WEEK 10| TERM 3| 2021

Trivia Night
On Friday night last week, the “brains” of Bowen flooded through our front gates, eager to participate in our
annual Trivia Night.
Our Annual Trivia Night is a P&F Event and has a focus on parental engagement. From the initial planning
phase, the P&F were highly supportive of this event, with key P&F members raising their hands to assist in
coordinating the proceedings.
Mr Dan Pilcher was the MC for the evening and we all loved the humor and enthusiasm that Dan offered on
the night. Dan ensured that all participants followed the rules and that a fun night was had by all. Thank you
so much Dan for being our MC.
A hobby horse game was enjoyed by all participants. During the night, each time was required to create a
hobby horse out of collage materials. They then had to nominate two jockeys to ride their horses through an
obstacle course. We could not believe the competitive nature of the participants!!! It was an absolute hoot to
watch!
A special thank you is extended to Jackie Veth, who did the most OUTSTANDING job developing the
questions. The questions were a wonderful balance between challenging, common knowledge to general
knowledge of our town. We also would like to thank our two judges; Jackie Veth and Kristy Sylvester. They
both worked tirelessly to ensure that all rounds were marked in record time to allow the evening to flow
smoothly. Thank you Aleisha Johnson who provided enormous support to ensure the event was a huge
success, along with Gemma Kirk, our P&F President. Gemma offered help wherever it was needed. Finally,
we would like to thank all staff, parents and friends of our school community for attending this event.
Congratulations to the winning team “Seven Plus One”. Our very own Mrs Sharon Sullivan was one of the
lucky winners. We certainly have clever teachers at St Mary’s!
All proceeds from the event will contribute towards supporting student learning at our school. Thank you
everyone!
Mrs Colette Williams
Principal

Religious Life of our School
Over the past year, St Mary’s has been taking part in the Buddy Pilot Program. Helen Melarekere is employed by the
Diocesan Office as our Youth Ministry Support Worker and is coordinating
this School / Parish Initiative.
We have a team of staff, volunteers and parishioners who have been guiding our Years 3 to 5 students through this
program. We thank the following members of our school community for generously donating their time to support
our Buddy Pilot Program:
 Fr Thomas (St Mary’s Parish Priest)
 Mrs Suzette Windridge (Year 6 Teacher)
 Billie Acreman (School Chaplain)
 Maria Firth (Parent and Parishioner)
 Katrina Smith (Parent and Parishioner)
The idea behind the program is to strengthen connections between students and the Parish and to allow students to
further develop and explore their faith in a fun environment. Every second Wednesday, during lunchtime, members
of the program meet to play games, listen to music and eat pizza while discussing what their faith means to them.
The idea is to grow the program to eventually include a Youth Group, outside of school, through which members will
take part in social outreach initiatives, community leadership and faith activities.
During the September holidays, Mrs Suzette Windridge and three of our Year 6 students will be travelling to the Ignite Conference in Brisbane to learn more about Youth Group formation and to grow and encourage their own faith.
Please keep Mrs Windridge, Isla Cristaudo, Isaac Tebbit and Violette Windridge in your prayers as we wish them all
the best of luck for their trip.
Mrs Alicia Ninnes
Assistant Principal RE

NAPLAN 2021
Last week at St Mary’s we had the pleasure of receiving our NAPLAN results for Year 3 and Year 5. We could not have been
prouder of our students, who all tried their best and received outstanding results. All of our students are blessed to have had
such dedicated and passionate teachers throughout their time at St Mary’s. Every teacher has given them the skills to set
them up for success, enabling them to show what they know and can do in their NAPLAN tests.

As you can see below we have many clever little learners at our school who are achieving above average results for all five
areas of NAPLAN.
We would also like to congratulate the following learners who received off-the-chart results for their tests and are working well
above the National Minimum Standard: Quade Cristaudo and Lucy Tebbit (Year 3) and Ozzie McMahon (Year 6.)

On parade last week we celebrated the achievement of
individual learners and cohorts. To the left you can see
the students who were working above and significantly
above the NMS, based upon their band scores.

Students working above the NMS

We also celebrated the fact that the Year 3 cohort are
working above the state average for Queensland, and
that the Year 5 cohort, as a whole, have improved since
they were in Year 3 in 2019 in the areas of Numeracy,
Spelling, Reading and Grammar and Punctuation.
If you would like to discuss your child’s NAPLAN results
please contact your classroom teacher or me.

Krystal Land
Learning Enrichment
Students working significantly above the NMS

Mary Mackillop OSHC
OSHC Details
OSHC is happening
at St Mary’s after
school Monday to
Friday.
If you would like
to know more and
to register your
child
please phone Miss
Rob on
0428 216 062.

Mrs McIntosh came in and entertained us
all with a lesson in building a volcano. The
children all absolutely loved this activity.

Class Awards
Congratulations to this week’s
awardees:
Alisha Kirk Prep A, Harley DeLaceyGreen Prep B, Xander Gomersall Yr 1,
Anfrea Firth Yr4, Tessa Weldon Yr 5.

Principal Awards
Congratulations to
all of this week’s
Principal awardees!

Amahli Cora - 21st September

Isacc Roberts - 25th September

Kenzie Anderson - 22nd September

Samantha Pugh - 29th September

Clayton Crisp - 22nd September

Andrew Firth - 1st October

Laharnah Nelson - 22nd September

Scarlette DeLacey-Green - 5th October

Seraphina Dale - 24th September

Georgia Nelson - 6th October

Thank You, thank you, thank you!
What an absolutely fantastic Trivia Night we had last Friday.
We would like to thank the following businesses for their generous
donations towards the night;


Jessie Foster from JLF design and hire, who designed and
donated the decals for the winning prizes



AMP’d fitness



Meraki Whitsundays



Bowen Meat supplies



Bowen Woolworths

Instrumental Music Lessons
Hello to all Term 3 is coming to a close very quickly and so to does music at the school for another term. I am aware of a
large number of students yet to be given a time for tuition, I hope to be in touch with you all soon with times for those still
waiting. There will still be a waiting list however. Preference will be given to the older students with the others kept on
the waiting list and contact made when a position is free.
Some parents have requested tuition but unsure what instrument to go to. Over the holidays I will be offering a ukulele
keyboard based opportunity for this exact purpose. It will give your child the opportunity to try each instrument out to
help make the decision. Brass and woodwind will only be offered to older students. If you are wishing your child to be
involved in music over the holidays please text your interest to Sue Martin 0428411494 (text will give me permanent
record of request).
There is also a free theory class for current students on the holidays. A newsletter will be sent out this week with
information, please check with your child for the newsletter.
For any other music information please feel free to text me on 0428411494
Musically yours
Sue

Chaplain’s News
During Term 3 students have been working hard in our Lego masters groups. They have built some wonderful
structures, like hippos, birds, crocodiles, snails and many other interesting lego creations. This experience helps our
students learn wonderful skills in giving directions, taking directions, being patient, developing language skills in a
group, and many other beneficial characteristics they will use as they continue to grow. I have enjoyed watching
students encourage each other, as they take turns in the different roles they participate in during the program.
The Parish garden has continued to grow strong throughout Term 3. We now have tomatoes, sage, Madagascan
spinach, silver beet, beetroot, and many other wonderful plants growing in the garden. Last week Mrs Taite added a
native bee hive to the garden project, as there are bees nesting in the area. Mrs Taite is always sharing her incredible
knowledge with the students and the bee hive will be a great addition to the students’ learning and interest, as the
garden continues to change and grow with the seasons.

Socktober Event
This year, our school could not wait to embark on our Socktober event and have commenced the launch today. The
children engaged in a variety of learning activities with Mrs Billie Acreman (School Chaplain). The children were
required to collect a variety of items from home such as; plastic bags, old clothes, ribbon and so on. These items were
then used to create a soccer ball.
In many countries, children are not as privileged as those living in Australia. Many children would not know what a
brand new soccer ball would look like. The children in third world countries make soccer balls out of rubbish. These
balls are then used to play a game of soccer.
The learning for our students is about needs and wants. For many of us, a ball might seem like a need. We know that
this is a want. Thank you Mrs Acremean for educating our students and enabling them to become more globally aware.

Updated School Uniform Prices..

