WEEK 3| TERM 1| 2021

Library Learning and Laughter
Mrs Alana Browning has accepted the challenge to share her love of reading with all of our students, in her new
role of Librarian.
Alana has many years experience working with children and also in the Library field. Her love of reading has
prompted a reimagining of our Library lessons with classes visiting the Library on a weekly basis to engage in a
shared reading, followed by an activity related to the text. Term 1 and 3 Prep to Year 2 will be visiting the
Library, followed by Year 3 - 6 during Terms 2 and 4.
Each class will be engaging in activities related to the Australian Curriculum through their Library lessons. Year
3 are very keen to increase their literacy understanding through participation in literature theatre, whilst our upper
school classes will be connecting with the HASS Curriculum.
Prep A and Prep B were the first students to visit the Library this year for their lesson. The classes each
engaged in a shared reading of the story “How to Hide a Lion” by Helen Stephens, where Mrs Browning taught
the children the elements of a book (Title, front cover, back cover and blurb). They thoroughly enjoyed listening
to the story and had many questions to ask. The students then engaged in a craft activity and as you can see,
they made some very cool creations!
During our Parent Information Session, which was held on Wednesday 3rd February, the teachers shared the
importance of your child reading every day. At our school, we have a homework policy, where all children are
required to complete homework and return to school completed each Friday. The most important aspect of
homework is the reading component. Please come and see your classroom teacher if you would like any
suggestions on how to encourage your child to read.
Happy reading everyone!!!!

Mrs Colette Williams
Principal

.

Religious Life of our school
Congratulations to the Year 5 and 6 students who were commissioned today as Mini Vinnies! These
students have committed themselves to doing good works in the community to benefit people facing social
injustice. The Mini Vinnies model of “See, Think, Do” is a great way to get young people thinking and
talking about their spirituality and to connect their faith with issues affecting their community through
volunteering, advocacy and fundraising. This year the students will be mentored by our school chaplain,
Mrs Billie Acreman, in activities such as visiting a local day care centre to work with the children,
coordinating various appeals throughout the year and the annual Mini Vinnies’ Sleepout.
Next week is a big week for the Religious Life of the School, as we will be observing Shrove Tuesday (16
February) and Ash Wednesday (17 February). On Shrove Tuesday, we celebrate and feast before the
period of fasting required during the Lenten season. In Italy, the day is known as Martedì Grasso (Fat
Tuesday), as it was traditionally a day to use up all sweet food in the house before Lent started the
following day. To mark this day, our school leaders will be attending the launch of Project Compassion at St
Catherine’s Catholic College with Mrs Williams, and we will be celebrating at school by making pancakes.
This sweet treat will signify the last “feast” we will all share before we begin Lent.
During Lent we give something up and we do more for others. By doing this we remember that Jesus gave
up his life for us and it helps us to remember the big sacrifice Jesus made for us. We also make an effort to
be better people and to be good to those around us.
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent: the period before Easter, when we focus on turning our
hearts and minds back towards God. We will be holding an Ash Wednesday Mass in the Church at 9am on
Wednesday, during which we all receive the ashes on our foreheads. The ashes are the burnt palm leaves
which were used at Mass on Palm Sunday in 2020. The ashes remind us that we came from the Earth,
which God created, and that one day we will return to the earth and to God.
In our office foyer, there is a basket where the children can place an item that they are going to give up for
Lent. I am going to place a bottle of cola in the basket as I know I drink way too much of it! Alternatively, we
can take up volunteering at Vinnies by placing an item in the basket for Vinnies with my name on it. I
encourage all children, parents, family and friends to add an item to our basket. At the end of Lent, we will
go through the items in the basket and share our stories of sacrifice and repentance.
What will you give up or take up for Lent????
Mrs Alicia Ninnes
Assistant Principal RE

Lunchtime activities
This week we have had a blast in
lunchtime activities.
The students were busy making paper
plate crocodiles, cookie decorating,
under the sea sponge painting, cupcake
station, Aboriginal colouring and of
course playdough!
Miss Kristy
School Officer

FUN AT OSHC THIS WEEK!!
It’s fun hanging out with
my OSHC friends!

OSHC Details
OSHC is happening at St Mary’s after school
Monday to Friday. If you would like to know
more and to register your child, please phone
Miss Rob on 0428 216 062.
Miss Rob and Mrs Lawless

Class Awards
Congratulations to our Week 3
Class awardees;
Back L to R: Annastasia Sylvester
Yr 4, Ryda Acton Yr 5, Kenzie
Andersen Yr 6, Lydia Dykes Yr 3,
William Dau Yr 2.
Front L to R: Ashton Watters
Prep B, Wilhelmina Nowlon Yr 1,
Noah Carlyon Prep A.

Principal’s Awards
Congratulations to our Week 3
Principal awardees;
Back L to R: Chelsea Woodward Yr 3, Tessa Weldon Yr 5,
Cody Busch Yr 6, Andrea Firth
Yr 4.
Front L to R: Noah Carlyon
Prep A, Mahir Beygirci Yr 2,
Kendall Malone Yr 1, Ivy
Altmann Prep B.

19 Feb Kendall Malone

We will have a visitor from the Bank coming in the
next few weeks to talk to the students. New students
can apply through the Commonwealth Bank either
online or at the Bowen Branch. For more
information please contact the school office.
School banking should be handed to the classroom
teacher on Friday mornings.



Shrove Tuesday - 16th February



Ash Wednesday - 17th February



Family Fun Day - 28th August (proposed date)



Colour Fun - 1st April

Important Information for Parents and Carers
Tuckshop
Tuckshop will operate Wednesdays and Fridays.
Ordering for Tuckshop can be done online through
www.flexischools.com.au. Online registration and ordering is easy and convenient. Simply register to be emailed a link to an
online form, choose a username and password, add each student and their class and top up the account with credit. Our
Tuckshop menu can be found on our school website. If you need any assistance please contact the office on (07) 4786 1203.

Term Dates
More information on Term dates can be found on our school website.
Term 1: Wednesday 27 January—Thursday 1 April (10 week term)
Term 2: Monday 19 April— Friday 25 June (10 week term)
Term 3: Monday 12 July—Friday 17 September (10 week term)
Term 4: Tuesday 5 October—Friday 3 December (9 week term)

Year 6 Camp
This year our Year 6 class have the opportunity to attend a Leadership Camp at the Gumburu Environmental Education
Centre. The Camp will cost a total of $230, with a deposit of $50 due on the 12th February. If you could please visit the office
as soon as possible to complete this that would be greatly appreciated.

Stop Drop and Go Zone
The Stop, Drop, Go Zone is located along Poole Street (front entrance of our school) and is the Zone closest to the designated
crossing. Our Bus Zone is situated behind the new Stop, Drop and Go Zone. NO cars are permitted in the Bus Zone.
What do I need to know?
1.

The laminated sign provided MUST be displayed on the visor (front left hand side) of your car.

2. The Stop, Drop, Go Zone works the same way as a Taxi rank.
3.

You are only permitted to park for a maximum of 2 minutes.

4.

Children are only able to exit or enter the first car in the rank.

5.

If there is no room in the Stop, Drop, Go Zone, you will be required to circle the block until a space is available.

6.

At pick up time (most congested time), a staff member will be on duty to ensure all children safely enter the cars.

