SustainAbility News November 2020
Coming Events:
ESRAG ANZPI Chapter Meeting
December 6th, 2020 01:30 PM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84902521635

10th November 12 noon AEDT (1am UTC)
Powerful Pollinators of the Western
District webinar
https://events.humanitix.com/powerfulpollinators-western-district-victoria

10th November 6pm AEDT (7am UTC)
Climate and Peace webinar
https://climateandpeace.com.au/
14th November 4pm AEDT (5am UTC)
Powerful Pollinators - Melbourne
Eastern Suburbs Webinar
https://events.humanitix.com/powerfulpollinators-melbourne-eastern-suburbs

Thursday 26th November 7pm AEDT
(8am UTC)

Your Garden, Our Future
https://trybooking.com/BMIAB
Department of Agriculture, Water
& Environment Calendar

Resources:

From our Chair, Pat Armstrong:

In these ANZPI newsletters, we bring you some of the exciting news,
stories and projects of Rotarians and Rotaractors who are supporting
the environment in the Australia, New Zealand and Pacific Islands
(ANZPI) region. Please have a closer look at the dynamic ESRAG
ANZPI website, which now showcases over 51 projects from clubs
across our region.
How exciting it was to see so many Chapter members on-line last Sunday for our fifth
Chapter meeting. Dr Roger Blakeley, from the Rotary Club of Wellington, New Zealand,
was our guest speaker, sharing with us some of the amazing Rotary projects in New
Zealand and explaining the pilot ESRAG Club Carbon Calculator project which is soon to
commence across four countries.
To those of you who attended the two ESRAG webinars – Operation Pollinator (2nd
November) and Planning for Success and Environmental Sustainability (7th November),
we hope that you found them useful. For those who were not able to attend, recordings
will soon be available on the ESRAG website.
The next webinar is the second Climate and Peace Forum on 10 November, 6:00 PM
AEDT. To register. There are so many events happening in the environment space, that
we will send out an ESRAG ANZPI Events Digest in about two weeks time.
ESRAG (Environmental Sustainability Rotary Action Group) is growing rapidly, with Chapters
in 12 regions around the world. Membership of our new ESRAG ANZPI Chapter is also
increasing steadily, as we serve as the voice of Rotary on the environment in our region.
We encourage you to be a spokesperson for the environment within your Club and your
District. We also invite you to take some further steps:
* distribute this newsletter to other members in your club
* report back to your club on environmental initiatives on a monthly basis
* attend our monthly online Chapter meetings of ESRAG ANZPI
* if you haven’t already done so, form an Environment Committee in your Club
* join a District Environment Committee (if your District doesn’t have one, why not form
one?)
* start with just one environment project (just like some of the ones described in this
newsletter and on the new website) and get your whole club on board
* share your environmental success stories.
Pat

https://www.esraganzpi.org/
Share the ESRAG 2 minute video
introducing the new Area of
Focus:
‘Supporting the Environment.
https://sustainablesocial.org/pages/inforotary

The Green Event checklist

Welcome to our newest members of ESRAG ANZPI:
District 9790 — Abelardo Gomez and Elizabeth McCormick, Southern Mitchell, David
Earle, Shepparton
District 9800 — Ian Kirkwood, Caulfield
District 9810 — Jenn Critchlow, Boronia, John Elrington, Box Hill Central
District 9820 — Constantine Demopoulos, Frankston North
District 9930 — Michele Beaton, Tauranga Sunrise
There are now 115 ESRAG members in 25 Districts across Zone 8: 9455, 9465, 9510,
9550, 9570, 9600, 9630, 9650, 9670, 9675, 9685, 9700, 9705, 9710, 9780, 9790, 9800,
9810, 9820, 9830, 9910, 9920, 9930, 9940, 9980

This month’s feature — Roger Blakeley, RC Wellington, District 9940
Calculating your club’s carbon footprint. https://rcw.org.nz/roger-blakeley-carbon-zero-update
Dr Roger Blakeley is a Greater Wellington Regional Councillor and elected member of the Capital and
Coast District Health Board. He was Chief Planning Officer, Auckland ‘SuperCity’ Council; Chief
Executive, Porirua City Council; Chief Executive, Department of Internal Affairs; and Chief Executive,
Ministry for the Environment.
Roger explained that his club, the Rotary Club of Wellington was established 100 years ago in the same year as Melbourne
and Sydney and has been a strong leader in positive social change and completed a large number of environmental projects.
At a discussion last year, members were asked, “ What’s next?”
After suggestions and deliberations, they decided to do something which would make a different in climate change and
agreed to lead by example and investigate the club’s carbon footprint. Members individually calculated their usage of energy
in travel to and from meetings, at events and activities, at club meetings in energy, food and waste. This was then audited by
an environmental group, Toitu Envirocare, who verified the data. The annual total emissions for the Club in 2018-2019 was 8
tonnes of carbon dioxide.
To offset the carbon emissions for 2018-19, the Club has purchased 8 tonnes of carbon credits from
Puhi Peaks Station, Kaikoura in the South Island of New Zealand, at a cost of $34.10 per tonne. These
are "gold standard" carbon credits for growing native forest with biodiversity add-on benefits of protecting
endangered native birds.
In November 2019, the Rotary Club of Wellington became the first Rotary Club
in the world to be certified Carbon Zero.
Thus was born the ESRAG Carbon Calculator Project with a working group
including ESRAG ANZPI Chair Pat Armstrong, RC Doncaster; Karen Kendrick-Hands, ESRAG
Director of Communications; Garry Fowler RC Melbourne, Sounkalo Dembele RC Mali, Clari Nolet
RC Los Altos, California, Bill Sierks RC Madison, Wisconsin, Keith Tovery RC Norwich, UK and
Roger Blakeley.
The working group had planned to create a unique tool to be used by all 35,000 Rotary clubs globally however, the cost was
prohibitive. Members are now working on a simpler tool which will be trialled in a pilot program by the Rotary Clubs of
Wellington, Melbourne, Norwich and Los Altos. Other clubs are invited to participate {preferably within these 4 geographic
areas} and are invited to contact Roger on roger.blakeley@outloook.com
The project is not just about achieving net zero carbon emissions by one Club but for all clubs. It is also an attempt to
increase awareness amongst Rotarians of the personal actions and decisions that each of us can take to reduce our own and
our household’s carbon footprint, through actions on transport, energy, food and waste. Combating climate change is not just
a matter for government and businesses. We all need to take responsibility. This is an example of Rotary, as a membership
organisation, putting our hand up and saying ‘we are going to do our bit to reduce carbon emissions, both as a club, and
supporting our members’ awareness and choices.’
https://www.rotaryoceania.zone/Stories/first-in-nz-carbon-zero-rotary-club-of-wellington
How to reduce your carbon footprint:

Most of our daily activities contribute to a personal or household carbon footprint. The main areas are:
transport, electricity usage, fuel, food and waste.
You can reduce your carbon footprint through your personal choices such as:
• driving more-efficient vehicles and maintaining vehicles
• using energy-efficient appliances
• insulating your home to reduce heating and cooling costs
* buying local and reducing transport kilometres
* installing solar panels
* reducing waste and recycling as much as possible.
Individuals and companies also purchase carbon credits to offset their usage. The money raised from
this goes into projects such as planting trees or investing in renewable energy.
Some useful links are:
https://sensibletransport.org.au/project/transport-and-climate-change/
https://www.greenfleet.com.au/
https://marketplace.carbonmarketinstitute.org/participate/
http://carbonmarketinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CMI_Fact_Sheet_6_Participating-in-theCabon-Market.pdf

Submit your projects:

We know that all clubs have fantastic projects related to environment and sustainability. We encourage you to send us the details with
images and impact statistics for uploading to the ESRAG ANZPI website.
https://www.esraganzpi.org/submit-a-project/ For more info: esraganzpi@gmail.com or David Dippie at Solatube@bigpond.com
Projects uploaded to the website this month:
RC Doncaster, District 9810: Light up Timor through Enterprise project is empowering a local social enterprise in
Timor Leste to pilot 260 Pay-As-You-Go (PAYGO) solar energy household installations in the remote, rural
community of Baguia , Baucau District. https://www.esraganzpi.org/project/light-up-timor-through-enterprise/
RC Nundah, District 9600 Queensland: Rotary Recycled Rope
Rotary Rope is the term used for discarded blue and yellow rope used by Telstra to pull cables through
underground pipes. Unfortunately, they are only allowed to use the rope once, and then throw it away.
We collect the rope which is then cut into different lengths and bagged. It is then distributed through
Donations in Kind overseas and is used for making bridges across creeks and rivers, tethering animals, making
baskets and shelters.
https://www.esraganzpi.org/project/rotary-recycled-rope/
RC Corowa, District 9790: Clean Up the Highway
Corowa Clean-up the Highway was inspired by the Keep Australia Beautiful campaign. Rotarians Graeme
Campbell and David Talbot, though it would be a good idea for the club to adopt a section of the highway with the
aim of keeping it clear of litter and presenting a better look for the town.
It has proved to be a great success and has had the bonus of lifting our profile. Every three months, Club members
gather to remove rubbish and take it to the tip. https://www.esraganzpi.org/project/corowa-clean-up-the-highway/
Rotary Donations in Kind West Footscray ships multiple containers overseas each month. A circular economy giant
showing Rotary in action. Hospital and medical equipment, educational furniture and supplies, clothing, computers, books,
disability aids and much more. Recent shipments have included hospital and medical equipment and supplies to Sri Lanka,
Somalia and the Solomon Islands, Dental equipment to Nepal, school furniture and supplies to Timor Leste and Chile.
https://rotarydik.org/

Understanding time zones:
UTC = GMT: Coordinated Universal Time or Greenwich Mean Time
AEDT = DST: Australian Eastern Daylight Time is UTC +11
AEST: Winter // non Daylight Savings Time
PST: Pacific Standard Time UTC –8
NZDT_DST: New Zealand and Pacific is UTC +13
https://www.timeanddate.com/time/map/

According to the United Nations, 70% of the Earth’s coral reefs are threatened; 20% have
already been destroyed with no hope for recovery, 24% are under imminent risk of
collapse, and an additional 26% are at risk due to longer-term threats. There is now a call
to protect and conserve the home of one quarter of all known marine life. How important
are coral reefs for our ocean ecosystems? Did you know that 90% corals are estimated to
disappear by 2050? https://oceaninnovators.org/.../goal-14.../coral-gardeners/

Call to action:
1. Promote Environment and Sustainability as the
new Area of Focus.
2. Register your club projects with ANZPI.
3. Join one of the ANZPI teams.
4. Suggest items of interest for newsletters.
5 Tell us what you need.

6. Participate in one or more of the upcoming environment
webinars.
7. Visit the Esraganzpi.org website and explore.
Like the ESRAG LinkedIn page

Project Research Volunteers
We need volunteers to help do desktop research (a great COVID activity)
and help develop a register of Environmental Sustainability Projects in the
ANZPI region.
We also need volunteers to fill out our Project Forms
so we can add these projects to our Projects
Portfolio.
E: esraganzpi@gmail.com
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