
From the Principal…. 

As you will all be aware, over the past three months, our school has undergone a massive                          
transformation.  Lowcock Builders were employed as the Principal Contractors for the upgrade to our Prep 
Classroom, Administration area and also to provide new fencing along Gordon Street. 
 
The Prep Classroom is now complete with all new cabinetry, two teaching walls, sensor lighting, acoustic wall 
panelling, new air conditioning units and even new furniture.  The design of this space is both contemporary 
and flexible to facilitate collaboration and communication. The space is also designed to increase active       
participation through student and teacher led activities due to its flexible configuration.  At St Mary’s, we create 
learning environments that are welcoming, stimulating and where learning occurs outside of the box. 
 
Our Administration area also received a massive facelift to include a total remodeling of the office space.  The 
new admin area is complete with a meeting room, Principal’s office, secretary counter, student access area and 
sick bay.  The foyer has a very open, welcoming and beachy feel and the meeting room and foyer also have the 
latest TV technology. 
 
The entire project has been such an enjoyable journey and we have taken great pleasure in  working closely 
with all contractors and local businesses. We would like to extend a massive thank you to Troy Martin from i4 
Architecture, whose creativity and eye for design guided the entire project.  Thank you to Dale Bidgood from 
Burnups for all of your ongoing advice regarding design, colour palettes, furniture, floor coverings and every-
thing in between. Thank you to Lowcock Builders and all subcontractors for working tirelessly to complete the 
project in record time.   
 
The Prep class were extremely excited to begin working in their new classroom this term, as was their teacher, 
Mrs Krystal Land.  The students from Years 1 - 6 all visited Prep to see their new classroom and they certainly 
were the envy of the entire school. There is such a wonderful energy within our school and we truly feel like 
such lucky ducks.   
 
To showcase our new spaces, we will be hosting an Open Day on Saturday 27th October from 10am to 
12noon.  All members of our local community are invited to attend our Open Day and enjoy a sausage, fun   
activities and to see our new spaces. 
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At Mass on Sunday, we heard the Gospel according to Mark 10: 2 - 16 “Let the children come to me”.  In the 
Gospel, some people brought their children to Jesus and blessed them. The disciples eventually tried to turn 
them away but Jesus wanted them to stay. He took the children in his arms and blessed them. 
 
Have you ever received a blessing?  If so, who blessed you and how did it make you feel?  The children all 
are blessed b Fr Thomas when we attend Mass.  You may like to take the time and ask your child how it 
makes them feel.  I asked my son how it makes him feel each Sunday when he is blessed at Mass and he 
replied, “It makes me feel so happy because all the people smile at me and are happy”.   
  
In the Gospel, Jesus said that we will get into God’s Kingdom if we accept it the way a child does.  Have you 
ever thought about what it will be like to live in God’s Kingdom? This would also be an interesting discussion 
to have with your child. 
  
We pray that we will always follow Jesus with the simple faith of a small child. 
 
School Mass Dates: 
Week 7: Saturday 24th November Family Mass 
Week 8: Friday 30th Graduation Mass 
 
 

Religious Life of the School 

God Bless  
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P & F  Assocation News: 
   
This term our P and F Association will also be hosting a Donut Drive (18th         
October) and a Girls Night to be held at the Larrikin Hotel (3rd                           
November).  Please come and have a chat to any members of the P & F           
Association or the school office if you have any questions about any of our       
upcoming events.  Volunteers will be required for these events.   
  
We are a very motivated P & F and are always looking for ways to support the 
school to improve learning outcomes for all children at our wonderful school.  



 

 

 

Term 4  

8 October  -  7 December  

Week 1 

8 Oct  Term 4 School begins 8.30am 

11 Oct   Swimming Lessons 

Week 3 

22 Oct    Pupil Free Day  

25 Oct  Uniform Committee Mtg 3.15pm 

25 Oct  Ladies Night Mtg  3.45pm  

25 Oct  Donut Drive  

26 Oct    Day for Daniel  

27 Oct  St Mary’s Catholic School  

Open Day  

Week 4 

31st Oct  Halloween Dress Up Day     

3rd Nov  Ladies Night  - Larrikin Hotel 6pm 

 

 

 

 

 

News from our School Chaplain… 

October is Mary’s month of the Rosary. Mary 

asked us to pray the rosary daily for world 

peace. All classrooms will recite a decade of the 

rosary each day, remembering to pray for 

peace in ourselves, our families, our class-

rooms, our schools, our countries. 

 Mini Vinnies visited Murroona Gardens on 

Wednesday. Ben, Oliver and Elysia greeted all 

the residents that they visited with big smiles.  

 

 ‘Salvation comes as a free gift from God 

to all, blameless and blameworthy alike; 

it cannot be earned.’ (Parish bulletin)  

My contact details:  Phone: 47861203                                                 

Email:cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray the Rosary 

mailto:cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au


 

Student Absence using 
Compass Parent Portal  

 
 
 
 

If your child is away (due to sickness, appointment or 
any other reason), please ensure that you contact the 
school office, NOT the classroom teacher.  OR alterna-
tively,  parents can log in to the Parent Compass Portal 
and record your child’s absence.   
 
Open the Compass Parent Portal and select your child. 
Then Click on “Approvals”  and at the bottom of screen 
click on the  “ + “ (Add) .  Fill in the details and press 
“Add Attendance Note”.   
 
The school office will then receive this notification and 
record the absence.  If you have any concerns, please 
contact the school office.  Thank you.  

  YCDI Awards 

Congratulations and well done to Scarlett DeLacey

- Green who  received her YCDI award at            

Assembly on Monday.  Scarlett’s award was from 

Term 3. 

14th Oct  Nick Dayrit  

15th Oct  Adison Jenkins  

SWIMMING LESSONS TERM 4  

Swimming lessons are part of the school 

curriculum and ALL students are required 

to participate each Thursday.  Lessons are 

fully supervised by qualified instructors. 

Students are required to bring their      

swimming gear (including togs, towel,  

sunshirt, and goggles if required) ALL 

items should be clearly named and in a wet 

bag.  Students should attend school in  

uniform and will change before travelling 

by bus to the Town Pool. 

 



Day for Daniel will be celebrated at  

St Mary’s on  Friday 26th October 2018.    

ALL        students are invited to wear RED  on 

this day.  A GOLD coin donation will be      

collected to support the Daniel Morcombe 

Foundation.  Students are reminded that 

they are required to wear the correct school 

footwear.  

 

Planning Group for 2019 Debutante Ball  

 

This important function in the St Mary’s Parish Social Calendar needs a           

dedicated group of volunteers to plan and run the 2019 Debutante Ball. 
The core planners of the Ball from the last couple of years are wanting to hand 

over the  organising to a new group of volunteers. These people will be           

available to support the new group. 
 A meeting will be held sometime in November (with a date to be advised) to  

allow anyone who is interested to be part of the 2019 organising group to 

meet with the 2018 planners and set up structures that will hopefully result in 

a     successful Debutante Ball in 2019. 
If you are interested in being part of this planning group, please contact Claire 

Brazil 0427279832. 

La Petite Danse School made a visit to St Mary’s today with a special performance of 

Shrek characters, Fiona and Donkey. 

Donkey is played by St Mary’s student, Poppy Nobes.   A special Thank you to La Petite 

Danse School owner, Mel Nobes for allowing our students to see a sneak peak of their 

performance today. 

Tickets for the shows are available www.lapetitedanseschool.com.au 
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