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Mrs Colette Williams  

Principal  

Book Fair Bonanza 
Each year, our school Library is transformed into a bookworm wonderland.  The love of reading is something that 
we hope to foster in all learners at our school and the Book Fair is one platform that we use to inspire the sheer            
enjoyment of reading.  
 
Mrs Alana Browning lives and breathes her role as Librarian in our school and has implemented  many new                    
initiatives this year.  Each week on Parade, one student is selected as the “Star Reader”.  This child is publicly                   
recognised and rewarded for completing their weekly reading and returning books by the due date.  Each week, the 
number of entries in our “Star Reader” jar grows.  We thank all children who read daily.   
 
We also have initiated Library Monitors in our school. Mrs Alana Browning spends time each week upskilling the 
students to return books to the shelves using our dewey system.  Our Library Monitors keep our resources in tip top 
shape. 
 
Each week, all classes visit the Library to borrow their home readers.  These readers are based on their current                     
instructional reading level.  The children are also encouraged to borrow books of their own choice.  These books 
provide the perfect platform for families to engage in shared reading with their children. 
 
As a school, we actively encourage all families to read with their children each day.  Daily reading improves the 
function of the brain, increases vocabulary, improves theory of mind and increases knowledge.  Reading also             
sharpens one’s memory, strengthens writing skills and fosters concentration.   
 
If you would like any assistance with supporting your child to develop a love of reading, please pop in to speak with 
your classroom teacher, or drop into the office to speak with Mrs Alana Browning.   
 
As we know...  

 
“The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn, the more places you'll go.” 

Dr Seuss. 



Religious Life of our School  

Mrs Alicia Ninnes 

Assistant Principal RE 

This Sunday, we will be holding our final Family Mass for 2021. Thank you to those families who                
returned their forms to say they would be attending. The students will be taking on various roles within 
the Mass and it will be lovely to see a large number of our school families in attendance. If students 
have not returned their form to nominate for a role, they are still welcome to come and take part by 
singing, or just being part of the celebration. The Parish will pray the Rosary from 7.40am, as a fitting 
end to the month of the Rosary. Students are encouraged to gather outside the church at 7.50am to 
take part in praying the final decade of the Rosary before processing into the church together. There 
will also be a short morning tea after the Mass for families to get together and have a chat. 
  
Today our school has observed All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day with a whole-school meditation in 
the St Mary’s church. All Saints’ Day (November 1) and All Souls’ Day (November 2) are two important 
feast days celebrated by the whole Catholic Church. What may surprise many people is that Hallow-
een is actually the one vigil for both All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day. 
  
Many families have their doubts about celebrating Halloween. For some, the practice of trick-or-
treating is seen as an invasion by American culture. For others, the association with pagan ritual is 
viewed as inappropriate and even dangerous for children. In fact, Halloween has deep Christian roots, 
dating back to the eighth century, when Pope Gregory III established All Hallows’ (known to us as All 
Saints’ Day) on November 1. This was to be a day to honour all the saints who died with or without 
Church recognition. All Souls’ Day follows on November 2 and is a time in which we pray for all the 
dead, including our own special friends and family.   
 
Light, long a symbol of life in Jesus, was used on ‘Halloween’ (meaning ‘All Hallows’ Eve’) to welcome 
good spirits and ward off evil ones. Candles were lit and placed inside hollowed-out squash, turnips, or 
later, after the discovery of America, pumpkins. Children, wearing masks, would go ‘souling’ from door 
to door, begging for soul cakes for those in purgatory. 
 
Understanding the historical background of Halloween customs shows that most are not antithetical to 
Christian faith. Used appropriately, they can provide opportunities for religious learning in a school 
context. Celebrations of Halloween, however, should certainly not overshadow those of All Saints’ and 
All Souls’ which provide the context for Halloween. 



Mary Mackillop OSHC 
OSHC is at St Mary’s 

Monday to Friday.   

If you would like to know 

more or to register, 

please phone Miss Rob                             

on 0428 216 062. 



Principal Awards 

Congratulations to all of this week’s Principal awardees! 

Class Awards 

Congratulations to this week’s awardees:     

Back row: Mica McVeigh Yr 4, Quade Cristaudo Yr 3, Porscha Fenn Yr 2, Ryan Guy Yr 4, Korey Waite Yr 6, Seraphina 

Dale Yr 1, Gabby Williams-Hockings Yr 5, Ryda Acton Yr 5. 

Front row: Lacey Gattera Prep A, Wynter McMahon Prep B. 



The Kapok Crafters 

The Kapok club have been getting creative this week.  They explored different techniques for painting, 

including puff paints and salt paints.  Check out these masterpieces! 

Day for Daniel 
Today is Day for Daniel and students were in red to                  

recognise this important day.  They completed activities and 
lessons with their teachers, on the theme of personal safety 

and learning strategies to keep safe in a range of                   
environments.   

Remember the 3 Rs to personal safety:   

Recognise...React...Report. 



Bowen Family Fun Day is being held on                      
Saturday, 6 November from 9am - 1pm, at 

Hansen Park.  St Mary’s Catholic School will be 
running a donut stall for this event.   

 

To make this fundraiser a success, we are                
seeking volunteers to come along and give an 

hour of their time.  If you are able to volunteer, 
please contact the office. 

 

Events such as this would not be possible               
without the support of our wonderful  St 

Mary’s Community.   
We thank you for your ongoing support. 

Bowen Family Fun Day! 



Student Online Safety 

On the 23rd of
 
November, we will be hosting a Great Book 

Swap at our school. 

The Great Book Swap is a fantastic way to celebrate reading 
within our community, while raising funds for the Indigenous 
Literacy Foundation.  It is also an opportunity for students to 
further extend their knowledge of Indigenous culture and             
languages.  

Everyone can browse for a book they would like to exchange 
for a gold coin donation. 

Our name for the Great Book Swap is ‘Wamparla House’. 
Wamparla means possum in Arabana, a language                           
traditionally associated with the western side of Kati Thanda 
(Lake Eyre) region. 

All funds raised from our Great Book Swap will go towards 
buying books to give to remote communities across the                        
country. 

If you have some books at home that you no longer need, we 
would love to use them as part of this wonderful 
event!  Please drop off book donations to Miss Kristy before 
the event or at the school office.  Parents and carers are 
more than welcome to come along. 

Miss Kristy 

IEW 




