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Positive Behaviour for Learning
As you would be aware, our school is continuing to develop our Positive Behaviour for Learning. You may be asking...What is PB4L?
“PB4L is a broad range of systemic and individualised strategies for achieving important social and learning outcomes while preventing
problem behaviour with all students” (Sugai & Horner, 2001).
What we know is that schools that rely primarily on “punishing problem behaviours are associated with increases in aggression, vandalism,
truancy, and dropping out” (Mayer, 1995). Our school Positive Behaviour for Learning Plan provides a holistic approach, whereby we
actively educate our students about expected ways of behaving.
Current research indicates that there are basic behavioural principles that lay the foundation necessary for developing an effective
school-wide system. These principles include;
Principle 1: Our behaviour tends to be chosen and includes what we say and do.
Principle 2: Our behaviour tends to be triggered by an ‘event’ around (or in) us. We often don’t have control over external events. We
have some control over how we respond.
Principle 3: The behaviour we choose is purposeful. It is our best attempt to get us what we want (to meet specific needs / goals /
functions)
Principle 4: If a behaviour gets us what we want, we tend to choose it again. If behaviour is unsuccessful, we tend not to choose it
again (if our behaviour skill set includes better options)
Principle 5: As educators and parents, a significant part of what we do is aimed at influencing the behaviour of others.
Principle 6: We can never directly manage another’s behaviour. We can only improve the skill set and adjust the context. For this to
occur, we need to better understand the WHY.
To understand the ‘why’ our school completes Functional Behaviour Assessments. Mrs Catherine Antonio (Inclusive Practice Teacher)
undertakes these assessments and engages with staff, students, parents and external agencies to best support the behavior of our students.
The Challenge!!
As parents and teachers, we know that supporting children to make good behaviour choices is challenging. What we do know is that
traditional ‘discipline’ methods simply do not change behaviour
among the most challenging students. Students with the most challenging behaviours need a comprehensive system of support.
At St Mary’s Catholic School, we endeavour to support all
students to become successful learners, confident and creative
individuals, and active and informed citizens (Mparntwe
Declaration).
This is achieved through actively teaching
children expected behaviours. If you would like to know more
about our Positive Behaviour for Learning Plan, please chat to
your teacher or any members of the Leadership Team in our
school..

Mrs Colette Williams
Principal

Religious Life of our School
This term the Prep students are learning about Sacraments in their Religious Education lessons. The focus for the
start of the term is on Baptism. On Tuesday morning the students visited Father Thomas, in the church, to learn
about what happens during a baptism. Some of symbols the children may remember are:
 Water (the priest pours water over the child’s head three times)


A candle (represents the fact that the child has become a “light for the world”)



Oil (symbolizing that the child has been chosen as a king, a prophet and a priest for the Catholic Church)



A white garment (symbolizing that the child’s spirit has been washed “clean”)

The Prep children also learned that baptism is a sacrament of initiation, and that it is like a gate that needs to be
opened to welcome people into the Catholic Church. Therefore, another important part of a baptism is when the
parents and godparents declare that they accept the Church’s beliefs and renounce evil on behalf of the child being
baptised.
The students’ time in the church finished with a mock baptism, with Father Thomas showing the children the symbols
while pretending to baptise Hanalei. The children were keen to go back to class and have a go at baptising baby dolls
in the classroom.
Thank you Father Thomas for taking the time to share your knowledge with our students!

Mrs Alicia Ninnes
Assistant Principal RE

Mary Mackillop OSHC

OSHC Details
OSHC is happening at St Mary’s after school Monday to Friday. If you would
like to know more or to register, please phone Miss Rob on 0428 216 062.

Adison Jenkins - 15th October

Quest For Knowledge
Nyree (TCE- Learning and Teaching
Systems Adviser) and Kathy
Lowcock (QFK Co-ordinator) presenting
our Year 6 students with their prize for
winning best team name,
Mary's Malarkey Whatchamacallits.

The Kapok Crafters
We had a great start to Term 4 with some
Aboriginal flag painting and We Walk Together”
feet painting. You can find some of our art
work in the Library.
Our breakfast club will resume on Tuesdays
and Thursdays Week 2. We will be adding a
nice cold juice now it is getting warmer.

Life Education Van Visit
The students were all extremely excited to see the Life Education van when they returned from the holidays. Many
children expressed that they couldn’t wait to visit Healthy Harold the Giraffe! The Life Education programme has been
operating for 42 years and it aims to empower children to make safer and healthier choices in their lives through
education about preventative health.
The Prep to Year 3 classes attended sessions that provided information related to healthy nutrition, being physically
active, understanding their feelings and emotions, and growing healthy friendships. The older students attended
sessions about understanding medicine, making good choices in relation to drugs and alcohol, and encouraging
relationships based on respect. The majority of classes will revisit this information as part of their Health units of
learning.
The presenter, Jordan, was thoroughly entertaining and had the children all entirely engaged in the lessons. Thank you
Jordan, and we hope to see you again next year!

Parish News Flash!
We have good news from Father Thomas! Children's Liturgy is restarting at the 8 o'clock Sunday Mass, commencing
Sunday, 17th October until Advent. Children will have the option to join in children's faith activities, provided by Mrs
Bev Lowcock and her team, for part of the Mass and return to the Church for Communion. A new programme will be
used that includes visual and hard copy material and should prove very engaging and enjoyable for the children to learn
more about the Catholic faith. We hope to see many new faces join our Children's Liturgy programme.
The photos from the Confirmation and First Communion Sacraments are now displayed on a noticeboard in the Church,
so that the parishioners will be reminded to pray for the children and their families.

Updated School Uniform Prices..

