WEEK 3| TERM 4| 2020

Book Week Bonanza
Mrs Kathy Lowcock is a woman of many talents, one being our most AMAZING Librarian.
As Librarian, Kathy is responsible for ensuring our literature in the library is up to date, contemporary, literally
challenging and engaging the interests of our student population. Kathy invests an enormous amount of time
and energy into ensuring our Library looks and feels amazing, with our recent upgrade being testament to this
fact.
At our school, we actively foster the love of reading and Book Week is one means of celebrating
literature. This week, our students have been provided with numerous lunchtime activities to include: Lego
construction, colouring and creating bookmarks, Gruffalo mask making, origami, and simply enjoying our
library space to read their favourite books.
On Wednesday this week, our students and staff were invited to participate in a Book Week Parade. The
costumes were out of this world!!!! The children’s love of reading was certainly evident, as they paraded
around as their favourite book character.
Reading opens the pathway for children to access all levels of the curriculum. To support the reading
development of our students, we implement Initialit in our Prep class. For those students who require some
additional support with reading, they enter into MiniLit and MacqLit programs, as they progress through our
school. We constantly track and monitor each student’s progress through the use of various assessment tools
to include; PM Benchmarks, PROBE and PAT Reading. As a staff, we then analyse, interpret and reflect upon
this collected data to inform future teaching and learning.
Thank you Kathy for being the most amazing Librarian and for sharing your love of reading with our entire
school community.

Colette Williams
Principal

Religious Life of our school
As many of you may be aware, our Parish is currently undergoing a reimagining. We work in very close
collaboration with our Parish and Fr Thomas is a highly visible and frequent visitor at our school. Fr Thomas
certainly has surrounded himself with many passionate people, with Mrs Marueen Baxter being appointed
our Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson. Maureen is certainly breathing great life into our Parish as our
PPC Chair.
Our Parish Pastoral Council has been very busy developing our Vision and Mission, which has been shared
amongst our Parish community for feedback and then for endorsement. As a result, our first action has
been to develop a new ministry; hospitality and fellowship.
We are seeking the support of our Parish and school community to establish a new hospitality and
fellowship team. The hospitality component will focus on Parish events and welcoming parishioners to
weekend Masses. Regarding fellowship, our Parish will be implementing an Alpha Program in 2021.
We need your help! If you would like to become more actively involved with our Parish and are interested
in joining the hospitality and fellowship team, please contact our school office or Fr Thomas at the St Mary’s
Catholic Church.
Our school is incredibly committed to working alongside our Parish. Our goal is to progress the vision of
our parish and to grow our Christian community in action. We ask that you consider how you can serve the
Lord.

Mrs Colette Williams
Principal

Book Week at St Mary’s ……

See more photos
on Facebook.

OSCH—Outside
School Hours
Care.

Our OSHC students having
fun after school.
If you would like to enrol in
OSHC, please direct all
enquiries to Miss Rob on
0428 216 062.

Celebrating Socktober at St
Mary’s ……

We are seeking support in our school
Tuckshop
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 9am—2pm
PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL OFFICE
WITH
YOUR INTEREST.

Every Friday

Flexischools is now operating at St Mary’s Catholic School. This online program allows for cashless
convenience. Download the App on to your phone or tablet. Once on the App, type in “Bowen” to
find St Mary’s Catholic School, place your order by 8.30am each Tuesday and Thursday. Please
contact the school office if you have any concerns.

Parents please note, If you are new to our school and would like
your children to catch the Bus to and from school, you are now
required to apply online for the School Transport Assistance
Scheme. See details below.

