WEEK 3| TERM 3| 2021

Mulkadee Youth Arts Festival
Last week we sent 20 excited Year 5 and 6 choir and violin students to Townsville for the Mulkadee Youth
Arts Festival. The Mulkadee Festival is such a rich experience for our students, as they spent the week
learning from choral and instrumental strings specialists and making friends with students from all around
the Townsville Catholic Diocese. The culminating event on Friday night was a performance of The Wizard
of Oz at the Townsville Entertainment Centre, for a sold-out audience of around 3000 people!
Our students loved their time away, including the evenings spent with other non-Townsville schools at
Saints College, at James Cook University. Here’s what some of our students had to say about the
experience:
Indi: My favourite thing was getting to learn all the songs, and getting to spend time with my friends.
Immy B: Mulkadee was fun and exciting!
Lilah: My favourite thing was getting to know new people and spending time with my friends.
Ruby: My favourite part was learning all the songs and performing on stage.
Samara: My favourite thing about Mulkadee was being able to perform in a new environment with
new people.
Myia: I really enjoyed going shopping with my friends. It was so much fun. Thank you teachers and
parents for making Mulkadee a great experience.

Mrs Alicia Ninnes
Assistant Principal RE

Religious Life of our School
This week we are celebrating Catholic Education Week. Celebrated annually in week 3 of term 3, Catholic Education
Week is an opportunity for all 309 Catholic schools in Queensland to celebrate and promote their distinctive
mission and ethos.
Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the wider community by
challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and to reach their full potential as compassionate,
contributing, life-giving members of society.
The theme for 2021 is “A Spirited Tomorrow.” This theme acknowledges the long tradition of Catholic education, in
our 200th anniversary year, and its continued relevance in preparing students for the future. The theme also
references the work of the Plenary Council in discerning the way forward for the Church in Australia.
At St Mary’s, we have celebrated in a number of ways. On Monday, Mrs Colette Williams and our four school
captains travelled to the special mass at the cathedral in Townsville. To end the week, we celebrated with a whole
school liturgy in the church, led by Year 6.

Mrs Alicia Ninnes
Assistant Principal RE

Mary Mackillop OSHC
OSCH is getting very busy and we are reaching the maximum numbers some
days so can you please text Miss Robin and let her know if your child is going
to be away. Ph 0428216062

OSHC Details
OSHC is happening at St Mary’s after
school Monday to Friday.
If you would like to know more and to
register your child
please phone Miss Rob on 0428 216 062.

Archie Yabsley - 5th August
Penina Prise - 5th August
Douglas Moxham - 2nd August

Charlotte Wood - 6th August

Lexie Burgess - 5th August

Harry Sylvester - 7th August

Class Awards
Congratulations to our Class
awardees;
Back L to R: Adison Jenkins
Yr 3, Ostin McMahon Yr 5,
Izack DeGroot Yr 6, Chase
Lowcock Yr 5, Imogen Stevens Yr 6, Evan Moxham Yr 2.
Front L to R: Jax Shimmen Yr
1, Hanalei Emerick Prep B,
Alfie Smith Prep A.

St Catherine’s Transition Day
St Cath’s welcomes St Mary’s students for Transition Day #2!
The St Catherine’s community is once again looking to welcome St Mary’s students for our second transition day on Friday 13th August. On this day, all Year 6 students will travel with Mrs Farley by bus to the
College in Proserpine during school hours to enjoy a whole new range of curriculum-related activities. For this day, all St Mary’s students will return by bus to St Mary’s in time to accommodate usual after-school routines and activities.
The focus for our second transition day is to provide further insight into authentic learning in a secondary
school and during the lunch break, introduce the students to some of the extra-curricular activities that
are on offer at the College.
Transition Day coincides with a guest performer to St Catherine’s- Sean Choolburra. Sean is Gu-GuYalanji, Kalkadoon, Kandju and Bwgcolman from the Townsville region and is one of Australia’s most
loved and acclaimed Indigenous performers.
Sean will be giving a cultural performance to students, including Year 6 transitions students in Period 3
on Friday. Indigenous cultures and knowledges are valued by St Catherine’s and we find opportunities
throughout the year to learn more about Australia’s First Nations cultures.
We aim to give our own Indigenous students access to opportunities and do this through the Emerging
Leaders Incentive Scheme. The scheme provides a holistic and equitable approach to student development. It could be seen as a journey, where Indigenous students participate in leadership, cultural and
well-being experiences. If you would like to know more about Emerging Leaders, get in touch with our
Indigenous Support Teacher, Mrs Tundi Gosselink at tgosselink1@prspne.catholic.edu.au.
With the year flying by, I encourage parents who are looking to enrol their child at St Catherine’s Catholic
College to contact the school office to arrange an enrolment interview with a member of our Leadership
Team. This will ensure that you are well-placed to receive transition updates and an invitation to our Orientation Day for enrolled students in Term 4.
As always, we warmly welcome questions you have regarding your child’s transition to secondary
school.

Warm regards,
Erin Laguna
Assistant Principal - Learning and Teaching (Years 5 - 9)

New PM Readers!
All thanks to our amazing P&F Association
purchasing brand new PM Benchmarking
resources and Home Readers for our
students. Updated books will make reading
so much more engaging! We can't thank you
enough P&F!
Keep your eyes peeled...we may need some
parent help contacting all of these new
books!

Congratulations Kenzie!
What better time to present Kenzie with a $500 cheque
from the P&F Association than during Catholic Education
Week? This is who we are! This money will allow Kenzie
to travel to Brisbane and compete in the State
Championships for Softball. Thank you to our P&F for
making this generous donation.
We are all behind you Kenz!

