
 
 

Mary’s Munchkins 
 
 
In 2018, our school implemented our “Mary’s Munchkins Playgroup” and we have seen this program flourish over the past two years. 
 
Ms Robin Whitton coordinates our Playgroup and each Monday, you will see a big smile on her face as she mingles with the families, 
plays with the children, provides stimulating and engaging activities for the children and establish trusting relationships with our Mary’s 
Munchkins families. 
 
Robin has been working in the Early Years for over 15 years and she certainly has a natural gift for educating little people.  We thank 
Robin for all the love she invests into her role.  
 
We asked our Mary’s Munchkins families what they enjoyed most about our Playgroup this year.  There treasured comments are as 
follows: 

 We love the variety of activities. 

 It is always a friendly and caring environment to bring the children and there is a great array of indoor and outdoor         
    play experiences. 

 Playgroup is PERFECT! 

 I like the relaxed atmosphere, variety of free play options and the fact that there are both indoor and outdoor         
    spaces.  

 Playgroup provides a good opportunity to meet new people and encourage friendships between the children.  

 There are so many different learning experiences and sometimes the fire truck visits! 

 My daughter loves the keyboard and mini trampoline. 

 I love playgroup because it has a family feel and there is a great range of activities for children aged 0 - 5 years. 

 Miss Robin is a fantastic leader and is so warm and welcoming. 

 The playgroup provided a safe and happy environment. 

 The playgroup is just fabulous… thank you! 

 We love the St Mary’s Playgroup because we are always met with friendly faces and lots of fun. 

 I am new to town and have loved that everyone has been so welcoming.  My girls have loved seeing familiar faces       
    and simply love glitter and playdough. 

 I like that we can relax and talk to other mums while our children play in a safe, free-play environment.  

 
The positive comments from our families certainly affirm that our Mary’s Munchkins Playgroup is a wonderful Early Educational setting 
for little people to learn through engaging play based activities. 
 
Our Playgroup operates each Monday (Term time) from 9am - 11am.  All are welcome to attend. 
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As we near the end of the school year, our learning in Religion turns to Advent.  The Advent season begins on 
Sunday 1st December and concludes on Tuesday 24th December.   
 
Advent comes from the Latin word meaning "coming." Jesus is coming, and Advent is intended to be a season 
of preparation for His arrival. While we typically regard Advent as a joyous season, it is also intended to be a 
period of preparation, much like Lent. Prayer, penance and fasting are appropriate during this season. 
 
Advent is not as strict as Lent, and there are no rules for fasting, but it is meant to be a period of self-
preparation. The purple colour associated with Advent is also the colour of penance. The prayer spaces in our 
school will reflect the colour purple, as we enter into Advent.   
 
The colour of the Third Sunday of Advent is rose. This colour symbolizes joy and represents the happiness we 
will experience when Jesus comes again. The Third Sunday is a day of anticipatory celebration. It is formerly 
called "Gaudete" Sunday; Gaudete means "rejoice" in Latin. 
 
Finally, Sundays during Advent, just as during Lent, should not be given to fasting, but instead to celebration, 
because we celebrate the resurrection of Our Lord every Sunday. It is important to remember, however, there 
are no particular rules for how the laity should observe Advent. 
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God Bless  

Colette Williams  

APRE 
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Term 4   8 October—6 December 

Week 7  

22 Nov    Step Up Day 

22 Nov    Meet and Greet  3.15pm  

  Staffroom  

Week 8 

26 Nov Swimming Carnival 

28 Nov     Yr 6 Graduation Mass 9am 

28 Nov     Yr 6 Graduation Dinner 6pm 

 

 

 

Week 9 

4 Dec Awards Night  6pm 

6 Dec MMBDO— Break Up Pool 

  Party 9am—12noon 

  (collect children from pool)  

  Last Day Term 4 

 

News from our Chaplain…… 

During the month of November you are asked to   

donate non-perishables to the SVDP charity who 

make up food parcels for Christmas, for those       

families who struggle to have enough to celebrate 

Jesus’s birth. In each classroom is a box to collect 

your donations. Thank you for you generosity. 

Thank you all children who attended weekend    Mass 

and to those who served with Fr Thomas. He loves to 

see all the little angels on the altar and ‘growing’ the 

congregation! 

The Mini Vinnies, Alexis, Zac, Rorie and Roxy visited 

Murroona Gardens this week and handed out two 

birthday cards to Grandma Fay and Grandma Lesley. 

Best wishes! 

Please support the ‘Mary MacKillop Today’          

foundation by sending in used stamps which can be 

turned into cash to help those less fortunate.   

God’s resources are infinite and he offers               

employment to everyone. The distinct feature of 

kingdom behaviour is offering welcome! (Madonna 

magazine)  

 

 

 

My contact details:  Phone: 47861203                                                 

Email:   cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au 

I am available each Wednesday and Friday, 

if you wish to have a chat. 
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mailto:cmaltby@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au
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   Every Friday  
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Ice Cream and Fruit Salad Cup  

Or  

Ice Cream and Sprinkles 

FOR SALE EACH FRIDAY 

$1.00 

8 Nov  Laila Beath  

10 Nov  Narissa Matthias  

10 Nov  Jonathan Veth  

14 Nov  Samara Selvakumar 

16 Nov  Benjamin Pilcher 

20 Nov   Oliver Green  

22 Nov  Ines del Solar  

22 Nov  Nate Hicks  

Father Thomas  

And  

St Mary’s Bowen Parish Family  

Invite you to join us in  

Celebrating the Birth of  

Jesus at our  

Christmas Masses. 

Mass times are as follows: 

Christmas Eve starts with Carol singing 

At 5.30pm followed by Mass at  

6.30pm 

Christmas Day Mass is at 8am. 
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Local Legends 
Congratulations to Paul Darwen, who is this 

week’s Local Legend.  Paul attended St 

Mary’s Catholic School from 1977 to 1983. 

After many years studying, Paul is now an 

Associate Dean of Information Technology 

at James Cook University and resides in  

Brisbane. 

Paul’s mother, Mrs Margaret Darwen, was 

able to attend Assembly last Monday for the 

presentation by Mrs Williams. 

Congratulations Paul! You are a Legend!  
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Starboard Café   

North Qld Cruising Yacht Club 

1 Starboard Drive Bowen  

Open Thursday to Monday  

11am—6pm  

Closed Tuesday and Wednesday 

 
Yoga Classes for Kids  

  Monday and Wednesday  

  4.00pm  - 4.45pm 

 Bowen Physiotherapy  

39 Powell Street 

Ph:  4786 2640 


