WEEK 9| TERM 3| 2020

Parent Feedback - RADII Survey
Each year, our school provides parents, students and staff with the opportunity to provide input and feedback
on our school via a RADII Survey.
The RADII Survey addresses the Ten Characteristics of Effective Catholic Schools. We value the feedback
from all key stakeholders of our school community. Once the feedback is collated, our Leadership Team
reviews the data. We then review the data at a staff, P&F and School Board level. The valuable feedback
helps to drive the future direction of our school.
It is our hope that we will be able to gain 80% parental participation in the RADII Survey. A link was sent to all
families, with a closing date of Friday 25th September. Please contact the office if you have not received a
link. Our Year 5 and 6 students completed their surveys this week and 100% of school staff also have
engaged with the survey.
We thank all parents for their continued support of our school and for engaging with the RADII Surveys.

Quest for Knowledge
Congratulations to our Year 6 students, Keeleigh Muir, Brianna
Ninnes, Ava Nicholls and Alexis Gilliland who competed in the
Townsville Catholic Education Quest for Knowledge competition
on Tuesday this week. This year the students entered the
competition virtually, answering 15 rounds of questions across
many subjects via the Google Classroom platform. The students
were a little nervous but enjoyed the experience competing
against 29 schools in our Diocese. They were presented their
Q4K kits by Mrs Lowcock, who assisted our students during this
event.

Child Protection Week
At St Mary’s we also celebrated Child Safety Week. Thank you to Mrs Windridge
and Mrs Menzies for organising the activities for the week and to Mrs Katherine
Olsen, Student Protection officer from TCE, who spoke to our students about
keeping safe and how our students can do this. The students were very excited
also to enjoy a rather large cake together in celebration and remembering this
important message, that Child Safety is everyone’s business.

Colette Williams
Principal

Religious Life of our school
On Friday 4th September, our school staff travelled to Collinsville to participate in the Reflective Practice
Day. The teachers from both St John Bosco’s and St Mary’s enjoyed a day of reflection, discussion,
professional dialogue and exploring new learnings.
Our teaching staff explored the new Religious Education Curriculum, with a specific focus on assessment
alignment with the achievement standard. We know that “Religious Education is charged with interpreting
the signs of the times and to “reread the memory of faith”, recontextualising so that students can engage in
an open narrative and dialogue with the richness of the Catholic tradition and their personal experiences and
contemporary cultural contexts so that a rich post-critical belief is nurtured.” (TFCE Religious Education
Shape paper 2019 - 2023).
Therefore, as educators the importance is placed upon a Religious Education that a rigorous and robust
curriculum is planned and implemented. Catholic schools aspire to provide religious literacy and faith
formation and give witness to, and support students on, the path towards a personal integration of faith and
life. It is our ultimate goal that students will articulate their faith and live as open and authentic witnesses to
the mission of Jesus and become agents of cultural change in the world. The school’s task is fundamentally
a commitment to provide a pathway for a synthesis of culture and faith, and a synthesis of faith and life.
We thank Elle Niland (Principal at St John Bosco’s) for hosting the Reflective Practice Day for 2020. A
wonderful day was had by all.

Congratulations to our Principal
Award recipients for Term 3 Week 8:
Back L to R: Douglas Moxham Yr 4,
Jayden Sablik Yr 6, Persia Kirk Yr 5,
and Leland Acton Yr 3.
Front L to R: Parker McLachlan Prep,
Jordan Saffell Yr 2 and Harry Sylvester
Yr 1.

Congratulations to our YCDI
awardees for Term 3 Week 8
Back L to R: Imogen Stevens Yr 5,
Chantilly Pilcher Yr 6, Indi Johnson
Yr 4, Ostin McMahon Yr 4.
Front L to R: Nayarah Samardin
Prep, Sophie Winterburn Yr 3,
Samantha Pugh Yr 2 and Tarlayah
McLennan Yr 1.

Optiminds 2020

Congratulations to our Social Science team and Language Literature team. Both teams competed recently in the
Optiminds 2020 competition: Social Science team above: Isla Cristaudo, Samara Selvakumar, Indi Johnson, Persia
Kirk, Ines del Solar and Ostin McMahon. The Social Science team received Honours for their presentation.
Language Literature team below: Ava Nicholls, Taylah Smith, Brianna Ninnes, Keeleigh Muir, Imogen Stevens, Elle
Young and Ella Menzies.

15 Sept William Oupatham
16 Sept Chase Lowcock
Lots celebrating a birthday this week hope you all
had a great day! Happy Birthday!!

We were very fortunate to have 6 artists from
the Whitsunday area carry out lantern-making
workshops with our Year 5 and 6 students on
Thursday. Every student learnt some new skills
and produced a wonderful lantern. The children
are encouraged to take their lanterns to the
Lantern Parade on Saturday 3rd October at
6:15pm at the Foreshore in Airlie Beach which
will celebrate the start of the Whitsundays Arts
Festival for 2020. All students have received
information about this event.

