WEEK 4| TERM 1| 2021

From Little Things, Big Things Grow
As I walk around the school grounds each lunch time, I am amazed to see those children who have been with
us from Prep and the many new faces that have joined our school since my arrival in 2018.
Our school has experienced considerable growth and as a result, we are always looking for ways to ensure we
are meeting the needs of all students and our entire school community. Many families are now taking
advantage of our newly introduced services such as; OSHC (Outside School Hours Care) and our new Stop,
Drop and Go Zone.
We have many processes in place to support our students transition to and from school each day.
You will notice the following:


Mrs Lowcock collects our Prep students at the end of the school day and delivers them to the bus zone



Mrs Land, Mrs Antonio and Mrs Ninnes are rostered on duty at the bus zone

 Mrs Williams is now wearing a high visibility pink vest to support our students with the Stop, Drop and
Go Zone
 Miss Robin collects our Prep OSHC students to take them to after school care each day and provides
an emailed list to our school (daily) of those children enrolled at OSHC
How can I help as a Parent?
As parents, you can greatly help us by having a conversation each morning with your child regarding how they
will be collected from school or if they are to attend OSHC. If your plans change during the day, please
contact our school office and we will ensure this information is provided to the classroom teacher.
Thank you to all families who have supported our new
services. If you have any other ideas of how we can
improve our school, please drop in and have a chat!

Mrs Colette Williams
Principal

Religious Life of our School
This week we began an altar serving training program. All students who have completed the Confirmation
Program and have taken their sacraments of Confirmation and First Communion are eligible to train as
altar servers. Students who take part in the training are then able to altar serve at both school and parish
masses.

The altar serving training program will take place on Friday afternoons, from 2.20pm until 2.50pm and
during Funtastic Friday time. Students will visit the St Mary’s Church and will learn about important terms,
symbols, the vestments to be worn during altar serving, and the parts of the church building. The students
will also practise their Church Manners and the procedure for serving during different parts of the Mass.
With parent permission, students will then be able to be placed on a roster for altar serving at weekday and
weekend masses.
If you would like your child to take part in the altar serving program later in the year, the parish and the
school will also be running a ten-week Confirmation Program with our Confirmation Mass being held on
Sunday, 8th August 2021. A parent letter will be sent home in the coming weeks.
Mrs Alicia Ninnes
Assistant Principal RE

Lunchtime activities
This week in lunch time activities we have been very busy! We
created some deadly Indigenous artwork, made paddle pop stick
butterflies, painted kangaroos and then decided to make some
amazing kangaroo masks.
Miss Kristy
School Officer

Fun at OSHC this week
This week at OSHC we had a
fun STEM building activity.
We built with marshmallows
and matchsticks. The children
had lots of good ideas and then
could eat their creations!
Miss Rob and Mrs Lawless

OSHC Details
OSHC is happening at St
Mary’s after school
Monday to Friday. If
you would like to know
more and to register
your child, please phone
Miss Rob on

0428 216 062.

Class Awards
Congratulations to our Week 4 Class
awardees;
Back L to R: Sophia Honnery Yr 5,
Domingo Del Solar Yr 4, Persia Kirk
Yr 6.
Middle L to R: Mason White Yr 1,
Lexie Burgess Prep B, Harry Menzies
Yr 3.
Front L to R: Elishia Petersen Yr 2,
Alaura Payne Prep A

Principal’s Awards
Congratulations to our Week 4
Principal awardees;
Back L to R: Zane Silver Yr 3,
Emily Tibbet Yr 5, Ostin
McMahon Yr 5, Persia Kirk Yr
6.
Middle L to R: Bailee-Maree
Tapp Yr 2, Clayton Crisp Yr 1,
Aislinn Ninnes Yr 4
Front L to R: Alaura Payne
Prep A, Wynter McMahon
Prep B

24 Feb Darcy Matheson
28 Feb Annalicia Schultz



Family Fun Day - 28th August



Colour Fun - 1st April

In 2022 St Mary’s Catholic School will celebrate 150 years of providing a Catholic Education to the children
of Bowen. To mark this occasion, a Family Day/Reunion to be held in May 2022 is being planned. To make
this day a success, that is open to all current and past families and parishioners, the school board is working
towards establishing a committee of interested participants. If you would like to be involved please contact
the school on cwilliams14@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au or email judithrfeeney@gmail.com

Meet Deadly the Duck
Kenzie totally adores her very good looking duck named
“Deadly”. He came to visit the Year 6 class on Friday afternoon.
What a very friendly chap he is.
I’m not sure who enjoyed themselves more - the children or Deadly.
Thanks Kenzie for sharing a part of your life with us.
This was very special!
Mrs Belinda Farley
Teacher

Yumi Deadly Maths Mats!
This week we had a fantastic opportunity as an entire staff to engage in a Yumi Deadly Maths Mats PD
by our guru of all things Mathematics; Kate Sargent. Yumi Deadly Maths follows the RAMR model
which through various trials has proved that it is an effective way to teach Mathematics for educators.
The evidence based program engages learners though the use of exploring with their body-hand-mind.

Mr Fox and the Year 3 class were the first class to use the mat immediately after our PD. They used to
play a learning game called “What’s my number?” The students were required to roll two dice, add it
together and then physically find the number on the mat.

Krystal Land
Learning and Teaching Adviser
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Early Years Project
Last week at Saint Mary’s we had the pleasure of receiving our Early Years Data (pre test results.) Kate
Sargent (Early Years Project Co-ordinator) and Henryette Jansen Van (Speech Therapist) visited our
school to share the data with our P-2 teachers.
The Early Years Project is a collaborative process involving teachers, parents and students. The project
improves teacher capability, student learning and parent engagement. Students complete the 40-45
questions independently across the areas of numeracy, oral language and literacy. This test then
allows teachers to be responsive in their planning and provide students with early intervention and
extension activities to further develop their learning.
We are incredibly proud of all of our leaners who tried their best and achieved outstanding results.
Matty Pugh in Year 1 for Numeracy is sitting in the top 30 of 1000 Prep students in our diocese. What a
clever cookie he is!

Each students data will be shared with parents/carers during their week 9 interviews with their child’s
classroom teacher. Bring on the next 20 weeks of learning, we look forward to receiving our Post-test
data in Term 3.

Krystal Land
Learning and Teaching Adviser

