to keep warm this winter. Donation boxes have been placed in each classroom and
the office to collect your donation. Monetary donations will also be accepted through the office
where you will be offered a receipt for your donation. Thank you for your generosity.
Mini Vinnie students are unable to visit the residents Murroona Gardens at the moment but
birthday cards lovingly made by our Prep class are being sent electronically to the residents for
some birthday cheer. Thank you Preps.

Give us the courage to follow you in our dealings with others. For to serve you is to
reign. (Madonna magazine)
My contact details: Phone: 47861203
Email: cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au
May—Mary’s month of the Rosary

I am available each Monday, Thursday and Friday if you wish to have a chat.

Winter Uniform
Requirements
As the cooler months approach,
students will be looking for a warm
jumper to wear.
Students are
encouraged to wear a Bottle Green
coloured jumper and track pants to
school. These should be available to
purchase from Target, Big W or Best
and Less.
If you are unable to source the
required jumper, students are
allowed to wear a plain (no motifs)
coloured jumper until further
notice.
If you have any concerns, please
contact the school office.
Thank you.

Tuckshop News
Our school Tuckshop will reopen this Term
in Week 7 on
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY
A new menu will be shared with
everyone during Week 6

