
Exciting Times Ahead! 
 
I am thrilled to share that our school will be operating as a full-stream Prep to Year 6 school in 2020.  We would like to thank the 
Townsville Catholic Education Office for continuing to support our school to maintain the highest quality of staff and to ensure the 
best educational outcomes are achieved for all students at our school.   
 
We pride ourselves on providing all of our students with a high quality education at our school.   Instrumental to the quality of this 
education is sourcing outstanding staff.  I am pleased to share with you all that in 2020, we will be welcoming two new teachers to 
our school community.  Miss Anna Bennett will be teaching our Prep class and Miss Brooke Stevenson will be teaching Year 2.  
 
Miss Anna Bennett brings a range of educational experiences, as well as personal interests to her role.   Anna has a passion for an  
active lifestyle, and enjoys being surrounded by good food, family and friends.  Her love of teaching began on a school immersion trip 
to Sri Lanka, where she had the valuable opportunity to both teach and learn from the small rural township.   Early Years has been her 
passion and Anna currently works at an Early Learning Centre.  Anna is really looking forward to being a part of our local community. 
 
Miss Brooke Stevenson is from Charters Towers, where she completed thirteen years of schooling before moving to Townsville to 
further her studies.  Brooke enjoys playing sports and her favourites are swimming, dancing, netball, and touch football. She also 
loves spending quality time with her family and friends.  Brooke has wanted to become a teacher for as long as she can remember 
and she cannot wait to meet everyone and join our school community. 
 
Both Anna and Brooke will be visiting our school during Week 8 of this term.  On Friday 22nd 
November, we will be hosting a “Step-up Day”.  On this day, all students will progress to their 
2020 classes, where they will spend the day with their new classroom teacher.  Our Pre-Prep 
students will also be joining us from 9am to 2pm on this day.   We will also be hosting a  
“Meet and Greet” afternoon tea from 3pm on Friday 22nd November, in the Staffroom, 
where everyone will have the opportunity to meet our new staff.  We hope that you can 
attend. 
 
 Teaching Staff 2020: 

 Prep:      Miss Anna Bennett 

 Year 1:   Miss Koren Stewart 

 Year 2:   Miss Brooke Stevenson 

 Year 3:   Mrs Melanie Menzies 

 Year 4:   Mrs Belinda Farley 

 Year 5:   Mrs Rachael Young and Mrs Sharon Sullivan 

 Year 6:   Mrs Suzette Windridge and Mrs Cathy Shepherd 

 PE and The Arts:   Mrs Catherine Antonio 

 Learning and Teaching Adviser/Mentor Teacher:   Mrs Krystal Land 

 Inclusive Education:   Mrs Catherine Antonio 

 Instrumental Music:   Mrs Alicia Ninnes  (Private Tuition) 
 
If you have any questions about this new staffing arrangement for 2020, please contact me 
directly. 
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Welcome Miss Bennett!! 

Welcome Miss Stevenson!! 



Mini Vinnies Sleepout 
 
Each year, Mrs Christine Maltby coordinates the Mini Vinnies group at our school and each year the children 

greatly look forward to the much anticipated “Mini Vinnies Sleepout”.  Last Friday, our Mini Vinnies students were invited to attend this 
“Sleepout” at school to raise awareness for homelessness. 
 
Mrs Christine Maltby is our school’s outstanding Chaplain and she is to be congratulated for organising such a brilliant event.  The 
sleepout began with all children arriving at 6pm with a pillow, one blanket, a bowl, cup and spoon.  We all then walked to St Vincent De 
Paul shop where we were greeted by Mrs Kraaft, who is one of the very dedicated volunteers at our local Vinnies store.  During our time 
at Vinnies, the children asked a variety of questions about the vision of Vinnies and what they do to support those who are                 
disadvantaged in our community.  We thank Mrs Kraaft for meeting us at the shop and sharing her wisdom with the children. 
 
Our Mini Vinnie students then ventured back to school where we sat in comfortable companionship and shared a meal of soup and 
bread.  We spoke about those who are disadvantaged and how blessed we are in our own lives. Mrs Maltby shared a book titled “Fly 
Away Home”, which was about a young boy and his father who lived at an airport.  You could have heard a pin drop as the children  
listened attentively. She was then bombarded with numerous questions related to the text. 
 
A collection of items were scattered on the floor surrounding a suitcase.  The children had to decide what items they would include in a 
suitcase if they were homeless.  We discussed in detail the difference between a need and a want. This was then extended upon, to 
carefully consider what luxuries we all have in our lives.  The children spoke about the luxury of having a hot shower, a soft mattress to 
sleep on and the unconditional love of their families.   
 
Each child was then able to select a piece of cardboard, which was to become their bed for the evening.  Eventually…all children settled 
down for the night.  
 
In the morning, we gathered and discussed once more the difference between needs and wants.  We also spoke about how we, as Mini 
Vinnies, can make a difference in the lives of many.   
 
Thank you to all children who were able to attend this awareness raising event.  We also would like to extend an ENORMOUS THANK 
YOU to Mrs Maltby for organising the most amazing Mini Vinnies Sleepout! 
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God Bless  

Colette Williams  

APRE 
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Term 4   8 October—6 December 

Week 5  

5 Nov      Melbourne Cup Day  

7 Nov       P & F Assoc Mtg 5.30pm 

Week 6 

11 Nov    Remembrance Day Liturgy 

         8.35am 

Week 7  

23 Nov    Step Up Day 

Week 8 

26 Nov Swimming Carnival 

28 Nov     Yr 6 Graduation Mass 9am 

28 Nov     Yr 6 Graduation Dinner 

Week 9 

4 Dec Awards Night 

6 Dec MMBDO—Last Day Term 4 

 

 

News from our Chaplain…… 

During the month of November you are asked to donate non-

perishables to the SVDP charity who make up food parcels for 

Christmas, for those families who struggle to have enough to 

celebrate Jesus’s birth. Thank you for you generosity. 

Thank you all children who attended weekend Mass and to 

those who served with Fr Thomas:  Violette, Karlee, Keeley and 

Aislinn. 

Mini Vinnie students, Keeley, Karlee, Taylor and Ben visited 

Murroona Gardens this week and handed out two birthday 

cards to Grandpa Ray and Grandpa Maurie.  Best wishes! 

The Mini Vinnies ‘Sleepout’ last week was a great success in 

terms of social justice awareness and raising money for the 

homeless people in our community. Not all monies have been 

send in but the running total adds up to $981 so far. Well done 

everyone! Thank you for all your wonderful support. 

Please support the ‘Mary MacKillop Today’ foundation by   

sending in used stamps which can be turned into cash to help 

those less fortunate.   

“We pray not to get something or even to change some-

thing. We pray to become something. We pray to be-

come like Jesus. We pray for the Holy Spirit to change us 

into his likeness. The rest will take care of itself. 

“  (Jonathon Doyle)  

 

 

 

 

My contact details:  Phone: 47861203                                                 

Email:   cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au 

I am available each Wednesday and Friday, 

if you wish to have a chat. 
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mailto:cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au
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   Every Friday  
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Ice Cream and Fruit Salad Cup  

Or  

Ice Cream and Sprinkles 

FOR SALE EACH FRIDAY 

$1.00 

 

Student Absence using  
Compass Parent Portal  

 

If your child is absent (due to sickness, for 
an appointment or any other reason) please 
ensure that you contact the school office, 
NOT the classroom teacher.  OR   
alternatively, parents can log in to the     
Parent Compass Portal App and record your 
child’s absence.   
Open the Compass Parent Portal and select 
your child.  Then Click on “Approvals”  and 
at the bottom of screen click on the  
“+“ (Add) .  Fill in the details and press “Add 
Attendance Note”.   

 
The school office will then receive this   
notification and record the absence.        
If you have any concerns, please contact 
the office on 4786 1203.  Thank you.  
 
 

Save the Date  
St Mary’s Catholic School  

Family Fun Day  

30th May 2020 

10am — 2pm 
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Local Legends 
Congratulations to Isabella Bruce, who is our 

second nominated “Local Legend”. 

Isabella is a past student, completing her 

primary schooling at St Mary’s Catholic 

School in 2016. 

Isabella has excelled in her chosen sport of 

sailing and has recently returned from     

Hong Kong where she competed in an     

international competition representing   

Australia in the Optimist class. 

Well done and congratulations Isabella.    

You are a Legend! 
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Starboard Café   

North Qld Cruising Yacht Club 

1 Starboard Drive Bowen  

Open Thursday to Monday  

11am—6pm  

Closed Tuesday and Wednesday 

Parents, The fast pace of today is affecting us all.  Kids these days are more stressed than we realise, as parents and carer’s 

lives become busier.  Yoga has a myriad of benefits, and in particular for kids, we can show them tools to help cope with what 

is happening in their lives.  I have designed a series of classes that will include games and dancing, animal movements,      

breathing techniques, mindfulness and meditation.  Not only will this be great for children of all ages who attend, but will have 

a ripple affect to those closest to them and members of the community. 

The benefits I hope to achieve are through MIND, BODY and SPIRIT are: 

MIND  -  Calms, decreases tension and stress, increases concentration, reduces anxiety, balances energy levels.  

BODY - Assists neuromuscular development, encourages midline crossing motions, develops a strong and flexible body,         

improves posture, improves digestion and circulation, encourages the ability to relax...promoting better sleep. 

SPIRIT - Builds confidence and self-esteem, supports emotional intelligence, develops self-control, self expression,                 

responsibility, respect for one’s self and others. 

At Bowen Physiotherapy we offer two kids classes per week:  Monday and Wednesday 4pm—4.45pm. This is a drop off class, 

once parent and child are comfortable.  At the Monday class, we encourage those kids who have lots of energy to burn off to 

attend.  The class will have a physical focus, working with poses, balance and learning to stretch. 

Wednesday’s class will have a more mindful approach, using visualisation and creativity allowing even the shyest of kids to 

shine their light.  Both classes will include movement and meditation, finishing with relaxation. 

Please call Bowen Physiotherapy on 4786 2640 for more information. 

Thank you   

Faraday  -  Yoga Instructor 

 
 

Yoga Classes for Kids  

  Monday and Wednesday  

  4.00pm  - 4.45pm 

 Bowen Physiotherapy  

39 Powell Street 

Ph:  4786 2640 


