SustainAbility News February 2021
Coming Events:

From our Chair, Pat Armstrong:

Climate and Peace Forum

Welcome back to a new Rotary year. Let’s hope that 2021 will be a
better year for us all and that we will soon be able to meet in person
again in clubs, districts and at conferences.

Tuesday 16 February 2021: 6pm AEDT
February Climate & Peace Forum

ESRAG ANZPI Chapter Meeting
Tuesday 2nd March 2021: 6pm AEDT
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84902521635

Sunday 7 March 2021
Clean Up Australia Day
www.cleanup.org.au
Friday 11 June 2021
ESRAG Convention meeting

Resources:
ESRAG & UNEP
Handbook |
ESRAG

However, let’s not put aside all the new online tools of communicating
with each other which worked so well and which reduced our own personal carbon footprints and which collectively reduced the world’s carbon emissions.
Over the break, I read Tim Flannery’s new book, The Climate Cure, which
is a timely template for dealing with what he describes as “the climate
emergency”, based on the world’s response to the Covid 19 pandemic.
Flannery urges urgent actions to avoid a “climate catastrophe”, but does
give a sense of hope.
It seems that in 2019, carbon emissions did fall by 0.6% compared with
2018 levels and fell again in 2020, in part due to the Covid 19 pandemic. Much more
work is still needed and Rotary can and should play its part. The new area of
focus, the Environment, gives a clear direction for us to take actions in two of the eight
goals: Areas_of_Focus_Policy_Statements_en.pdf

esraganzpi.org/

4. Addressing the causes of climate change and climate disruption and
supporting solutions to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases.
5. Strengthening the resilience of ecosystems and communities affected by climate
change and climate disruption

Project Drawdown

In these ANZPI newsletters, we bring you some of the exciting news, stories and projects
of Rotarians and Rotaractors who are protecting the environment in the Australia, New
Zealand and Pacific Islands (ANZPI) region.

Share the ESRAG 2 minute video
introducing the new Area of
Focus: The Environment.

https://sustainablesocial.org/pages/inforotary

The Green Event checklist

Welcome to the newest members
of ESRAG ANZPI:
District 9600—George Grant, Bribie
Island and Michael Gregory, Maleny
District 9675– Thelma Raman,
Sydney
District 9780—John Clue, Port Fairy
District 9820—Judith Stewart, non
Rotarian

There are now 124 ESRAG members
in 25 Districts across Zone 8: 9455,
9465, 9510, 9550, 9570, 9600, 9630,
9650, 9670, 9675, 9685, 9700, 9705,
9710, 9780, 9790, 9800, 9810, 9820,
9830, 9910, 9920, 9930, 9940, 9980

We encourage you to be a spokesperson for the environment within your Club and your
District. We also invite you to take some further steps:
 share this newsletter with other members in your club members and contacts
 report back to your club on environmental initiatives on a monthly basis
 attend our monthly online Chapter meetings of ESRAG ANZPI
 if you haven’t already done so, form an Environment Committee in your Club
 join a District Environment Committee (if your District doesn’t have one, why not form
one?)
 start with just one environment project (just like some of the ones described in this
newsletter and on the ANZPI website) and get your whole club on board
 share your environmental success stories with your club, district and community and
upload your projects to the ESRAG ANZPI website so that we can share them with
the rest of the world.
Pat
Like the ESRAG LinkedIn page

Like us on Facebook

We're thrilled that Rotary International President Holger Knaack is teaming up with ESRAG on a video challenge to
showcase the wealth of ways Rotarians are striving to save the planet.
President Holger has recorded an irresistible video of his own inviting YOU to share your project. See it and learn about
how to share your contribution to the #IFixThePlanet challenge!
This challenge will generate a bumper crop of 70-second videos to inspire Rotarians, so we can hit the ground
running all across the globe when RI’s new Protecting the Environment Area of Focus goes live July 1. You’ll be able to
hunt through the films to find great stories to use with your own community, club, district, or region.
So join us and create your own personal video to help repair our environment.

Climate strategies –

Beyond politics: Transforming US &
Australian perspectives
With climate change mitigation a top priority for the incoming
Biden Administration in the USA, the February Climate and
Peace Forum brings together three internationally renowned
speakers to discuss the connections between US and Australian
climate policies.
1. Michael Mann, Distinguished Professor of Atmospheric Science at Pennsylvania State University in the US, will describe
the big changes emerging in US climate policies. A climatologist and geophysicist whose research produced the “hockey
stick graph” to show global warming, he shared the 2007 Nobel Prize awarded to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC).
2. Maxine Burkett, Professor of Law at the William S. Richardson School of Law, University of Hawaii, will discuss the need
to recognize climate justice and equity in all our decisions for the future.
3. Marian Wilkinson, an eminent, award-winning Australian journalist, will talk about America’s influence on Australia’s climate policies and how this might change.

Register for this free webinar here: https://climateandpeace.com.au Note that the time has been set to be great
for both US and Australian audiences: it will air on the evening of February 15 in US. time zones and the morning
of February 16. The Forums are also recorded and can be viewed at any time.
Register your Club on the site to reach non-Rotarian audiences interested in sustainability.
Clubs invitation to list - Climate & Peace Forum (climateandpeace.com.au)

ESRAG ANZPI Monthly Meeting Thursday 4th February 2021
Our first chapter meeting for 2021 welcomed a number of new ESRAG members as well as 45 current and former District Governors.
Chairperson Pat Armstrong opened the session by saying:
“A year ago did you think you would be routinely doing video conferencing - zoom?”
Our guest speaker Bernadette Schwerdt, a Rotarian and well known author and founder of the Australian School
of Copywriting www.copyschool.com who worked us through her writing process which is used by all the major
screenplaywrights. CCARLS for short provides a structure for producing a strong story which captures the
audience from the start. Try it, it works!
Context— set the scene, when, where, who
Challenge— what is the problem?
Action—what did you do?
Result—what happened then? Results, success, what next
Lessons—what did you learn?
Suggested actions— What would you do differently or better?

Bernadette will share her presentation which will be loaded on the ESRAG ANZPI website
We then heard from Rob Anderson, ESRAG ANZPI webmaster and member of Rotary Canterbury speaking on
how to produce great videos for your club and website. He has a training tutorial with structure to follow on the
ESRAG ANZPI website. Whether you are after membership growth, engaging your members or promoting your
work and causes.
Rob walks us through using Microsoft Powerpoint, as well as iPhone or simple software to compile a video using
images from your computer. How To Guide - ESRAG - I Fix The Planet Video Challenge

We also heard from Rob on the #IFixThePlanet competition where Rotary International President Holger Knaack has challenged all
Rotarians to create a short video . VIDEO CHALLENGE – BEGAN: 01.01.2021, ENDS: 31.03.2021
See Holger’s video and view current entries including 2 from Rob—Rotarians4Bees and Murray
River Wetlands. You can also vote for the video entries you think are the best—do so at
The Videos - ESRAG - I Fix The Planet Video Challenge
The next ANZPI Chapter meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 2nd March at 6pm.
Guest Speakers are Victor Perton MLA 1988-2006, the Centre for Optimism and Board
Member Yarra Valley Water and Ellen Sandell, MP for Melbourne, BSc,
Young Environmentalist of the Year Award in 2009 and director of the
Australian Youth Climate Coalition between 2011–2012
Attendees are invited to submit short videos or statements on why they feel optimistic about the future to esraganzpi@gmail.com

Clean Up Australia Day - Sunday 7 March 2021
This is an activity that everyone can join in. Whether you do something as a club, a family or as an individual, there are
many opportunities to do something for the environment.








Join a Clean Up. Clean Up Australia Search for an event by postcode
Register an event in your locality and promote on social media. Clean Up Australia Create-a-clean-up
Clean up your local river or creek. Contact your local council or environment group to see if something is planned.
Take a walk along a major road, being very careful of traffic and wearing high
vis clothing.
Pick up litter at your local park. Join friends for a coffee and a chat afterwards.
Collect plastics and rubbish along your nearest beach.
Take photos of your ‘haul’ and promote your club/group on social media and
websites.

Clean Up the Yarra - ESRAG ANZPI - Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group - ANZPI Region

Michael Mann is one of the speakers at the forthcoming Peace and Climate Forum on
16 th February. (michaelmann.net)

protect everyone.

First, Americans, let’s congratulate ourselves for having used the power of our vote to create an opportunity
for meaningful progress on climate going forward.
Joe Biden’s victory in the recent presidential race ushers in a new era of domestic progress and global
cooperation. It allows us to begin to repair some of the damage that was done by Donald Trump’s presidency during the past four years — damage inflicted both to our own efforts to address the climate crisis and to
our reputation on the world stage. But make no mistake. As a climate scientist, I know all too well that we
are running out of time to avert climate catastrophe. In fact, we’ve already run out of time. It’s too late to

From “zombie storms” in superheated oceans to wildfires so widespread and intense that they’re creating “smoke waves” that blanket
the country, befoul the air and endanger public health, to an unprecedented Atlantic hurricane season that can be tied to a bathtubwarm tropical Atlantic, the past year alone has provided ample evidence that climate change is now an ongoing, rolling threat from
one place to another.
The carbon we either do or don’t choose to emit could shape not only the climate threats we must contend with in the decades
ahead, but those that loom over the next 10,000 years. At this point it’s a matter now of limiting, rather than preventing, the damage.
The sobering reality is that even if every country meets their currently stated commitments under the Paris Agreement (and many,
including the United States and the European Union, are falling at least a bit short at this point), that gets us less than halfway to
where we need to be — i.e., on a path to limiting average global warming to below 2 degrees Celsius, or about 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit.
We need to keep warming below that level if we want to avoid some of the worst; and in some cases irreversible impacts. Better yet,
we should aim for the more stringent 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.6 degrees Fahrenheit) that many are now calling for. While the Paris
Agreement is a good starting point, we need to go well beyond existing Paris commitments now to achieve the reductions that are
necessary: more than 7.5 percent per year globally for the next decade. Read more ...

This story was originally published by The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists and is reproduced here as part of the Climate
Desk collaboration.

Victorian Premiers Sustainability Awards 2020

Congratulations to the winners for 2020 who have demonstrated Victorian businesses, groups and
volunteer organisations who are leading the way to a sustainable future.
Winners demonstrated sustainability and environmental goals in the built environment, community,
education, environmental protection, environmental volunteering, government, health, innovative
products or services, large business, small & medium enterprises.
There were 2 additional awards :
Premier’s Recognition and Premier’s Regional Recognition.
See the winners here 2020 Winners (sustainabilityawards.vic.gov.au)
Enter for the 2021 Awards here Entering the Awards (sustainabilityawards.vic.gov.au)
Understanding time zones:
UTC = GMT: Coordinated Universal Time or Greenwich Mean
Time
AEDT = DST: Australian Eastern Daylight Time is UTC +11
AEST: Winter // non Daylight Savings Time
PST: Pacific Standard Time UTC –8
NZDT_DST: New Zealand and Pacific is UTC +13
www.timeanddate.com/
time/map/

Project Research Volunteers
We need volunteers to help do desktop research (a
great COVID activity) and help develop a register of
Environmental Sustainability Projects in the ANZPI
region.
We also need volunteers to fill out our Project Forms
so we can add these projects to our Projects
Portfolio.

Add an image to your email signature:

Aussie retailers leading the charge on renewable energy
The Australian retail sector is well ahead of other industries when it comes to
renewable energy commitments, new Greenpeace research reveals.
The REenergise 2020 Corporate Renewable Snapshot found that retailers
had almost double the clean energy commitments of any other industry with
1146MW of wind/solar – enough to power 533,021 homes and create 2,063
clean energy jobs.
The next best performing industry was telecommunications with 713MW, while property and construction was ranked
last with 88MW. With 28 of Australia’s biggest electricity-using companies having now made renewable energy
pledges, this is expected to drive 2.8GW of new renewable energy projects. This is equivalent to powering 1.3 million
households – or almost all the homes in Brisbane and Perth combined.
Lindsay Soutar, the REenergise campaign director at Greenpeace Australia Pacific, said corporate Australia had
ramped up its renewable energy commitments in 2020 and retailers were leading the pack.
“Major chains such as Woolworths, Bunnings and ALDI committing to 100 per cent renewable energy saw retail
eclipse other industries,” Soutar said.
“Retail giants making the clean energy switch shows that 100 per cent renewable energy is a no-brainer for
businesses – it’s cleaner, cheaper and a crucial part of their responsibility to tackle climate change.”
Greenpeace Australia Pacific is now urging big retail brands like Coles and Kmart to accelerate their climate
commitments and switch to 100 per cent renewables. Soutar told Pro Bono News that in the telecommunications
industry, Optus and Vodafone should join Telstra in committing to source all of their electricity from renewable
energy.
She also called on the federal government to take action, noting it was still yet to commit to a serious renewable
energy or emissions reduction policy, which would offer greater certainty for businesses and investors.
“We currently have no plan on climate from the federal government, no plan to cut emissions or even a commitment
to net zero by 2050,” she said. “But despite that policy vacuum of leadership, corporates are stepping up and I think
that says something significant about the inevitability of a 100 per cent renewable energy future.”
Soutar praised corporates for continuing to make bold renewable energy commitments in 2020 even as COVID-19
ravaged the economy.
It is expected that 5,038 clean energy jobs will be created as a result of these businesses making the switch.
“We saw a real acceleration in 100 per cent renewable commitments from corporates last year and I think this will
only continue to accelerate this year,” she said.
“Even amid the pandemic we were really pleased to see that corporates’ focus on climate did not diminish.”
Luke Michael | Journalist | @luke_michael96
Luke Michael is a journalist at Pro Bono News covering the social sector.

