SustainAbility News April 2021
Coming Events:
ESRAG ANZPI Chapter Meeting
Thursday 20th May at 6pm
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84902521635

Tuesday 4th May 6.00pm AUS UTC+10
Climate and Peace Forum
https://climateandpeace.com.au
Friday 4th June 2021
Launch of the Environment Area of Focus
https://events.humanitix.com/environment-aof

Saturday 5th June 2021
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY

Climate and Peace Forum, Asia – lagging or leading in taking action? And will Australia
follow? Tues. May 4: 6:00 PM Sydney, AUS. UTC +10.
Speakers: Blair Palese, Editor at Climate and Capital media; Tim Buckley, Director Finance
Studies Australia/South Asia; and Zali Steggall, Independent Parliamentary Member of Warringah
(NSW).
The CLIMATE & PEACE FORUM brings you world leading voices in climate and peace. Through
engagement with concerned individuals, we promote climate action to increase advocacy within
government and corporate communities; to raise awareness of NGOs, Rotary and individuals; to
identify and promote activities and to establish partnerships. This quarterly event is initiated by
Rotarians for everyone. We look forward to you joining us.
The Forum is an initiative of the Rotary Club of Sydney Cove, supported by the Rotary Clubs of
Sydney, Darling Harbour and Corrimal (Australia).
To register https://climateandpeace.com.au/
* * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Friday 11 June 2021
ESRAG Convention meeting
RI Virtual Convention Taipei

Taipei | Rotary Convention
Resources:
ESRAG & UNEP Handbook | ESRAG
esraganzpi.org/
Share the ESRAG 2 minute video
introducing the new Area of
Focus: The Environment.

Project Drawdown
https://sustainablesocial.org/pages/inforotary

The Green Event checklist

Welcome to the newest members of
ESRAG ANZPI:
District 9685 - Marilyn Mercer E-Club of Greater Sydney,
Haran Ramachandran –
Hills-Kellyville
District 9810 – Russell Marnock –
Emerald and District
District 9980 – Neil Van Dine –
E-Club of WASH (He lives in Haiti)
There are now 132 ESRAG members
in 25 Districts across Zone 8: 9455,
9465, 9510, 9550, 9570, 9600, 9630,
9650, 9670, 9675, 9685, 9700, 9705,
9710, 9780, 9790, 9800, 9810, 9820,
9830, 9910, 9920, 9930, 9940, 9980

To register: https://events.humanitix.com/environment-aof
More information at: https://esraganzpi.org/environment-aof
* * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

From our Chair, Pat Armstrong:

In these ESRAG ANZPI newsletters, we bring you some of the exciting news,
stories and projects of Rotarians and Rotaractors who are protecting the
environment in the Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Islands (ANZPI) region.
We are delighted to announce two exciting events and encourage you to register
for these events. Please forward details of the events to others in your club and
district and encourage them to register.
As a member of ESRAG, which has now over 1,200 members worldwide, we encourage you to be
a spokesperson for the environment within your club and your district. See how on Page 5.

Pat

ESRAG ANZPI Tuesday 9th April 2021

How inspiring to hear from Rebecca St Ledger at this meeting.
Rebecca is the Environmental Projects Facilitator at the Bellarine Catchment Network
based in Mannerim. She has a BSc in Zoology from Deakin University.
The Bellarine Catchment Network (BCN) is a not-for-profit group that includes more than
30 community groups.
Rebecca spoke to us about BCN winning the Premier’s Sustainability Award for their
War on Waste at the Queenscliff Music Festival in 2019.
The festival went ‘fully reusable’ for all vendors and the 24,000 attendees, resulting in only 178kg of waste sent to
landfill over the three-day festival and with 95% of waste generated being diverted from landfill.
This was a true community effort; educating attendees and locals in sustainable waste practices and exemplifying
what is possible for similar events. There were a huge number of volunteers who were well prepared and trained
and had specific tasks on educating attendees about rubbish as well as being involved in the many sustainability
initiatives. The 2019 festival saw an 86% increase in the number of community volunteers.
QMF also partnered with Feed Me Bellarine and food vendors, resulting in 500kg of excess food salvaged and
delivered to citizens in need.
Additionally, over 500 families were engaged through Bellarine Catchment Network in festival activities, including
propagation of seedlings which were later planted across the local dune system.
The use of images on recycling bins, and of local marine life on promotional materials
helped deliver the message, including some translated into other languages. They also
used the ‘Be a Local Hero’ campaign imagery and messaging to provide a connection to
the impact of waste on wildlife and the sensitive environment surrounding the festival site.
This approach helped engaged patrons to keep the site waste free.
Their active pursuit of volunteers and the training they provided is a lesson we can learn to use in our Rotary events.
Rebecca emphasised the importance of planning, getting in
early, prioritising and liaising with the many support groups.

Rebecca and the team are finalising the production of a
Green Event handbook which they will share with us when
finalised.
Rebecca was a truly engaging speaker and she and the BCN have shown just what is
possible when a group of committed, educated and engaged volunteers choose to actively
pursue an environmental and sustainability goal.
Rebecca has spoken to a number of Rotary Clubs and is able to be contacted at rebecca@bcn.org.au
2020 Environmental Volunteering Winner (sustainabilityawards.vic.gov.au)

At the next chapter meeting scheduled for Thursday 20th May at 6pm when we will hear from Professor
Lesley Hughes, founding councillor with the Climate Council of Australia. Her research has mainly focused
on the impacts of climate change on species and ecosystems.

Carbon Capture – Increasing Tree Planting in our Zone

I suggest that we need to think much bigger that one Club planting 100 trees. We also
need to do a lot of research. Some of the things we could explore are:
¨ Which areas in our zone are suitable for large scale tree farming? I suspect that this
may not be practical for some of the Pacific Islands.
¨ Which reputable tree farming businesses exist? We can support them by purchasing
their carbon credits.
¨ Planting trees on a significant scale is a serious business venture and it is hard to
imagine how Rotary can be involved directly. How can Rotary assist?
¨ The reverse of tree planting is to reduce tree removal and there may be ways we can
take action and help to lobby for this. Other organizations are already doing this, do we
partner with them?
¨ Every tree is a bonus so how can we encourage Rotarians to assist in rural areas? Groups like Landcare or
Greening Australia? In the cities the driving force may be other issues, with the trees planted being a bonus.
Urban greening to reduce heat load, planting pollinators etc.
¨ It will vary by species and location, but how many trees are needed to capture a tonne of carbon?
¨ We need to think beyond trees. What other plants make a difference and some may be suitable in areas where
trees are not the answer.
If we want ESRAG ANZPI to have credibility in this area, we need to involve more people with expertise in large
scale tree planting.

I believe that this is a very important issue and should be one of the core items on our website. If you are able to
help conduct research in this field, please contact me.
David Dippie
Project Team Leader
solatube@bigpond.com
Tree planting resources:
Clean Energy Regulator—Carbon Credits: Buying ACCUs (cleanenergyregulator.gov.au)
Victorian Indigenous Nursery Co-Op: www.vinc.net.au
Victorian Landcare Gateway: Planting, growing and harvesting a riparian farm forest — Victorian Landcare Gateway
(landcarevic.org.au)
Greening Australia: indigenous-plant-nurseries-greater-melbourne.pdf (greeningaustralia.org.au)
Powerful pollinators: https://www.wheenbeefoundation.org.au/our-work/powerful-pollinators/
Carbon Positive Australia: Carbon Positive Australia - Your Footprint. Australia's Trees. Our Future.
Greenfleet: Offset | Greenfleet
Sustainable Gardening Australia: sg_westernwater.pdf (sgaonline.org.au)
Indigenous Plants of Darebin: Guide_Indigenous_Plants.pdf
Indigenous Plants of Monash: monash-indigenous-plants.pdf

DONATIONS IN KIND UPDATE
DIK Inc. Supporter Clubs create the opportunity for wonderful things to happen and are silent partners
in every project.
The call went out from the Rotary Clubs in Papua New Guinea to their DiK Store in Brisbane - the country
urgently needs supplies to fight Covid19, especially protective items for the front-line workers. The call for
assistance was made to all of the DiK Stores. At the end of a ten-hour day on Saturday, the volunteers, including many non-Rotarians,
had eight pallets of supplies ready to ship. The full range of PPE supplies, facemasks, disposable gowns (there is no capacity to wash and
sterilize reusable clothes at the moment), gloves and hospital grade hand sanitiser. More goods are available that the country needs and
we await details on when more containers will leave and what is required.
“The goods we sent will save lives and this is only possible because Clubs like ours support DIK.”
You may also have heard about the significant flooding in Dili after a number of days of very heavy rain there. Houses have been swept
away, quite a few lives lost and the National Hospital and Government Medical stores have been inundated. They have lost most of their
PP&E and this will compromise their ability to safely face the increased problems and challenges they face with COVID. There has been an
appeal for supplies of PP&E as well as food and clothing and we will see what we might be able to do from our stocks. Shipping containers
will take too long so it might be a case of road to Darwin as we did with previously organised medical supplies.
Bob Glindeman,
Donations in Kind West Footscray
Queen Salote College Tonga – New Library Fit-out
The Queen Salote College is a private all-girls school in Tonga and is the only
all-girls school in the country. Established in 1926 and named after Tonga's late queen, it
has around one thousand pupils aged 11-18, and teaches forms 1-7. It is run by the Free
Wesleyan Church of Tonga.
The school asked Rotary to help fit out a new library.
It’s a great recycling opportunity, that is easy to do through Donations in Kind. They will supply repurposed tables chairs and bookshelves.
They have also requested books and we will encourage the Environmental Sustainability Clubs in the District to contact their schools to
donate suitable books. They have also requested books, and this is an opportunity to talk to your local school or District to see if they have
any suitable books to donate. For details on the books requested link to below.
Atlas, Dictionaries, World Maps, Encyclopaedias, World Records: Fiction Story Books -f or Junior Readers
Subject Teacher’s Resources and Pupils Books:
Science: Biology, Chemistry, Physics. Accounting: Economics, Commercial Studies, Mathematics: History: Geography:
English Language: Grammar, Literature, Novels, Poetry, Dramas, Short Stories etc Computer Studies: Creative Technology: Home
Economics: Cooking, Sewing and fashion designs, Weaving Sports: Athletics, Netball, Soccer, Tennis, Badminton, Swimming.
Biblical: Commentary Bibles etc.:
Magazines: General Collections:
If your Club is looking for a Recycling / Education / International Project, become a partner and help with the shipping costs.
For more information contact David Dippie PP RC Keilor 0408 174773 solatube@bigpond.com

Safe Haven, Siem Reap Cambodia—by Deb Sloggett, Foundation Chair, International Committee, Rotary Keilor East

Being disabled in Cambodia is hard. It is thought that 60% of disabled people live under the country’s poverty line, and most live in rural
areas where access to support is non-existent or cost-prohibitive. Children with disability don’t attend school, as there is no suitable
infrastructure. Significantly, most families are unaware of any support that they could access. However, there is an NGO reaching out to
change this.
Safe Haven, a therapeutic and medical outreach centre (NGO), is located in Siem Reap, Cambodia. Its mission is to create lasting change
in the lives of children with disabilities and medical issues. The staff members provide holistic and culturally appropriate support suitable for
the individual child and family. This program is so good that word of mouth is one of the main referral arms.
I have seen the need, visited the centre with fellow Rotarians, and was thrilled when Rotary People of Action stepped up. Included with the
equipment donated were 50 wheelchairs from Wheelchairs for Kids. Safe Haven has the expertise to fit these to the individual child, as well
as maintain the chairs. Equipment included a range of large items to aid physical support to ‘toys’ to aid fine motor skills development, all
donated from various sources and stored at Donations in Kind.
A 40-foot container was then organised before equipment was packed and sent. On arrival in Cambodia, the container was sent by road
from the port to Siem Reap where it was unloaded by a fantastic team of helpers from Safe Haven, Cambodian Rural Students Trust (NGO)
and Green Gecko (NGO). Safe Haven’s In-Country Director Jessica Whitney and a member of our very own Rotary Passport Club of
Melbourne told us of the impact that Safe Haven has on changing lives through their work is amazing…the part Rotary has played in it just
has to be shared!
Appreciation must go to Rotary Clubs of Keilor East, Prahran, Passport Melbourne and Hawthorn, as well as Donations in Kind and the
other unsung heroes who were the right people at the right time to see this project through to its successful conclusion.
Safe Haven is a registered RAWCS project: 53-2018-19

Environment in the news:
A very interesting article in the latest Food Plant Solutions newsletter on the importance of dark leafy green leaves in our diets.
Did you know that even today about a quarter of a million birth defects each year are due to folates or inadequate leaves being
eaten. And about 30% of the women of the world are anaemic or iron deficient due to lack of green leaves. A child goes blind
every minute due to Vitamin A deficiency. April 2021 Newsletter - Food Plant Solutions
Even before announcing Environment as the 7th Area of Focus, Rotary has carried out thousands of projects around the world
and given over $18 million dollars to eco friendly projects around the world.
Eleven eco-friendly service projects around the world | Rotary International
Is green hydrogen the fuel of the future?
Is green hydrogen the fuel of the future? - ABC News
ROUND PLATE EVENT WITH OZHARVEST
This event is part of Melbourne Knowledge Week, 26 April to 2 May 2021, proudly presented by the City of Melbourne.
Environmental sustainability must be part of our daily lives, and to improve awareness of the environmental harm of food wastes Rotary
Melbourne is partnering with Oz Harvest and the City of Melbourne to hold our inaugural event titled Round Plate during Melbourne
Knowledge Week.
Enjoy a bespoke zero-waste three course lunch while learning about food sustainability, food security and the future of our food systems.
Listen to expert speakers Ronni Kahn AO, CEO & Founder of OzHarvest; Dr Sandro Demaio, CEO of VicHealth; and Phoebe Gardner,
CEO & Founder of Beyond Ag. Share their insights on the impact of food waste on the environment.
The evening will be hosted by Mikaela Stafrace (Rotary Club of Melbourne) and the DLM Nicholas Reece will be the Panel Moderator.
The tickets for the luncheon event at Cumulus Inc on 1st May can be purchased on line https://mkw.melbourne.vic.gov.au/event/roundplate/ Each ticket includes a $30 donation to OzHarvest to support their important work of food rescue, supporting vulnerable communities.
Every $1 donated to OzHarvest will provide 2 meals to those in need. Unfortunately, this event is now Sold Out but a recording of the
speakers and panel discussions will be available at a later date.
Be a spokesperson for the environment within your club and your district:
• share this newsletter with other members in your club
• report back to your club on environmental initiatives on a monthly basis
• attend our monthly online Chapter meetings of ESRAG ANZPI
• if you haven’t already done so, form an Environment Committee in your Club
• join a District Environment Committee (if your District doesn’t have one, why not form one?)
• start with just one environment project (just like some of the ones described in this newsletter and on the ANZPI website) and get your
whole club on board
• share your environmental success stories with your club, district and community and upload your projects to the ESRAG ANZPI
website, so that we can share them with the rest of the world,
• and, most importantly, ask a friend to join ESRAG
Like the ESRAG LinkedIn page

Like us on Facebook

Understanding time zones:
UTC = GMT: Coordinated Universal Time or Greenwich Mean
Time
AEDT = DST: Australian Eastern Daylight Time is UTC +11
AEST: Winter // non Daylight Savings Time
PST: Pacific Standard Time UTC –8
NZDT_DST: New Zealand and Pacific is UTC +13
www.timeanddate.com/
time/map/

Submit your club’s project
Project Research Volunteers
We need volunteers to help do desktop research (a
great COVID activity) and help develop a register of
Environmental Sustainability Projects in the ANZPI
region.
We also need volunteers to fill out our Project Forms
so we can add these projects to our Projects
Portfolio. esraganzpi@gmail.com
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