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Safe Students Bright Futures
At St Mary’s school, we take student protection very seriously. We believe it is everybody’s business to put children first, especially
in relation to their safety. It is one of our most important aims that all students who attend St Mary’s school feel safe, supported and
protected. To meet their inherent potential, students must feel free to take risks and to learn and grow without fear, anxiety or
concern for their own safety and well being. Putting children first means prioritising the safety and wellbeing of children at all times. All
children need to feel safe and loved, have a chance to play and explore, have a say in decisions that affect them, and have access to
essential things like food, shelter, education and healthcare.
Student protection has many components. At St Mary’s school, all staff undergo annual (and ongoing) training in essential legislation
and key procedures related to the care and wellbeing of all students. During Child Protection Week (6-12 September), we come
together as a whole school to highlight crucial issues related to child safety. During this week we focus upon equipping students with
many strategies to help them stay safe and in protective behaviours (as well as their rights and responsibilities in this area), and invite
community members to come and talk to students about how to stay safe. We also recognise important events such as Day for Daniel
and White Balloon day, focusing upon these occasions as a whole school, with related activities and further visits from community
members skilled in these areas.
We have key safety staff who are highly trained in Child Protection legislation, as well as reporting procedures for child
safety. Currently Thom Fox, Melanie Menzies and Suzette Windridge are our School Safety Officers and are always available to discuss
any matters relating to child safety concerns or to provide further information. Students know that they can always come to these staff
members to talk, as well as their teachers and our school Principal Mrs Williams, if they are ever worried about their own or another
child’s safety.
Another aspect of children’s wellbeing is ensuring that children also know that they will be protected when they are at school, and that
at St Mary’s we do not tolerate bullying in any form. This term our school celebrates National Day of Action Against Bullying and
Violence on Friday March 19th in recognition of this fact. Students are invited to wear the colour orange on this day to highlight this
important event. Year 6 will visit classes to perform anti bullying role plays, and teachers will also be discussing this issue with
students and covering lessons and activities related to this topic. You can find out more about this day and get some ideas to highlight
this yourselves at home with your children at the Bullying NO WAY! Website: https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/
Thank you so much for your attention everyone. Take care and remember that child safety is everybody’s business, and the needs of
children always come first.
Kind regards,
Mrs Suzette Windridge

Religious Life of our School
Third Week of Lent
(School week beginning 8 March)
This week through Project Compassion we learned about Oliva, from Tanzania in Western Africa. Oliva’s
story was especially relevant this week as we also celebrated International Women’s Day on Monday, 8
March.
Did you know that around a quarter of Tanzanian girls and women over the age of 15 cannot read or write,
with many families unable to afford school fees or uniforms? Oliva did not have the chance to go to school
and as an adult she couldn’t read, write or count. Without an education, women and girls like Oliva find it
very difficult to help their families by earning money. Thanks to the support of Caritas, Oliva was able to
participate in literacy and numeracy classes that were being held in her village.
Oliva noticed that other adults in her community didn’t feel comfortable attending the community classes,
so she set up a classroom in her house to share her new skills with her neighbours. Oliva has now
graduated and even more people are attending her home-based classes, allowing her to ‘Be More’ than
she thought she could be while growing up. She even aims to become a pastor and run for leadership in
the next local election! For more information about Oliva and the other faces of Project Compassion 2021,
please visit https://lent.caritas.org.au/
The donations that students give to Project Compassion during Lent help Caritas support many
underprivileged communities across the world, just like Oliva’s. Mini Vinnies have decided to hold a Project
Compassion fundraising event in the form of a Crazy Hair and Free Dress day on Friday, 26 March. During
this event, students are encouraged to bring a gold coin donation and to ‘Be More’ colourful with their
clothes and crazy with their hair.
We look forward to all of the crazy and colourful creations the students come up with for the day!
Mrs Alicia Ninnes
Assistant Principal RE

School Awards
Congratulations to our Week 7
Class awardees;
Back L to R: Aidan Southern Yr 4,
Ella Wilson Yr 3, Myia Shimmen Yr
6, Lucas Poljakovic Yr 4, Brayan
Waite Yr 5.
Front L to R: Lily Finau Prep A,
Graisen Fogarty Prep B, Sophie
Palmero Yr 2.

Congratulations to our Week 7
Principal awardees;
Back L to R: Ada Beygirci Yr 3, Indi
Johnson Yr 5, Lucas Poljakovic Yr
4, Violette Windridge Yr 6, Violet
Browning Yr 2.
Front L to R: Hudson mee Yr 1,
Tess Macdonald Prep A, Hunter
Brackley Prep B.

What’s happening at OSHC..
We have the best OSHC family! Thank you Ada, Mahir and Aysu for donating a new
slinky machine, apples are very popular again.
Miss Rob and Mrs Lawless
School Officers

OSHC Details
OSHC is happening at
St Mary’s after school
Monday to Friday. If
you would like to know
more and to register
your child, please
phone Miss Rob on
0428 216 062.

Happy 1st Birthday to us!
THANKYOU Mrs Mac for the amazing birthday cake!

Lunchtime activities with Miss Kristy
This week the students have been busy making magic wands, trolls and colouring. They look amazing!

Bowen Sub-District Soccer trials
Bowen Sub-District Soccer trials were held this week with
Isla Cristaudo, Lilah Maltby, Violette Windridge, Cody
Busch, Blake Sylvester, James Finn, Lincoln Acreman,
Chase Lowcock, Ozzy McMahon, Domingo del Solar and
Isaac Tebbit (absent from photo) representing St Mary’s.
There was a very big turn out and all students played well.
Congratulations to Isla who was selected for the Bowen
girls’ soccer team to play at the Whitsunday trials next

Bowen Netball Club
FREE Come and Try Session for 5 - 10 year olds
3:30pm Tuesday 30th of March (Week 10, Term 1).
Net Set Go Starts Term 2
Net (5-7 yrs) - Thursday’s at 3:30pm
Set/Go (8-10 yrs) - Tuesday’s at 3:30pm.
Bowen Netball Courts, Col Leather Sporting Complex,
Woodlands Road, Bowen.
Register at Netball Connect Online.
All players must be registered before taking the court to start Term 2 training please.

Ada Beygirci - 17 March
Blake Sylvester - 18 March
Abigail Wood - 21 March

Running Club
Does your child want to improve their fitness? Do
they have extra energy to burn off before going to
class? Do they want to compete in the Bowen
Schools Cross Country race? If you've answered yes
to any of these questions then send them along to
Running Club!
Any students aged 10 to 12 this year who wish to
represent St Mary's at the Bowen Cross Country
trials on March 29 should start their training now
and Running Club is strongly recommended. We
look forward to seeing a mass of keen runners on
the oval every Tuesday and Thursday morning.

Confirmation and First
Communion
St Mary’s Parish will be offering a ten week
Sacramental Program from Thursday 28th May
until children undertake Confirmation and First
Communion with Bishop Tim Harris on Sunday
8th August 2021 (holidays excluded).
Information regarding the Sacramental Program
is available at your school office or through St
Mary’s Parish (47864416), Bev Lowcock
(0438862724) or Mikki Menzies (0467239680).

150 Year Anniversary for St Mary’s Catholic School Bowen
In 2022 St Mary’s Catholic School will celebrate 150 years of providing a Catholic Education to the children
of Bowen. To mark this occasion, a Family Day/Reunion to be held in May 2022 is being planned. To make
this day a success, that is open to all current and past families and parishioners, the school board is working
towards establishing a committee of interested participants. If you would like to be involved please contact
the school on cwilliams14@smbtsv.catholic.edu.au or email judithrfeeney@gmail.com



Family Fun Day Sub-committee Meeting - 18th March 3:15pm



Action Against Bullying Day (wear orange) - 19th March



Irish Fun Day - 20th March



Rainbow Crazy Hair and Free Dress Day (gold coin donation for Project Compassion) - 26th March



Colour Fun Run - 1st April



School Photos - 30th April



Family Fun Day - 8th May



Confirmation Mass - 8th August

Parent Teacher Interviews for Semester 1
can now be booked via our Compass App.
Please log in to the app and book an
appointment to meet with your child’s
classroom teacher.
We strongly encourage all parents/carers
to book an appointment, as it is a
wonderful opportunity to touch base and
see how your child is travelling.
If you experience any difficulty logging
into the app/booking an appointment
please contact our school office, ph. 4786
1203.

