
Week 4 - Term 2 -  2022 

TERM TWO IMPORTANT DATES  

10/05 - NAPLAN testing commences 

29/05 - St Mary’s Family Fun Day  

02/06 - P&F Meeting 

03/06 Under 8s Day  

09/06 - Board Meeting 

17/06 - Athletics Carnival  

24/06 - End of Term Mass  

PRINCIPAL NEWS 

Sadly, our Family Fun Day will not take place this 
Saturday.  Despite the weather clearing up, the 
grounds are still sodden and would not         
withstand trucks dropping off equipment and 
furniture. It would also not be a fun family day    
trekking through the mud. After consulting with 
Amusement Plus, the company that provides 
our rides, we have decided to postpone the 
event until Sunday the 29th of May.   

In the meantime, we will hold a second free dress day next Friday for a ‘jar of    
anything donation’ and will begin selling raffle tickets for the multi-draw raffle.            
All pre-purchased ride tickets will be honoured.  

The NAPLAN assessments for Years 3 and 5 took place this week.  As you are 
aware, these are valuable assessments for the school to use for analysis of      
teaching practices and for identifying trends across the school. We are very proud 
of our students for the way they applied themselves in the testing sessions.  Later 
in the year, each student will receive a detailed individual report. National data will 
also be released showing the average results at St Marys compared to the national 
average.   As a Catholic school, St Mary’s School is concerned with more than just 
the academic development of our students.  We recognise each of our students as 
unique and valuable individuals, who are to be nurtured to reach their full           
potential.  As a Mercy learning community, we strive to instil the values of        
compassion, justice, and outreach in our students. These qualities cannot be   
measured through standardised testing but are evident in the everyday relation-
ships between students and staff and visible in the awards and praise our  students 
regularly receive.   

We had a few children and parents who braved the weather to attend our Mary’s 
Munchkins playgroup last Monday.  Hopefully we will have sunshine next week so 
we can welcome everyone back  this coming Monday for a morning of fun. 

Until next week, 

Sharyn   



ST MARY’S 2022 ANNUAL SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN  

WRITING IMPROVEMENT   

This year we are engaging with The TCE Writing Project  with the aim of improving writing at St Mary’s.   

With the support of Townsville Catholic Education, St Mary’s is participating in a two year project to improve        

student writing. We have been very pleased with our students growth and also with the ongoing commitment of our 

teachers in employing new strategies to support their learners when writing.  

Under the leadership of Krystal Land, three teachers (Suzette Windridge, Alex Wenta and Melanie Menzies) have 

attended professional development on the effective teaching of writing and are implementing evidence based   

strategies in the Years 2, 3 and 5 classrooms.  Krystal, Suzette, Alex and Mel have also been sharing their experiences 

and successes with all staff at St Mary’s at dedicated staff meetings.   Next year, this work will inform  a whole 

school approach to writing which will be implemented in every classroom at St Mary’s. 



The Writing Project– Update 

Every week in Year 2 and 3, the students form targeted groups to participate in individualised learning   

experiences based upon their writing goals. When checking in with our learners, we have been excited to 

hear that they can readily articulate their level of engagement with their writing and areas they would like 

to work on in their writing. Students had a choice of what type of text they wanted to create for their  

Mothers Day gifts that came home recently.  As the students had ownership over what they created, they 

all completed a writing piece and were very proud to share their creations with their peers.  

In our upper school, the Year 5 students have also been exploring engagement and have taken themselves 

outside into the natural environment to create their texts.  They have also been making good use of our 

1:1 devices to compose texts via google docs. These students have been exploring feedback strategies    

surrounding writing and have introduced their own author’s chair in the classroom. The author’s chair 

works by students presenting their work to their teacher and peers, collaboratively members of the class 

then provide feedback to the student about things that they have done well and some ways that they 

could improve their writing. This week the students also starting looking at the process of writing by     

making coloured clay sculptures as away to generate ideas and think about how they could start their 

writing.  

For the remainder of the term we will continue to provide our learners with feedback about their writing 

and set targeted goals and learning experiences to improve their skills, whilst being guided by the          

pedagogy in 6+1 Traits of Writing and the NAPLAN Writing Marking Guide Criteria (Narrative and            

Persuasive.) We are also going to roll out The Writing Process Scaffold to help our learners visually keep 

track of which stage of the process of writing that they are working on. In Week 5 we also have an exciting 

whole school event occurring where students are going to work with our librarian Alana Browning to     

create a collaborative persuasive text. We can’t wait to share with you the text that our  

P-6 students create together later on this term!   Krystal Land   Learning and Teaching Adviser 



 
 

                                          

 

             

RELIGIOUS LIFE OF OUR SCHOOL  
 
Over the last couple of years, the Catholic Diocese of Townsville has been supporting St Mary’s school and parish in 
establishing a Buddies program, with the aim to eventually have a local youth group for 10 to 15 year old children. The 
Buddies program children meet at lunchtime twice a term to socialise, take part in fun activities and games, share a 
meal and reflect on their understanding of faith. Today the children met to eat pizza, play some games and discuss 
what it means to forgive when others hurt us. 
 

Thank you to Mrs Suzette Windridge for all of the time and love she invests into this very rewarding program! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

AWARD WINNERS  

On Monday Parade, our weekly awards were presented to students following the Mary’s Way “B” - Be My Best. 

Please join us in congratulating our award winners from this week.  

 

Congratulations to this week’s awardees : 

Back Row - 

L to R: Bailee-Maree Tapp, Rafferty Pilcher, Adison Jenkins, Aislinn Nisses, Ines Del Solar, Tess Weldon. 

Front Row -  L to R— Jaicee Petersen, Abigal Wood. 

 

Student of the week : 

 

Bailee-Maree Tapp 



 MULKADEE UPDATE 

Our students were very excited to receive a visit from Ms Sandra Neal (Mulkadee Coordi-
nator) and Ms Rachel Cairns (Mulkadee Choir Director) on Wednesday this week. Sandra 
and Rachel ran a choral workshop for all of our Mulkadee students, plus any extra Year 4 
students who were interested in attending next year. The students had a great time learn-
ing parts of the music they will be performing at Mulkadee in July! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 





FAMILY FUN DAY VOLUNTEERS !!!!!!!  

WHO          All parents are welcome to volunteer! 

WHEN        Half an Hour to an Hour of your time  

between 8 am and 3 pm 

WHERE      Tuckshop / Selling Food tickets  / Selling 

Drinks  /Ride Tickets  

HOW          Email Gemma Kirk (Family Fun Day Co-

ordinator at  gemma-

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR FAMILY FUN DAY  

We need donations of the following for class stalls  

 Plants for the plant stall 

 Filled jars for the “Jars of Anything” 

stall 

 Items for our raffles 

 Cakes for the cake stall 

mailto:gemmakirk@yahoo.com.au


 

 

 

 

 

 

In this edition of SchoolTV - BLENDED FAMILIES 

Blended or stepfamilies, come in all shapes and sizes. Today, the term “blended family” is more 

commonly used as opposed to “stepfamily”. Although their original meanings differ slightly, today 

both terms are used interchangeably. This is mostly due to some of the negative connotations asso-

ciated with fairy tale characters such as the evil stepmother or stepsister. 

The blended family is the fastest growing family dynamic in the world with one in five families now 

being a ‘step’ or ‘blended’ family. However, when families “blend,” it rarely progresses smoothly. 

Some children resist change, and parents become frustrated when the new family doesn’t function 

in the same way as the previous one. 

For many step-parent’s, the greatest challenge lies in determining what their role is within the family. 

The process can be both rewarding and challenging. Children affected by the union of a new couple 

may not be excited at the prospect of becoming part of a new family. 

Although blending families requires adjustment and patience from everyone involved, in this edition 

of SchoolTV, parents will be given some guidelines of real expectations that can help their new fami-

ly work through the growing pains. 

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this edition of SchoolTV and we al-

ways welcome your feedback. If you have any concerns about your child, please contact the school 

guidance counsellor for further information or seek medical or professional help. 

Here is the link to the Blended Families edition of SchoolTV 

https://smbtsv.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/blended-families  

https://smbtsv.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/blended-families


 

16 May                 Tess Weldon 

18 May                 Mason Drysdale-White 

19 May                 Asha Lane 

21 May                 Mahir Beygirci  

21 May                Sophia Nicholls 

Pre-purchase Ride tickets are available via 

the Flexischool app 

$20 Unlimited rides (pre-purchase) 

$25 Unlimited rides on the day 

Wristbands for Pre-purchased tickets will 

be sent home with the students. 



 

 



Mary Mackillop OSHC 
OSHC at St Mary’s Catholic School is now  

Operating Monday to Friday from  

6.30am to 8.30am 

and 2.45pm to 6.00pm. 

If you would like more information or to  

register, please contact Miss Rob on  

0428 216 062 OR at  

bowenoshc@mmcnq.catholic.edu.au 

 

  

 

 

Thankyou to Kristy and Bronson for sharing 

the gorgeous Kittens with us at OSHC. 

We learnt how to care for a new Kitten and 

gave them plenty of love and cuddles. 

 

 




