WEEK 9| TERM 2| 2021

Mini Vinnies Immersion Event
Fun was had by all at the Mini Vinnies Immersion Event last Friday night. The Year 5 and 6 students who were
commissioned in this role were invited to attend.
The students were engaged in a variety of activities to encourage the children to deeply think about the impact of
homelessness. The students were encouraged to discuss what types of food would have longevity and be able to
be stored long term in a backpack. They also had to determine a safe place to sleep, with consideration being made
to the elements of weather.
Equipped with gloves, the children explored the contents of some of the bins and we were absolutely astounded by
the waste. This certainly was an eye-opening experience, as the children located unopened muesli bars, unopened
sandwiches, whole pieces of fruit, bags of popcorn and many poppers that were half full. The children began
discussing how to educate the students of our school about waste.
We were blessed to have the presence of , The Youth Engagement Development Officer for St Vincent de Paul, as
a part of our Immersion event this year. Mary was a wealth of knowledge and support in the preparation of this
event. We thank Mary for attending this event. The children listened carefully, as Mary shared her stories of
supporting those who are less fortunate in her current role. Mary certainly reflects the Gospel messages in the way
she shows mercy to the other, each and every day.
Stephany Cora and Lauren Bryson from the Neighbourhood Center also attended our event. Stephany and Lauren
shared stories with the students of the important role they play in the community and how the Neighbourhood Centre
supports the most vulnerable members of our local community.
Leading up to the event, the students organised a pizza day fundraiser (thank you Pizza Hut). All funds raised
contributed to the purchase of two nomatic backpacks. The back packs were presented to Stephany and Lauren on
the night, with the personal care items we have been collecting from staff and students. The backpacks will make a
massive difference in the lives of those who are homeless in our community.
The students enjoyed a wonderful game of ‘Needs and Wants’, whereby they had to decide if some of the everyday
supplies we have access to are something that we need to survive, or are simply a want. The children then were
invited to have a cup of soup and bread for dinner. Our night wrapped up by taking our cardboard boxes and finding
shelter around the school where they could sleep for the night.
We thank Mrs Billie Acreman, our school Chaplain for organising this rich immersion event. Her love and passion
towards helping others was evident on this night. Thank you Billie for loving your role, the students and always
thinking of the ‘other’. You are one in a million!
Thank you to all involved in this event.

Mrs Colette Williams
Principal

Religious Life of our School
Prep A was kind enough to let me join in their morning prayer
today. The prayer was so beautiful that I decided to share it
with our parents:

Thank you God for this new day,
in our school to work and play.
Please be with us all day long,
in every story game and song.
May all the happy things we do,
make you our Father happy too.

The Preps have also been busy showing their understanding
of Jesus’ teachings about being kind to others.
Prep A have been reading the parable of the Good Samaritan
(Lk 10: 25-37) and have worked together to create posters
that show how we can be a ‘good Samaritan’ to those around
us. The children told me that we need to be kind to
everybody, not just our friends and family, and that we can
show kindness to strangers through participating in social
justice activities like Project Compassion.
Prep B has also been reading the book, “Have You Filled a
Bucket Today?” The children have been learning all about
happiness buckets and that when they fill someone else’s
bucket by being kind, they also fill their own! The children
have then created hearts that they have written on to say
something kind to someone in their lives, and have then given
the hearts to those people to fill their happiness buckets.

Mrs Alicia Ninnes
Assistant Principal RE

Mary Mackillop OSHC
Our wonderful OSHC program is managed offsite by Mary
Mackillop Childcare NQ. This means that we require all students
who attend to complete an online registration process. If you
would like to register your child please contact
Miss Rob and Mrs Lawless on 0428 216 062
or bowenoshc@mmcnq.catholic.edu.au

Class Awards
Congratulations to our Class awardees;
Back L to R: Ella Wilson Yr 3, Lucas
Poljakovic Yr 4, Isla Cristaudo Yr 6.
Front L to R: Elodie Robertson Yr 1, Lexie
Burgess Prep B, Harry Sylvester Yr 2, Jaxon
Louise-Kircher Prep A.

Principal Awards
Congratulations to our Principal
awardees;
Back L to R: Dwyatt Schultz Yr 2, Emily
Tebbit Yr 5, Aidan Southern Yr 4, Korey
Waite Yr 6, Sophie Boyle Yr 3.
Front L to R: Harry Jack Prep A, Saoirse
Gentle Yr1, Hunter Brackley Prep B.

19th June - Ella Wilson

21st June - Andrea Firth

22nd June - Cayden Byers

23rd June - Jayden Kirk

25th June - Nataya Byers

26th June - Lilla Angel

Mulkadee Update
Sandra Neal and Finn Buckle from Townsville
Catholic Education Office were in Bowen for an
extremely early morning photo shoot with a few
of our choir members on Monday morning. The
girls were asked to sing "You're the Voice" from
the Week 6 choral workshop with sunrise over the
jetty and front beach as their backdrop.

Mrs Alicia Ninnes
Assistant Principal RE

Staying Safe at the School Crossing

Bowen Pool Closure
Whitsunday Regional Council are upgrading the public
amenities block at the Bowen Swimming Pool with
funding from the State Government’s Works for
Queensland program. The new amenities block will
greatly improve access for those with mobility issues
or specific needs, benefiting all residents and visitors
to the region.
Due to the significant nature of the construction works,
the Bowen Pool will be closed to the public during this
time. The closure will be in place next week from
Monday 21 June and the works are expected to take
at least two months to complete, weather permitting.
We apologise for any inconvenience caused to regular
pool users, however the safety of our community is our
top priority. We have chosen the winter period for
construction to reduce the impact on the community as
much as possible. Thank you for your patience and
understanding.

