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Family Fun Day Festivities
Twelve months ago we began planning our annual Family Fun Day, with a focus on parental engagement and increasing community
connections. On all accounts, our goals were achieved!
Aleisha Johnson accepted the challenge of coordinator for our 2021 Family Fun Day. Through the planning phase, Aleisha ensured that everyone
had a voice, especially the children. The students were involved in selecting the rides, deciding on the stalls and determining the contents of the
show bags.
This year, we were overwhelmed with the donations and sponsorships provided by members of our local community. We would like to sincerely
thank the following organisations and businesses:


Pilcher Industries



Lowcock Builders



DeLacey Electrical Service



Bowen Veterinary Clinic



Programmed Maintenance



Mary MacKillop Childcare NQ



Abbot Point Operations



Bi-Rite Home Appliances

We also thank the following community groups for performing at our Family Fun Day.


PCYC Gymnastics



Bel’s Dance School



Tae Kwon Do



Dare to Gym



Dee Jays School of Dance



St Mary’s Catholic School Choir



Sharon Woodward

A massive thank you is extended to our P&F, staff and army of volunteers who assisted in the lead up and execution of the event. These events
simply do not just happen. They take hours of collaboration, creating to do lists and ticking items off as we go.
Thank you to all families, friends and wider members of our community who were able to attend this event. All proceeds from our Family Fun Day
will contribute towards the purchase of PM Reading books, which will benefit all children from Prep to Year 6.
Thank you everyone for a truly wonderful day at our 2021 Family Fun Day. And… yes, we already have plans for a bigger and better Family Fun
Day in 2022!

Mrs Colette Williams
Principal
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Mother’s Day Gifts
Thank you to Gemma Kirk and Caresse Maltby for coordinating our Mother’s Day gifts for the children this year.
Earlier this year, our P&F began discussing our vision for Mother’s Day. In the past, we have provided a Mother’s
Day stall at school. Gemma and Caresse suggested that we provide the children with the opportunity to order a
bunch of flowers and to purchase a cupcake or sweet treat for their mummies.
Felicia and RJ generously donated the most delicious cupcakes and cookies to our school, as gifts for Mother’s
Day. I am sure that they were enjoyed by many Mums on Sunday. Thank you Felicia and RJ for sharing your
baking talents with our school community and for your incredibly generous donation.
This event was not about raising funds. Rather, our focus is always on parent engagement. Thank you to the
team of parent helpers who filled our staffroom on Friday last week to lovingly wrap the flowers and to prepare the
sweet treats. We are truly grateful!
Mrs Colette Williams
Principal

Mother’s Day Raffle Winners
We would like to thank everyone for the wonderful support you showed for our Mother’s Day Raffle.
A big Congratulations to the following raffle winners who were announced on the day!
1.

Landon Craig

9.

Margaret Fox

2.

Dannielle Rogers

10.

Rebecca Scott

3.

Wayne Lowth

11.

Melissa Stephenson

4.

Diane Hearn

12.

Jade Batalibasi

5.

Melissa Stephenson

13.

Robyn Seaman

6.

T. Cerusco

14.

Taylor Smith

7.

Mrs Antonio

15.

Caresse Maltby

8.

George Fanning

Religious Life of our School
This week I visited the Year 4 classroom, where the students are learning about one of the trickiest
Christian concepts to understand: the Trinity.
The students were able to explain that the Trinity is the three aspects of God (the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit) all joined together as one. They also told me that they are learning about the story of
Jesus’ baptism, as told in three of the Gospels. Matthew, Mark and Luke are known as the Synoptic
Gospels, which means they are told through the same lens. The students identified the symbol of the
dove, which represents the Holy Spirit, as something that appears in all three Gospels.
Year 3 have also been hard at work learning about life during Jesus' time on Earth. They have been
exploring the types of food eaten and have been taste-testing some combinations. Foods they have
tried this week include bread, apples, figs, grapes, fruit juice, dates, fruit syrup, olives, olive oil, fish,
cheese, lentils, barley, beans and rice.
Thank you Year 3 and 4 for telling me all about your learning this week!

Mary Mackillop OSHC
We had an excellent day for the Family Fun Day, with lots of
happy kids enjoying the OSHC/ Lego master room.
Even better, we got to enjoy an ice cream at the same time!

OSHC Details
OSHC is happening at St Mary’s after school Monday to Friday.
If you would like to know more and to register your child
please phone Miss Rob on 0428 216 062.

Kapok Crafters
This week the Kapok Crafters enjoyed the sunshine and played some t-ball. They were also
very excited to create their very own calming sparkle bottles and scratch art.

Whitsunday Softball Trials
Well done Kenzie who was selected onto the
Whitsunday Softball team having played so
well at the trials last Friday. She will compete
in the NQ Softball trials in Charters Towers
next month.

Good luck Kenzie!

Catherine Antonio
PE & The Arts Teacher

What’s happening in Year 5?
Students in Year 5 are learning all about the language features and structure of persuasive texts this
term and loving it! They especially enjoyed receiving a letter from Mrs Williams, asking them for their
opinion on our school homework policy. They all certainly found their voices... I had no idea they had
such strong feelings and so many innovative ideas regarding homework! Well done Year 5 for your
responses and I am sure Mrs Williams will take on board some of your wonderful suggestions.
Mrs Windridge and Mrs Ninnes
Year 5 Teachers

Homework - disagree
Dear Mrs Williams I disagree with your point of view with homework.
Do you really want your students to be bored at home when they just came home from 6 hours
of learning time at school? Well let's try to make homework a bit better for students at St Mary’s.
Firstly, homework is uninteresting, In my opinion. So you could make homework fun like putting in an
art project or sport. In my opinion I don’t like having to do english and maths homework each day
when I come home from school for 20 minutes. Plus some kids get frustrated and tired while they are
doing homework, so let's groove it up a little and make it a different subject each day or week.
Secondly, students could be doing a lot of amazing things in the afternoons like spending time with
their family, cooking, playing on the trampoline and swimming (if you have a swimming pool). Some
children have sports on some days like gymnastics, netball, swimming and soccer.
Thirdly, kids need homework on what their grades are in school or how they're doing in classroom
activities. For example if you have a high ability in your school work you should have harder work for
your homework.
In conclusion, let's make homework fun like putting in a different subject each day. Also kids
sometimes won’t have the time to do homework on some days. I think children should have homework
based on their work at school (what they need to improve) too.
So what I am trying to say is let's make homework better for kids so they aren’t bored, tired and
frustrated.
Elle Young
Year 5 Student

Class Awards
Congratulations to our Class awardees;
L to R: Samara Selvakumar Yr 6, Darcy
Matheson Yr 3, George Fanning Yr 2, Neera
McLennan Prep B, Elijah McIntosh Prep.

Principal’s Awards
Congratulations to our Principal awardees;
Back L to R: Leland Acton Yr 4, William
Oupatham Yr 6, James Finn Yr 5.
Middle L to R: Seraphina Dale Yr 1, Scarlett
De-Lacey Green Yr 3, Aaliyah Klaus Yr 2.
Front L to R: Oliver Pilcher Prep A.

Asha Lane - 19th May
Zanda Fanning 22nd May
Mason White - 18th May
Neera McLennan - 19th May

Mahir Beygirci - 21st May
Sophia Nocholls - 21st May

Year 6 Girls Group
We have been focusing on friendships, building resilience and the importance of our own well-being.

Burdekin Junior Eisteddfod
Congratulations to Year 6 students Isla Cristaudo and Lilah Maltby, who both competed in dance at the
Burdekin Junior Eisteddfod this week! Isla performed a Jazz routine and Lilah performed a Contemporary
routine. Well done to both girls!

Year 6 into 7 Transition at St Catherine's Catholic College
Hello St Mary's community. My name is Erin Laguna and I am Assistant Principal at St
Catherine's Catholic College in Proserpine. This week we are excited to launch our Year 6 into 7
Transition program at the College. This program will kick off on Wednesday 16th June with a
transition day and discovery night! This event will provide Year 6 students with their first taste of
a full day in high school. We look forward to warmly welcoming St Mary’s Primary school on this
day as well as students from other primary schools in the Whitsunday area. The day will be a
combination of authentic classroom lessons as well activities aimed at ensuring the students get
to immerse themselves in the academic, cultural, sporting and pastoral life of the College.
Students will be bussed down from St Mary's in the morning to join in the fun which will include
more formal lessons during the day followed by an opportunity for students to socialise in the
afternoon. Parents are encouraged to make the journey to St Catherine's that evening to have a
bite to eat, tour of the school facilities and join in the information session.
St Catherine's is lucky to have a large number of students travelling each day from Bowen and we
would love the opportunity to answer all of your questions regarding starting high school at our
Secondary Campus. I encourage parents to view the flyer attached, mark the dates on the
calendar and make contact with me at elaguna@prspne.catholic.edu.au if they have any
questions regarding transition.

Erin Laguna
Assistant Principal - Learning and Teaching

Join in the celebrations of 200 Years of Catholic Education
Catholic Education is celebrating 200 years in Australia.
Over 200 years, Catholic schools have grown to become the largest provider of schooling in Australia
(outside government) with one in five school age students attending a Catholic school. This represents
777,000 students in 1,755 schools across the country and employing over 100,000 teachers and staff. Nearly
40 per cent of Catholic schools are located outside of metropolitan cities in regional, rural and remote
communities.
The national theme, “Faith in the future” has been developed for the 200 years celebrations. The theme
reflects the core purpose of Catholic education to form students in their faith, and to provide an education
that enables our graduates to make a meaningful contribution to the world. The theme reflects our
commitment to build on the great work of those who have come before us, and to provide a Catholic education for future generations of students in a world that is rapidly changing and poses new challenges for Catholic school communities.
Mass is being celebrated in states and dioceses across Australia on the Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians on 24
May 2021. In the Townsville Diocese, the Mass will be celebrated at two locations: the Sacred Heart
Cathedral in Townsville on 24 May 2021 at 10am and St Mary’s Church in Bowen on 26 May 2021 at
12:15pm.
Liturgies are being celebrated in schools across the Townsville Diocese from the 25 th to 28th May 2021.
Follow school and parish newsletters for invitations to celebrate this significant event.
If you are unable to attend a Cathedral or school Mass or liturgy to celebrate the Bicentenary of Catholic
Education in Australia, join us online for the live stream Monday 24 May 2021 from 10am AEST on the
Solemnity of Our Lady Help of Christians – Patroness of Australia at the Townsville Catholic Education Office
website or facebook for the live stream at https://www.tsv.catholic.edu.au
Additional events and activities will be added to the school calendar throughout the year.
The 200 years website provides information and resources to support the celebrations throughout 2021
including:
Townsville Catholic Education live stream on Monday 24th May 2021 at https://www.tsv.catholic.edu.au or
facebook link at https://www.facebook.com/TownsvilleCathEd
Many thanks,
Col

