WEEK 2| TERM 4| 2021

Life Education Visit
We have a wonderful week of learning and adventure at St Mary’s Catholic School. Last week, your
child(ren) may have been sharing stories about a giraffe named Harold. Each year, our school engages the
Life Education Van to visit our school to educate the children surrounding real life issues.
Life Education was born from a vision. This vision realises that as a community, we need to band together to
support our young people to ensure that they, along with their own children, can confidently face the
increasingly tough challenges in their lives. The mission of Life Education is to empower our children and
young people to make safer and healthier choices through education.
The content of the lessons aligns with our Health Curriculum and all classes visited the Life Education Van this
week. We were incredibly fortunate to have Jordan Kite (Life Education Van Teacher) visit our school to lead
the following sessions:


Prep: Harold’s Friendships



Year 1: Ready, Steady, Go



Year 2: Growing Good Friends



Year 3: Harold’s Diary



Year 4: Mind Your Medicine



Year 5: Be Cyberwise



Year 6: Relate, Respect, Connect

I overheard many excited conversations being had by all students about the things they learnt at the Life
Education Van and also many interesting facts about Harold the giraffe!!!! We thank Jordan for visiting our
school and educating our students to be healthy, happy individuals.

Mrs Colette Williams
Principal

Religious Life of our School
This term the Year 5 students are learning about Pioneering Catholics in their Religious Education lessons. The focus
for the start of the term is on the ways in which communities of believers, past and present, strengthen their faith.
On Tuesday afternoon the students were visited by Mrs Gloria Fisher and Mrs Mikki Menzies. Mrs Fisher and Mrs
Menzies brought artifacts from their childhood, and shared stories about what St Mary’s, both the church and the
school, were like in the middle of the 20th Century.
The students were fascinated by the huge difference between what Catholic schooling was like in the time that Mrs
Fisher attended St Mary’s school, and what it is like now. Mrs Menzies shared with the students how strict the rules
for being Catholic were, how hot the uniforms were, that all of the students at St Mary’s were Catholic, and the fact
that the students attended Mass every day. How things have changed!
For a small comparison, here is a photo of the Prep school in 1942.
Mrs Fisher and Mrs Menzies also shared some of their treasured
possessions, such as a painting of the old St Mary’s church (by Sister
Carmel Arnold), medallions to signify their membership of groups such
as the Holy Angels, rosary beads and holy cards.
Thank you Mrs Fisher and Mrs Menzies for sharing your amazing
stories of the past with our students!

Mrs Alicia Ninnes
Assistant Principal RE

Mary Mackillop OSHC
OSHC Details
OSHC is happening at St
Mary’s after school
Monday to Friday. If you
would like to know more
or to register, please
phone Miss Rob
on 0428 216 062.

Class Awards
Congratulations to this
week’s awardees:
Back row: Isacc Roberts Yr 6,
Blake Williams Yr 3, Cooper
Nelson Yr 6, Andrea Firth Yr 4,
Koha Haare Yr 1.
Front row: Beau Roach Yr 3,
Charlotte Wood Yr 2, Aaliyah
Klaus Yr 2, Oliver Eldred Prep
B, Lachlan Foster Prep A.

Principal Awards

Congratulations to all of this week’s Principal awardees!

Alfie Smith - 19th October
Harley DeLacey-Green - 21st October
Sophie Palmero - 23rd October
Lucas Poljakovic - 23rd October

Ignite Unleash 2021 Student Review
I found The Ignite conference to be a wonderful experience! It really taught me the importance of finding God and how, no matter what, God will be there
with you. The conference was all about how to be
unleashed in your life, and what we can do if we are
given the opportunity to be truly unleashed.
There were so many amazing songs and personal
stories, it really reached me. It taught me so many
things about how we were all special and that we
can all achieve something special in our lives. It
taught me that no matter what our age is, we are all
loved by God. He forgives our mistakes and wants
us to improve ourselves so that we can be happy.
I would like to personally rate the singers 10/10.
They really showed me the importance of emotion
and how to feel about God. They taught me that I
am also a 10/10 because God made me and even if
I sometimes feel defeated, God will always make
sure I'm on the right path if I have faith in Him.
Father Emene was like the father to the group, he
led us with prayer and a special group Mass. He
taught us that we are a family and need to reflect
upon ourselves.
Thank you for allowing me to attend this conference
and I encourage anyone interested to give it a go if
they can! I made so many new friends there, I
would definitely go to the conference again if I could
next year. You just might make some new friends
and be ‘unleashed’ in your life too.
Violette Windridge
Yr 6 Student

Congratulations to our Bowen Athletics Legends

Aaliyah Klaus yr. 2, Kendall Malone yr. 1, Halliana Fenn yr. 1, Porscha Fenn yr. 2 and Tessa Weldon yr. 5

Parish News Flash!
We have good news from Father Thomas! Children's Liturgy is restarting at the 8 o'clock Sunday Mass, commencing
Sunday, 17th October until Advent. Children will have the option to join in children's faith activities, provided by Mrs
Bev Lowcock and her team, for part of the Mass and return to the Church for Communion. A new programme will be
used that includes visual and hard copy material and should prove very engaging and enjoyable for the children to learn
more about the Catholic faith. We hope to see many new faces join our Children's Liturgy programme.
The photos from the Confirmation and First Communion Sacraments are now displayed on a noticeboard in the Church,
so that the parishioners will be reminded to pray for the children and their families.

