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Mrs Colette Williams  

Principal  

Out and About at SMB  
Schools are such busy places! A bee hive would not even come close to the business of what happens at our school on a weekly          
basis. 
 
Mrs Alana Browning is our new Librarian. Over the course of the year, Alana has listened deeply to all staff, students and families 
about their hopes and aspirations for our Library space.  As a result, you will see many changes in our Library.  The children wanted to 
have lots of little pods and spaces to read and play games. The teachers were focused on providing a comfortable space to read their 
class a shared book.  Our Indigenous Education Officers wanted to claim a cool space in the Library, while I was hopeful to provide 
our students with explicit Library lessons linked to Curriculum.  Guess what?  Alana has somehow managed to achieve all of these in 
our new re-imagined Library space. 
 
Alana loves reading!  To be a Librarian, this is fundamental.  During Alana’s sessions with staff and parents, she reminds us all of the 
importance of reading. Reading and sharing stories can: 
 

 help your child get to know sounds, words and language, and develop early literacy skills 
 

 learn to value books and stories 
 

 spark your child’s imagination and stimulate curiosity 
 

 help develop your child’s brain, ability to focus, concentration, social skills and communication skills 
 

 help your child learn the difference between ‘real’ and ‘make-believe’ 
 

 help your child understand new or frightening events, and the strong emotions that come with them 
 

 help your child learn about the world, their own culture and other cultures. 

Sharing stories with your child doesn’t mean you have to read from the book.  Just by looking at books with your child and talking 
about them, you can be a great storyteller and a good model for using language and books. Your child will learn by watching you hold 
a book the right way and seeing how you move through the book by gently turning the pages.  Reading stories with children has     
benefits for grown-ups too. The special time you spend reading together promotes bonding and helps to build your relationship with 
your child. 
 
We are loving our ‘new look’ library and the ‘feel good vibe’ that Alana and our team have created.  We are also LOVING our library 
lessons!!! 



Mrs Alicia Ninnes 

Assistant Principal RE 

 

Religious Life of our School  

This week is Laudato Si’ Week 2021, May 16-25. Laudato Si’ means “care for our common 
home” and it helps to remind us that, for our students, St Mary’s is a common home to be cared 
for, including the environment of our school grounds and each other as creations of God.              
Laudato Si’ Week 2021 is also a time to reflect on what the COVID-19 pandemic has taught us 
and prepare for the future with hope. 
  
We have also celebrated the feast of Mary, Help of Christians (24 May) with a whole school 
meditation. Our school captains led us during the meditation, which was beautifully prepared by 
our Lead Teacher of Christian Meditation, Suzette Windridge. This is a special celebration in our 
school year, as St Mary is our patron saint. Mary is also the patron saint for the Townsville                  
diocese and the whole of Australia. 



Mrs Billie Acreman 

School Chaplain 

 

Our garden keeps growing and the students are loving picking the lettuce and eating it. 
This week we planted more herbs and some cherry tomatoes, we can't wait till they are producing 
fruit to eat. 

Chaplain Activities 

Recently year two had fun making tool box, chatter boxes, this will give the students an                                 
understanding of our zones of regulations, and the tools we need when we are not feeling our best. 



Class Awards 

Congratulations to our Class awardees;  

  Back L to R: Imogen Stevens Yr 6, Douglas 

Moxham Yr 5, Javier Mezieres Yr 4,          

Laharnah Nelson Yr 4 

Middle L to R: Knite Land yr 1, Matilda 

Smith Year 3, Matthew Pugh Year 1 

Front L to R: Zanda Fanning Prep B,               

Penelope Jones Prep A, Tylan Richard-

Preston Yr 2 

Congratulations to our Principal awardees;  

 Back L to R: Domingo del Solar Year 4, 

Ruby Busch Year 6, Ostin McMahon Year 5 

Front L to R: Xander Gomersall Year 1, 

Harry Sylvester Year 2, Alfie Smith Prep A 

Principal’s Awards 



 

 

                     

Charlotte Davies-Williams - 27th May 

Knite Land - 28th May 

Ashton McMahon - 26th May 

Hudson Mee - 30th May 

 

Bowen Athletics Carnival 

Aislinn Ninnes - 28th May 

Townsville Netball Carnival 

Elle Young and Imogen Browning played for 

the Bowen Stars at the Townsville Netball  

Carnival on the weekend.  

The team finished undefeated, way to go!  

They are our Under 11 Netball Champions!!!  

Congratulations to our St Mary’s 

students who competed in the 

Bowen Athletics Carnival on the 

weekend. 

Go Team! 



Mrs Alana Browning 

Librarian 

 

Pizza Day 

National Simultaneous Story Time 
We were very excited to be some of the MILLION people joining in National Simultaneous Story Time 2021 on           

Wednesday. The children absolutely loved listening to the story ‘Give Me Some Space’ by Philip Bunting, The fact that it 

was read by astronaut Dr Shannon Walker from the International Space Station made it even more astronomical! 

Our Mini Vinnie’s crew have   

organised a Pizza Day                     

Fundraiser. This event will             

contribute to the purchase of                

nomatic backpacks for the 

homeless. 

Notes have gone home this 

week to complete your orders. 

These will need to be returned to 

the office by 28th May. 

Don’t miss out! 



Many thanks, 

Col 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
    
 
         Join in the celebrations of 200 Years of Catholic Education 
 
Catholic Education is celebrating 200 years in Australia. 
 
Over 200 years, Catholic schools have grown to become the largest provider of schooling in Australia 
(outside government) with one in five school age students attending a Catholic school. This represents 
777,000 students in 1,755 schools across the country and employing over 100,000 teachers and staff. Nearly 
40 per cent of Catholic schools are located outside of metropolitan cities in regional, rural and remote                  
communities. 
 

The national theme, “Faith in the future” has been developed for the 200 years celebrations. The theme             

reflects the core purpose of Catholic education to form students in their faith, and to provide an education 

that enables our graduates to make a meaningful contribution to the world. The theme reflects our                        

commitment to build on the great work of those who have come before us, and to provide a Catholic educa-

tion for future generations of students in a world that is rapidly changing and poses new challenges for Cath-

olic school communities. 

Mass is being celebrated in states and dioceses across Australia on the Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians on 24 

May 2021. In the Townsville Diocese, the Mass will be celebrated at two locations: the Sacred Heart                          

Cathedral in Townsville on 24 May 2021 at 10am and St Mary’s Church in Bowen on 26 May 2021 at 

12:15pm. 

Liturgies are being celebrated in schools across the Townsville Diocese from the 25th to 28th May 2021.                   

Follow school and parish newsletters for invitations to celebrate this significant event.  

If you are unable to attend a Cathedral or school Mass or liturgy to celebrate the Bicentenary of Catholic          

Education in Australia, join us online for the live stream Monday 24 May 2021 from 10am AEST on the                   

Solemnity of Our Lady Help of Christians – Patroness of Australia at the Townsville Catholic Education Office 

website or facebook for the live stream at https://www.tsv.catholic.edu.au 

 

Additional events and activities will be added to the school calendar throughout the year. 

The 200 years website provides information and resources to support the celebrations throughout 2021                

including: 

Townsville Catholic Education live stream on Monday 24th May 2021 at https://www.tsv.catholic.edu.au  or 
facebook link at https://www.facebook.com/TownsvilleCathEd 

https://www.tsv.catholic.edu.au
https://200years.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.tsv.catholic.edu.au
https://www.facebook.com/TownsvilleCathEd


 

 

What’s Happening... 


