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On Tuesday 16 February, our School Captains were invited to attend a special Project Compassion Launch 
at St Catherine’s Catholic College, Proserpine. 
 
The Theme for Project Compassion 2021 is “Be More”.  We are inspired by the quote from Oscar Romero, 
“Aspire not to have more, but be more”.  Instead of aspiring to have more, we can focus on how we can BE 
MORE.   
 
Bishop Tim Harris led us in prayer for the Project Compassion Launch Liturgy.  Samara (School Captain) 
was involved in the Liturgy and confidently read a prayer of the faithful.  Three Year 6 students from St 
Catherine’s reflected upon the Gospel via a dramatisation.  The children spoke about what it means to “Be 
More”. 
 
This year as we enter into our Lenten Season, we are encouraging students to “Be More”.  Bishop Tim        
described the way to “Be More” is by letting a part of us die, so to speak.  We might be selfish, bossy, at 
times mean to our brothers and sisters.  Bishop Tim is asking that we let these things go and to be kind, 
thoughtful and considerate of “the other”.  Bishop Tim is encouraging us to be more kind, more green, more 
involved, more aware and more giving.   
 
Over the coming weeks, the students will be learning about how other people live around the world.  For      
example, in our first lesson, the students will be learning about Jamila from Bangladesh who is a single    
mother living the world’s largest refugee camp.  The following week, they will learn about Margret from the 
Solomon Islands, whose community was heavily impacted by Tropical Cyclone Harold. 
 
You may consider learning more about Project Compassion by visiting their website  https://
lent.caritas.org.au/  

 
This Lent, let us consider how we can  
“Be More” for our neighbours around the world. 
 
 

Mrs Colette Williams  

Principal  

Project Compassion Launch “Be More” 

https://lent.caritas.org.au/
https://lent.caritas.org.au/


Religious Life of our School   
 
 

On Sunday, 7 March we will be hosting our first “Family Mass” for the year. This is a wonderful opportunity 
for all families to attend our Sunday Mass and become part of our St Mary’s Parish community. 

During the “Family Mass”, our students adopt various roles including reciting the First and Second     
Readings, singing the Psalm, singing in the choir, reading the Prayers of Intercession, processing with the 
gifts and altar serving. 

Thank you to all of the many families who have supported their children taking part. I look forward to     
seeing you all at Mass on Sunday, 7 March. 

This year we will be offering all those children who have completed their Confirmation Program the        
opportunity to gain skills in order of becoming an altar server. Children who have returned their permission 
slips have started their training and have been placed on a roster for serving at Mass on either Thursday    
morning, Saturday evening, or Sunday morning. The roster will be sent home with the children today. 

We also will be running a ten week Confirmation Program with our Confirmation Mass being held on    
Sunday 8 August. A parent letter has been sent home, and I am also happy to answer questions about it. 

Mrs Alicia Ninnes 

Assistant Principal RE 

 



Lunchtime activities with Miss Kristy 

 

Over the past few weeks we have continued to visit our parish garden, the children have planted carrots and have 
watched them sprout, they are already asking if they can take home the carrots. This week Joel, who is super    
excited about learning how to garden, bought in a basil plant for us to grow. We can’t wait to make some fresh 
pesto to share when we can pick the leaves.  
Jenni, our amazing gardener from our parish, continues to share a wealth of knowledge with the students. 
Wednesday we watched the bee’s in action pollinating the Okra plant. Some of the students were eager to take 
home the vegetable of the bush for their families. Father Thomas has been enjoying  cooking with the okra     
making delicious curries. Please share with us if you cooked any dishes with your Okra, the advice is to add it to 
dishes like pasta, or cook it in spices. 
 

Chaplain’s News 

Miss Billie 

School Chaplain 



 

 

 

 

What’s happening at OSHC... 

OSHC Details 

OSHC is happening at 

St Mary’s after school 

Monday to Friday.  If 

you would like to know 

more and to register 

your child, please 

phone Miss Rob on  

0428 216 062. 

Miss Rob and Mrs Lawless 

School Officers 

 Wet weather fun at OSHC this week. With games, movies and popcorn in the library.  



       

 

 

Class Awards 

 

Congratulations to our Week 4 

Class awardees;  

Back L to R: Ashton McMahon Yr 

3, Baxter Acreman Yr 5, Cody 

Busch Yr 6, Lincoln Acreman Yr 4. 

Front L to R: Abigail Wood Prep B, 

Lachlan Foster Prep A,  Saoirse     

Gentle Yr 1. 

Principal’s Awards 
Congratulations to our Week 4     

Principal awardees;  

Back L to R:  Baxter Acreman Yr 5, 

Austin Stevens Yr 4, Emily Tebbit 

Yr 5, Adison Jenkins Yr 3.  

Front L to R: Matthew Pugh Yr 1, 

Lacey Gattera Prep A, Jayden Kirk 

Yr 2, Archie Yabsley Prep B.  



 

 

4 March Chelsea Woodward 

In 2022 St Mary’s Catholic School will celebrate 150 years of providing a Catholic Education to the children 

of Bowen. To mark this occasion, a Family Day/Reunion to be held in May 2022 is being planned.  To make 

this day a success, that is open to all current and past families and parishioners, the school board is working 

towards establishing a committee of interested participants. If you would like to be involved please contact 

the school on cwilliams14@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au or email judithrfeeney@gmail.com 

1 March Kye land  

Does your child want to improve their fitness? Do they have extra energy to 

burn off before going to class? Do they want to compete in the Bowen 

Schools Cross Country race? If you've answered yes to any of these questions 

then send them along to Running Club!  

Any students aged 10 to 12 this year who wish to represent St Mary's at the 

Bowen Cross Country trials on March 29 should start their training now and 

Running Club is strongly recommended. We look forward to seeing a mass of 

keen runners on the oval every Tuesday 

Running Club 

150 Year Anniversary for St Mary’s Catholic School Bowen 

 

Emergency School Dental Service 

The Bowen School Dentist Service offers free 

emergency appointments to all students.  This 

wonderful service runs throughout the year 

(including school holidays).   

To arrange an appointment please phone 

47869901 and speak to their friendly staff. 

mailto:cwilliams14@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au
mailto:judithrfeeney@gmail.com


 

 

 

St Mary’s Parish will be offering a ten week    
Sacramental Program from Thursday 28th 

May until children undertake Confirmation 
and First Communion with Bishop Tim Harris 

on Sunday 8th August 2021  
(holidays excluded) 

 
Information regarding the Sacramental   

Program is available at your school office or 
through St Mary’s Parish (47864416),  

Bev Lowcock (0438862724) or  
Mikki Menzies  (0467239680). 

 

Confirmation  
& First Communion 

 

 P & F Meeting 5:15pm - 4th March 

 Family Mass - 7th March 

 Irish Fun Day - 20th March 

 Colour Fun Run - 1st April      

 Family Fun Day  - 8th May  

 Confirmation Mass - 8th August 

          

 

 

We all had a fantastic afternoon at the St Mary's Hockey Coaching Clinic on 10th February. Many of the 

students have decided to continue with the Bowen Hockey Club. 

St Mary’s Hockey Coaching Clinic 



 

 

Well done to Ines, Elle, Sophia, Ruby B, Samara, Isla & Lilah M. for representing St Mary’s at the  
Bowen Sub-district netball trials on Monday. All the girls played very well and Elle, Ines and Samara 
even made Possibles vs Probables!  

Bowen Sub-district netball trials 

Bowen Sub-district Rugby League Trials 

Yesterday the Bowen Sub-district Rugby League trials were held. Cody, Isacc R and Ozzy proudly 

represented St Mary’s. Congratulations to Isaac R and Ozzy who were successful in progressing to 

the next stage. Well done boys! 



Thursday 1st April

Year 2 - 4
 11:20am - 12:20pm

Year 5 - 6
 12:20pm - 1:20pm

Prep – Year 1
 1:50pm - 2:50pm




