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Confirmation Program
This term, our school and Parish have combined to provide the students of our school and wider
community with the opportunity to attend the Confirmation Program.
Mrs Bev Lowcock and Mrs Mikki Menzies from the St Mary’s Parish coordinate this very important
program. Bev adopts the role of educator, whilst Mikki has the responsibility of administration officer. Mrs
Alicia Ninnes (APRE) also attends this program to support the students and families.
Christian initiation incorporates us into Christ and forms us into God’s people. In Baptism, God adopts us
as children and makes us a new creation through water and the Holy Spirit. We are then signed with the
gift of the Spirit in Confirmation, where God brings us to the full state of the Lord Jesus to continue his
mission in the world.
The Sacramental Program provides opportunities for children and their parents / carers to engage in
prayer, instruction, reflection, accompanied by activities and discussion. The program will be covering
First Reconciliation, First Eucharist and Confirmation.
Our Confirmation Mass will be hosted on Sunday 8th August 8am. Bishop Tim will be leading us in prayer
and we extend an invitation to all members of our school and wider community to attend this very special
Mass.
The children and their parents / carers attended the first session on Thursday last week. During the
session, the children learnt about the importance of Baptism and what it means to be a confirmed
Catholic. They children received special prayer cards and a workbook, where they are encouraged to
keep a reflection journal. As usual, the children asked lots of questions and engaged positively in the
session.
We ask that you keep the students who are attending this program in your prayers.

Mrs Colette Williams
Principal

Religious Life of our School
Enhancing Catholic School Identity
This week I had the opportunity to attend the APRE Cluster Days in Townsville. During the
conference, there was a strong focus on examining the data resulting from our participation in the
Enhancing Catholic School Identity Project (ECSIP) and working on the recommendations in the
report attached to our data.
In order to include a wide variety of voices in decision making at the school, one of the key priorities is
to form a Catholic Identity Advisory Team. The rationale behind the team is that it will:
 Work with the school Leadership team
 Develop a deep understanding of how the school’s Catholic identity is expressed
 Affirm the school’s renewed Christian profile
 Assist with the school’s strategic goal setting
The team will include myself and Colette Williams, as faith leaders of the school, Father Thomas
Madanu, as parish priest, and additional members of our school community, including staff and
parents. Members of the Catholic Identity Advisory Team willI serve for two years and will meet
approximately once per term to work together on key projects within the school. Our first meeting will
be held at 3.15pm, Thursday 15 July.
I encourage all parents to consider becoming a member of the Catholic Identity Advisory Team. Being
a part of the team will mean that your voice will be heard in matters related to the school’s identity.
Applications to become a member must be submitted to me via email at
aninnes1@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au by Friday, 18 June.

Mrs Alicia Ninnes
Assistant Principal RE

Mary Mackillop OSHC

OSHC Details
OSHC is happening at St Mary’s after school Monday to Friday.
If you would like to know more and to register your child
please phone Miss Rob on 0428 216 062.

Class Awards
Congratulations to our Class awardees;
Back L to R: Mica McVeigh Yr 3, Emily
Tebbit Yr 5, Violette Windridge Yr 6,
Benjamin Pilcher Yr 3.
Front L to R: Hunter Brackley Prep B, Alisha
Kirk Prep A, Kendall Malone Yr 1, Mahir
Beygirci.

Principal Awards
Congratulations to our Principal
awardees;
Back L to R: Lincoln Acreman Yr 4, Keira
Lane Yr 3, Mason White Yr 1, Sophie
Palmero Yr 2, Danieil Szollos Yr 5.
Front L to R: Jaxon Louis-Kircher Prep A,
Hanalei Emerick Prep B, Oliver Eldred

Library News
It has been a very exciting week in the St Mary's Library! We have introduced our ‘Star Reader of the Week’ reading
incentive and Library Monitoring Program. The students are absolutely loving being in the library learning the
processes, arranging activities for the younger students and planning what we need to get next! Our ‘Star Reader of
the Week’ reading incentive is a wonderful program to get books into homes and develop our students love of reading.
When a student has completed all of their home readers for the week they receive a ticket in our ‘Reader of the Week’
draw. Our lucky reader then selects a book from our prize collection to take home. How exciting is that! Congratulations to Oliver Eldred who was our winner this week.
Alana Browning
Librarian

8th June - Gabby William-Hockings

Compass Information

Birthday Cupcakes
We are very excited to offer class birthday cupcakes upon request!
Our wonderful tuck shop staff bake, decorate and deliver cupcakes for your child's class
to celebrate their birthday. The cost is $25 and we do require a minimum of 24 hours
notice.
To order please contact the tuck shop or email us at bwn@tsv.catholic.edu.au.

Welcome to our P & F
Hi, my name is Gemma Kirk. For those who don't know me, I raised my hand to be the P&F President for 2021. We have lived
in Bowen for 6 years and this is my 3rd Year as a parent of St Mary's Catholic school. My oldest child is in year 2 and my
youngest is in Prep. I love St Mary's, as it has a real family feel and the teachers and staff are all approachable. I want you to
feel that about the committee too, as we are here to make this experience fun and engaging for you, as well as your children.
Please don't think of P&F as just people who need your time or donations. Our P&F has a clear focus surrounding parental
engagement, rather than a focus on raising funds. We want you to have fun and enjoy the learning journey at St Mary's with
your kids.
My background is hospitality and events, finance and fitness. I'm always open to new ideas and suggestions. Please feel free to
attend our monthly P&F Meetings (First Thursday of each month), or simply come and grab me for a chat during drop off or
pick up times.
Thank you for supporting our school and your children. I look forward to meeting and working alongside you all.

Gemma Kirk
P & F President

