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Mrs Colette Williams  

Principal  

Welcome to St Mary’s Ms Strambini!  
It is with great pleasure that we warmly welcome Ms Rachel Strambini to the St Mary’s Catholic School 
teaching team.  Rachel has been appointed as our new Year 3 Classroom Teacher. 

Rachel is very excited to begin her role as the Year 3 teacher at St Mary’s Catholic School.  Rachel             
attended Ryan Catholic College from Prep to Year 12 and then moved onto James Cook University in 
Townsville.  

Rachel’s experience in Catholic Education ignited her passion for teaching and making a difference in                
students’ lives. She believes it is very important to create a positive and welcoming classroom community 
to foster a lifelong love of learning. 

Rachel enjoys tennis, running, cooking and playing the piano. She has worked as a tennis coach to young 
students over the past seven years, as well as an Educator in Outside Schools Hours Care in Townsville. 

Rachel is thrilled to begin teaching at St Mary’s Catholic school, where she is looking forward to becoming 
an active member of the school and parish community. She is also very eager to meet the Year 3                      
students and their families.  

We look forward to adopting Rachel as our newest member of the teaching team here at St Mary’s                   
Catholic School.  I am sure that all parents, staff and students will make Rachel very welcome at our 
school.   



Mrs Alicia Ninnes 

Assistant Principal RE 

Religious Life of our School  
This week we are celebrating the National Aboriginal and Islander Day Observance Committee, or 
NAIDOC. Throughout the week, St Mary’s has held special activities, including the staff participating in 
a Walk on Country on Wednesday afternoon, and our NAIDOC whole-school celebration on Thursday. 
Our NAIDOC Day celebrations began with a liturgy, including a smoking ceremony, Welcome to 
Country from Uncle Jim Gaston, and traditional dancing from the Juru dance group, which this year 
included one of our Prep students Lazariah Prior.  
Father Thomas delivered a beautiful homily that reflected the 2021 NAIDOC theme for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Sunday – ‘Heal Country.’ In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis has called us to continue 
to seek greater protections for our lands, our waters, our sacred sites and our cultural heritage from 
exploitation, desecration, and destruction and the ‘Heal Country’ theme reflects this call to action. 
2021 marks the 250th Anniversary of the arrival of Christianity in Australia. Yet the Spirit of God was 
poured out onto the original inhabitants of this great Southern Land many, many thousands of years 
prior. God’s Spirit could be heard through the singing of the birds, the cascade of the waterfall, the 
rustle of the wind and, most importantly, in silence. Our staff and students participated in ‘Dadirri,’ 
which is an Indigenous silent meditation and personal reflection practice. The belief is that sitting in 
silence within nature can stimulate our awareness and deep understanding of the beauty of nature. 



NAIDOC 2021 





Mary Mackillop OSHC 

OSHC Details 

OSHC is happening at St Mary’s after school Monday to Friday. 

  If you would like to know more and to register your child 

please phone Miss Rob on 0428 216 062. 

Children are so creative! 

  OSCH is getting very busy and we are reaching the maximum numbers  some days so can you 

please text Miss Robin and let her know if your child is going to be away.  Ph 0428216062  





                      NAB Auskick School Program 
  

                             Week 1 – Friday 23
rd

 July (3:40 – 4:50pm) 
                Week 2- Friday 30

th
 July (3:40 – 4:50pm) 

                   Week 3- Friday 6
th
 August (3:40 – 4:50pm) 

                    Week 4- Friday 13
th
 August (3:40 – 4:50pm) 

                    Week 5- Friday 20
th
 August (3:40 – 4:50pm) 

                    Week 6- Friday 27
th
 August (3:40 – 4:50pm) 

 

LOURDES HILL COLLEGE, BRISBANE - REUNION – All students who attended Lourdes hill College, Brisbane in:   
1966 – Year 8, 1967 – Year 9, 1968 – Year 10, 1969 – Year 11 and 1970 – Year 12, are invited to attend the Reunion 
of the 1966-1970 Cohort on Saturday 16 October at Lourdes Hill College.   
For enquiries, please contact:   
Maree Foley (Stanton) maree_foley@hotmail.com ,  events@lhc.qld.edu.au or phone Mary at LHC on 3399 0411.  

Lourdes Hill College, Brisbane - Reunion 

Principal Awards 

As a part of our new Positive Behaviour for Learning Plan (PB4L), there have been changes and modifications to our 

behaviour management processes.  

Each week, our PB4L team gathers and engages in rich discussions to drive the positive behaviour of our school.  The 

team includes a diverse membership of Leadership, Teachers, School Officers and Students.  We are in the final            

process of completing our plan and we are now progressing towards developing targeted lessons to support our                 

students to make 'thumbs up' choices at our school.  Many of our students will appear in videos, which will be used as 

supporting resources.  

One major change that will take effect as from Monday next week is the delivery of the Principal Awards.  The current 

Principal Awards connect with our fifth school rule; Be My Best.  The Principal Award from next week onward, will be 

generated for all students who achieve 10 Praise Notes.  The Praise Notes recognise positive behaviour choices linked 

to our five school  rules. 

We will be sharing this change with the students on Parade next week.  All students will continue to receive weekly class 

awards, as per our current processes. 

If you have any questions, please come and have a chat  

Mrs Colette Williams  

Principal  
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