
ALEXEI INTRODUCES HIMSELF TO US – APRIL 2020 
 
G’day fellas, 
 
I am stoked to be part of the Straya’s Nordic! (before I get myself into trouble I better stop my attempts 
to speak "Australian".  Instead, I will wait to have the opportunity to learn it from you when we get to 
know each other more :-))  I am truly excited about an opportunity to become part of your community 
and will do my best to help you to reach your goals in Nordic – the most beautiful sport I know.  
 
My name is Alexei Sotskov.  I am originally from Russia, but for the last 30 or so years I have lived in 
New England (Eastern part of the USA).  Let me try to answer some questions you may have. 
 
Did I ever ski? – I was a professional athlete back when I lived in Russia (Soviet Union, rather), and as 
the member of the USSR National team for several years, I had competed at the national and 
international levels in Nordic Combined (I wonder if you guys know of this Olympic skiing discipline?) 
 
Where did I go to college?  I graduated from the Institute of Physical Education and Sports in St 
Petersburg, Russia, with the bachelor degree in coaching and sports management. 
 
What is my coaching experience?  I had been coaching the Russian Olympic Regional Development 
team. Once I moved to the US, I coached a ski club, Div I University team, as well as (most lately) at 
the private preparatory school, all in all, for the more than 30 years.  
 
How successful was my coaching? You be the judge, but the facts are: One of my former students won 
Olympic Winter Games in 2010 (the Nordic combined skier), several others won Junior Worlds and 
U23, and a number of my trainees were the winners and runner ups at the US National Junior 
Championships. I am particularly proud to note that many of my former students have themselves 
developed impressive coaching careers!  
 
Have I ever been in Australia? Yes! In 2009 I had an opportunity to travel to Perisher for the 
Australia/New Zealand FIS races.  At that time I was coaching the NZ national team.  In fact, I coached 
the NZ team at the 2010 OWG, and 2011, 2013, and 2015 World Nordic ski Championships. 
 
Why I am interested in coaching the team in Australia?   You see, lately I been working mostly as the 
Athletic Director at the school, supervising 20+ varsity teams.  I started to miss connection with what I 
enjoy the most – working directly with kids and helping them accomplish their dreams in sport. Work 
with the Australian skiers is an exciting opportunity for me to get back to the vibrant Nordic community.  
 
What about my family? I am married, my wife Victoria is a librarian. She is also a French and a Russian 
language teacher, as well as my assistant coach at Nordic ski program at the Vermont Academy. Our 
son has graduated from Dartmouth College and Cornell Business School. As you would guess, he is a 
skier, and used to be a NCAA Championship team member.  Pavel currently lives in Seattle, WA, 
where he works for Boeing corporation, and still enjoys Nordic skiing when he has a chance.  
 
I look forward to meeting you and getting to know you with the help of Zoom technology, and in person 
at some point, as soon as this virus problem will go away. 
 
Thank you and Cheers, 
Alexei Sotskov  
 


