WEEK 1| TERM 2| 2021

Encounter Gathering
On the 15th and 16th April, all teachers, senior leaders and Townsville Catholic Education Office staff were invited to attend our
2021 Encounter Gathering.
The gathering provided an opportunity for all Townsville Catholic Education staff to connect, listen, learn, grow and re-new. The
encounter gathering provided the impetus for staff in our system to reflect on the massive shift in identity for Catholic schools in the
midst of a pluralistic and secular society. As educators in a liminal time it is often difficult and challenging to negotiate a new way,
whilst acknowledging tradition and providing opportunities for students to know and encounter God.
During the event, staff were able to engage in workshops, presented by world renowned keynote speakers. Professor Br David Hall,
Reverend Dr Richard Leonard SJ, Professor Peta Goldburg, Fr Rob Galea, and Samuel Clear were a handful of outstanding minds,
who challenged our thinking.
The stand out workshop for me, was one presented by Professor Br David Hall titled “In Good Times and in Bad: Education as
Relationship”. During the workshop, Br David Hall presented the words of Pope Francis to explore the critical human elements
involved in the ethical education of our children and young people. We explored how and why the “little things” matter, and
considered the powerful impact of parents and families on a child’s education.
We are living in a world, which is focused on me, me, me! As parents, we need to consider what we want our children to be
exposed to, who is providing their entertainment, who is entering their rooms through the TV, their devices, and with whom are
they spending their spare time.
We, as parents, are responsible to share the ‘will’ of our children and to foster good habits and a natural inclination to
goodness. This really is about teaching our children that doing what is right, is more than judging what seems to be best. It is more
about teaching our children to make good ethical decisions and showing them that it is in their best interest to do what is right. You
may ask. How do I do this? Well, what Pope Francis tells us is that it is essential to help children realise that misbehaviour has
consequences. Children need to be encouraged to put themselves in other people’s shoes and to acknowledge the hurt they have
caused.
The family home is the primary setting for socialisation. This is where your children learn to relate to others, to listen and share, to
be patient and show respect, to help one another and live as one. As a school, we are the second educators in this space. As we
journey alongside all families, we will continue to be key partners in supporting our students to make good, ethical and moral
choices. We expect all children to own their behaviour and to follow the Mary’s Way. It is only when the school and home work
together in this space, that we can achieve truly great outcomes.
I am sure all teachers loved the Encounter Gathering, as this professional development opportunity really challenged us all to reflect
on how we can support our students to know, love and experience God.
Mrs Colette Williams
Principal

Religious Life of our School
Today our school commemorated ANZAC Day with a liturgy in the
St Mary’s church.
The liturgy was opened by the school choir giving a heartfelt
performance of the song, In the Silence, by Glyn Lehmann. The
Year 3 class led us in prayer and every class contributed to making
poppies to either decorate the prayer space, or to distribute to
guests. The liturgy ended with the school strings playing Nearer
My God to Thee.

We were blessed to once again be joined by John Eyles, from the Bowen RSL and he gave a wonderful address to
the students about the important meaning behind ANZAC Day. Mr Eyles also led us in reciting the Ode.
It is so important for our children to be taught the importance of reflection on the sacrifices made by those who
have gone before us, and gratitude for their sacrifices. ANZAC Day is therefore an important time of year in our
community and St Mary’s will have a presence at both the Dawn Service and ANZAC Day March this Sunday
morning. If you would like to take part, the Dawn Service will be held at the cenotaph in Herbert Street at
5.50am. Students taking part in the March will need to gather outside the RSL in Williams Street at 8.45am,
ready to begin marching towards the cenotaph shortly after 9.00am.
I look forward to seeing many of you there.

Mrs Alicia Ninnes
Assistant Principal RE

Learning Enrichment Overview
Throughout this term we have been busy learning and investigating a range of topics in order to further develop
our strengths in the areas of Literacy and Numeracy.
Some of the activities that we have completed are; NAPLAN stamina practice, nonsense and real word
matching , sorting vocabulary into categories and skip counting using additive strategies (Early Years)
Below are our ‘Stars of the week’ from Term 1! I am very proud of each and every Learning Enrichment
student.
Week Three: Week Four: Week Five:

Week Eight: Week Nine:

Learning Enrichment Star of the Term!

Quotes from our ‘Learning Enrichment Students’:
Year 1-2 Group- “I get to learn with my friends.” Andrew, Yr. 1
Year 3-4 Group– “We get to learn using our Chromebooks and this is fun!” Scarlett DeLaceyGreen, Yr. 3

Krystal Land,
Learning Enrichment Teacher

What’s happening at OSHC..
We love celebrating birthday at OSCH with ice cream!

OSHC Details
OSHC is happening at St Mary’s after
school Monday to Friday. If you
would like to know more and to
register your child, please phone
Miss Rob on 0428 216 062.

Lunchtime activities with Miss Kristy
The Kapok crafters have been very busy this week!
They created these beautiful paper butterflies and monster hand prints……..

Kapok Breakfast Club
Kapok Breakfast Club will start next Tuesday!
We will have fruit and cereal and open Tuesday’s and Thursdays in the OSHC Room from 8am-8:30am.
If you have any dietary requirements please4 contact Kristy Sylvester on 4786 12036 or ksylvester@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au
Miss Kristy
IEW

Mica McVeigh - 26 April
Isla Cristaudo - 28 April
Mica Hicks - 28 April
Ryda Acton - 28 April

Xavier DeGroot - 29 April
Lachlan Foster - 30

Congratulations Isla Cristaudo
Congratulations to Isla Cristaudo for being selected into the Whitsunday
Girls' Soccer Team! Isla was a stand out player at the trials on Wednesday
and we wish her the best of luck at the NQ Soccer trials on 23rd - 24th
May.

Tuckshop Volunteers
We are seeking parent volunteers to assist in our tuckshop on the day of the
event. Mrs Kristy Sylvester is coordinating the tuckshop and she would be
very grateful for all support offered. Please contact the school directly if you
are able to assist in the tuckshop or email Kristy Sylvester on
ksylvester@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au

Any donations of Zooper Dooper’s to support
this fundraiser would be greatly appreciated!

School Dental Van
The Bowen School Dental Van is currently at St Mary's Catholic School, Bowen.
This is a free service provided by QLD Health. If you would like to make an appointment for
your child, please contact our Hotline on 48856444.
All children are eligible from 4 years of age until the end of Grade 10.
If you have a 4 year old that is not currently enrolled at school you may make an appointment for them and any of high school aged students whether they attend school in Bowen
or Whitsunday Area. Due to opening Hours the Whitsunday students may have to make appointments during the School Holidays
If you receive the Child Dental Benefit Money or you have a HCC or PCC, your child is
eligible for this free service, (from 2 years of age to the end of Grade 12).
The Bowen School Dental Van will visit schools on a yearly basis and will continue to see
your children. However, if your child has a Dental Emergency/Toothache please contact us
on the number above and make an appointment to come to the Dental Van at the current
school.
Helen Tilse
Dental Therapist - Mackay Oral Health

