
Week 5  Term 2 -  2022 

PRINCIPAL NEWS 

St Mary’s offers a warm and inclusive Catholic school community. We    believe 

that each person is made in the image and likeness of God, and as a result, we 

value and respect each individual. We know that all children are learners and that 

each child is unique. 

This year’s annual school improvement plan prioritises inclusive practices.          

Inclusion is about ensuring that no one is left out of any part of school life from 

the learning and curriculum to relationships and play time.  Inclusion is  about 

intentionally planning for the success of all students. 

Catherine Antonio, our Inclusive Practices teacher, works with St Mary’s staff to 

ensure that our school caters for the diversity of learners within our school popu-

lation, most especially that our students with disability are supported to engage 

purposefully in learning. 

Catherine is currently on personal leave in the UK with her family.  Before taking 

leave, Catherine ensured that all Student Individual Education Plans were re-

newed for this year.  These plans were developed in collaboration with parents, 

specialists and classroom teachers and guide the work of teachers in the class-

room.    

In Catherine's absence, all teachers met this week with Anna Grace, the  Towns-

ville Catholic Education Advisory Visiting Specialist for Inclusivity.    It was a privi-

lege to be involved in these meetings and to hear the many ways our teachers 

are ensuring that every classroom is inclusive and every child is supported.    

Some snaps from Yr. 5 Art last term……... 

 

 

 

TERM TWO IMPORTANT DATES  

29/05 - St Mary’s Family Fun Day  

02/06 - P&F Meeting 

03/06 - Under 8s Day  

09/06 - Board Meeting 

17/06 - Athletics Carnival  

24/06 - End of Term Mass  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until Next Week  

Sharyn 



ST MARY’S 2022 ANNUAL SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN  

THE DISABILITY STANDARDS - Prioritise responsibilities  under the Disability Standards and 

understand how to implement them. 

This  year, all teachers at St Mary’s have engaged with professional development on the Disability Standards. These 

standards emphasise that Inclusive education is a legally-supported, evidence-based way of delivering education that 

recognises the individual characteristics of students.  It ensures that teachers are offering learning and teaching      

adjustments to allow all children to access the curriculum and to be a part of their school community.  For children 

living with disability, ensuring that they have the same educational opportunities as other students is critical to       

enabling them to reach their full potential and   become happy, contributing members of society. 

At St Mary’s, our teachers, school officers and Inclusive Practices Teacher work together with our Guidance Counsel-

lor and Visiting Specialists from Townsville Catholic Education to ensure we are responsive to 

the needs of all our learners.  Specialists from Townsville include hearing specialists, speech 

language pathologists and English as an additional language experts.  Teachers also receive 

and embed advice from specialists such as psychologists, psychiatrists and allied health     

workers including occupational therapists.    

I would like to acknowledge the work of Catherine Antonio, our Inclusive Practices teacher, in 

this space and her dedication to supporting our students in collaboration with their teachers 

and parents. 



 
 

                                          

 

             

Religious Life of our School  
 

This week the Year 1 class invited me to see some of the wonderful things they have been creating in their Religion 
lessons as “Inspire the Imagination” and “Express the Heart” in relation to the Scripture they have been learning about. 
These are two steps in an approach to teaching Religious Education called the KITE model. 
 
The KITE model is a teaching approach that engages the teacher and students with sacred texts and allows them to 
have an authentic religious experience within the classroom. The KITE method allows students to access the scripture 
from any point in their faith journey and does not assume that students come from a Catholic faith background with 
prior knowledge.  
 

 

The first step in the method is “Know the Text”, including the historical and cultural context in which it was written, 
literary features, and what it means for us today. Recently, the Year 1 students have been learning about the birth of 
Moses (Ex 2:1-10) and the story of Noah and the Ark (Gen 6:13-9:1). After the students have become familiar with the 
scriptural text itself, they are engaged in activities designed to “Inspire the    Imagination”, experiencing feelings and 
thoughts of those involved in the narrative. The Year 1 students have woven baskets that are reminiscent of the bas-
ket of reeds the baby Moses was placed in. In making the   baskets, the students were able to draw parallels between 
the basket that saved Moses and the boat that saved Noah.  

The third part of the process is “Translate to Life”, where students are encouraged to notice how God’s words and ac-
tions within the text are also felt in their own everyday experiences. Finally, they “Express the Heart”, using ideas and 
symbols from the biblical text to create a prayerful atmosphere linked to their understanding of the text. Year 1 have 
created a beautiful prayer mat, for use in their daily prayer. Their mat features their colourful handprints and their 
names, reminding them that they are all valued members of God’s creation. 
 
Well done Miss Bennet and Year 1! 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ex+2%3A1-10&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=gen+6%3A13-9%3A1&version=NRSVCE


UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

UNDER 8s DAY  - 3 JUNE 

Under 8s Day is a special celebration initiated by the Early Childhood Association (ECA), to acknowledge the im-

portance of learning in the early years of a child’s life. This year’s theme for Under 8s Day is “Play in a Changing 

World” .  Our Prep to Year 2 students have been invited to the community celebration at the Queen's Beach State 

School (QBSS) on the 3rd of June.   We are looking forward to celebrating this very special day with the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK  - 7 MAY 

National Reconciliation Week—27 May to 3 June—is a time for all Australians to learn about our share.”  All of our stu-

dents will be participating in a number of activities throughout the week and our teachers will be engaging with profes-

sional development on Wednesday afternoon led by Tammi Webber, our Indigenous Education Consultant from 

Townsville Catholic Education.d histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to 

achieving reconciliation in Australia.  The theme this year is…...  



FROM THE GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR 

Students today have extremely busy schedules, with 

ever increasing responsibilities at school and at 

home. Many kids, especially adolescents, are going 

to bed later and later and are at risk of sleep depri-

vation. This affects three areas of a child’s develop-

ment: psychological, physiological and psychosocial. 

All three are essential to a child's growth, learning 

ability and overall wellbeing. Sleep is vital to a 

child’s overall development and is as important as 

diet and exercise. 

Sleep also strengthens a child’s immune systems and supports their ability to function properly on a daily basis. Chil-

dren who do not get enough sleep show increased levels of aggressive behaviour, are less attentive and are much less 

active. Trying to catch up on sleep on weekends is not the answer and can still lead to severe sleep deprivation. 

In this edition of SchoolTV, parents will learn about the importance of sleep and how sleep deprivation can have ad-

verse effects on a child’s health and wellbeing. 

We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this edition of SchoolTV and we always welcome your 

feedback. If you have any concerns about your child, please contact the school guidance counsellor for further infor-

mation or seek medical or professional help. 

Here is the link to the Sleep edition of SchoolTV 

https://smbtsv.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/sleep 

HAVE YOUR SAY  
Townsville Catholic Education is working with all schools within the Dio-

cese to improve the education experience provided to our students. As a 

way to gain this feedback, all staff and families within our school commu-

nities will be sent a survey to shape the future directions of our schools. 

Your responses are very important in this process as we continue to strive 

to provide the best educational, social, spiritual and emotional resources 

and environment for our children.  

The surveys will be distributed via email today  and we ask that they are 

completed by Friday 10 June.  I would like to thank you in advance for 

providing feedback and assisting us to improve our school. 

https://smbtsv.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/sleep




Mega Raffle   

$2 a ticket  

Or  

$5 for 3 tickets 



AWARD WINNERS  
 
On Monday Parade, our weekly awards were presented to students following Mary’s Way “ S”  Show 
Respect around our school. Please join us in congratulating our award winners from this week.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations to this week awardees :  

L to R : Alfie Smith, Joel Young, Laharnah Nelson, Chase Lowcock, Evan Moxham. 

L to R— Bottom row : Lachlan Foster, Mila smith, Darragh Gentle. 

Student of the week : 

Harley DeLacey Green. 



 

 

                     

25 May        Koha Haare 

26 May        Ashton McMahon 

28 May        Knite Land 

28 May        Aislinn Ninnes 

Birthday Card Awardees :  

L to R :   

Mahir Beygirci, Max Bodsworth,  

Tess Weldon, Mason Drysdale-

White,   Asha Lane.    



Mary Mackillop OSHC 
OSHC at St Mary’s Catholic School is now  

Operating Monday to Friday from  

6.30am to 8.30am 

and 2.45pm to 6.00pm. 

If you would like more information or to  

register, please contact Miss Rob on  

0428 216 062 OR at  

bowenoshc@mmcnq.catholic.edu.au 

 

 3,2,1 we have liftoff !  

Building rockets takes imagination and skills.  

The team at OSHC have it covered with our          

students making a life size rocket.  



 


