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CLUB PROGRAM
Date
Wednesday 22 September 2021
Wednesday 29 September 2021

Theme
 “David’s Journey” ... Dr David Mutoro
Di North will introduce Dr Mutoro & extend a vote of thanks


“The Men’s Table Project” ... Michael Collins
Helen Hasan will introduce Michael Collins & extend a vote of thanks



“The Rescue of Afghan Colleagues” - Glenn Kolomeitz, lawyer attached to the
Australian Special Forces in Afghanistan
Aditya Ghose will introduce Glenn Kolomeitz & extend a vote of thanks

Monday 11 October 2021



Board Meeting

Wednesday 13 October 2021




TBA
Call for nominations for the Club’s 2022/2023 executive positions



“Lift the Lid on Mental Illness” – Cheryl Deguara from Australian Rotary Health
+ We may also have another very special guest ... stay tuned!



“Falling Off the Perch” – Graham Lancaster, Lawyer
Albert Cachia will introduce Graham Lancaster & extend a vote of thanks

Wednesday 3 November 2021



TBA

Monday 8 November 2021



Board Meeting

Wednesday 10 November 2021



TBA



“Drive to the Future – Join the Electric Vehicle Revolution” – Climate & Peace
Forum webinar. Members & friends can register HERE .

Wednesday 6 October 2021

Wednesday 20 October 2021
Wednesday 27 October 2021

Tuesday 16 November 2021
Wednesday 17 November 2021

 Annual General Meeting – President Joanne Glaser


“Rotary Foundation” – Mark Anderson, Senior Coordinator, International Fund
Development, Rotary International

Wednesday 1 December 2021



TBA

Wednesday 8 December 2021



TBA

Monday 13 December 2021



Board Meeting

Wednesday 15 December 2021




TBA
Last meeting for 2021 ahead of a three week Christmas/New Year break

Wednesday 5 January 2022




TBA
First meeting of 2022

Wednesday 24 November 2021

ATTENTION MEMBERS
In an effort to maintain an interesting speaker program with a variety of topics, members are asked to assist the committee
fill a few vacancies over the course of the next couple of months. Dates where assistance is needed include 13/10, 3/11,
10/11, and possibly 1/12 & 8/12 (NB. We are endeavouring to have both Mitchell St Clair-Glover [ARH PhD Research
student] and Abigail Leplaw [RCWW John Chaplin Memorial Scholarship recipient] update members in early December).
If you know of any potential speakers, please contact Bruce Inglis, Aditya Ghose or Phil Peckman.

Tonight’s guest speaker – Dr David Mutoro PHF
Dr David Baraza Mutoro’s career can be seen in three parts; Education, Fisheries, and Rotary.
He was born in the western part of Kenya, East Africa and travelled around the world to complete his
education:
• Kenya 1980 (A-level/Year 12)
• India 1981-1987 (BSc. & MSc.), Rajasthan and Raipur Universities
• New Zealand Auckland University in PhD (Awarded World Bank Scholarship)
• Japan 1999-2002 Kyoto University Post-Doctoral (Awarded JSPS Fellowship)
David’s journey is associated with his education and support from many volunteers along the way.
The volunteers were missionaries, peace-corps (Youth from Western Countries as Teachers in Africa), local churches,
communities, etc.
Since 2005 to date, David has taught science and numeracy in several TAFE NSW colleges in the Sydney Region. Now
he is based at Gymea TAFE NSW College in the Sutherland Shire.
David joined Rotary in 2008, is a past president of Balmain and Kings Cross Rotary Clubs.
With the support of RAWCS as well as Balmain and Kings Cross Rotary Clubs, David raised funds that bought a Patient
Transport Vehicle for his village in Western Kenya.
He is now an Assistant Governor for Western Harbour Rotary Clubs and recently received Paul Harris Fellow recognition
from his Kings Cross Rotary Club.
David speaks several languages including Luhya (his tribe), English, Swahili, Hindi, and can understand Japanese.
When retired, David intends to set up his own Global e-Learning facility online.

Report on last week’s meeting: Kerrie Hayes-Williams
Sergeant Barry Stevens our able chairman reminded members that September is Rotary Basic Education and
Literacy Month.
President Joanne Glaser extended a welcome as well as an acknowledgment and appreciation of the great support
from club members regularly attending our Zoom meetings throughout the pandemic.
Kerrie Hayes-Williams gave the reflection on bridging the divided between people as we emerge from COVID
restrictions and the importance of what Rotarians represent as builders of collaborative and supportive communities for
all.
Ray Lee proposed the international toast to acknowledge all the international peoples that live in Australia, their
contribution and influence that we enjoy and have permeated and formed our Australian culture today.
Di North (Club Foundation Chair) spoke of the ANZ conference where Ann Lee Hussey, District PolioPlus Chair
and a polio survivor herself spoke passionately about the eradication of Polio. She has made this focus and the
alleviation of suffering by polio survivor her life’s work. In the past 12 years she has actively participated in 25
volunteer National Immunization Days choosing to go to places such as Chad, Mali, Bangladesh, Niger, Nigeria, Egypt
and India where the need was greatest and where publicity and goodwill are in place. She shared her story carrying
the message of PolioPlus around the Rotary-world and beyond. Ann Lee is determined that no child will needlessly
have to suffer what she herself, as a polio survivor has been through. However, for all the immunizations, she
considers fundraising and public awareness essential to the eradication. Ann Lee’s work has earned her the
International Service Award for a Polio-Free World and the Rotary Service Above Self Award.
Di North also thanked members who have already donated $10 towards PolioPlus. 100% membership contribution
and our club will have the recognition of being a ‘End Polio Now Club’. This supports the work and promotion to
eradicate polio by Clem Renouf (Australian Rotarian). As an ‘End Polio Now’ club, our funds along with other Rotary
clubs will go towards the $50,000 needed that will be matched by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation for an
additional $100,000.

Aditya Ghose reiterated Bob Aitken’s (Rotarian and creator of the Clem Renouf Club) story and concerns for the
potential danger to PolioPlus workers particularly in Afghanistan. Aditya spoke of the attacks two and a half years ago
however this was by the Islamic state rather than the Taliban who are currently in control. Aditya presented the
complexities of the situation. He reflected on his experience and anxiety of terrorism growing up in India. Aditya
acknowledged the situation in Afghanistan is complex as is the continuation of immunization in the area. The Taliban
stated they would continue to support the PolioPlus project, however; questions remain about the dangers for aid
workers and whether this legitimises the government’s control.
A robust discussion followed with Rose Pope also concerned for the safety of aid workers in Afghanistan. Anne
Christensen noted that the goal of Rotary is as a non-political organisation and the success of eradicating polio to
date so that we need to continue with immunization despite the risks. And Albert Cachia stressed that saving lives
with immunization must be Rotary’s first priority. Milan Stanojevic also contributed by emphasising that aid workers
are aware of the potential dangers and make their own decisions about whether to go into these countries.
Rose Pope reported back from the Zone Aid Conference that the Peace Poles presentation was unfortunately not
viewed by attendees at this time.
Joanne Glaser outlined the following from last Monday’s Board Meeting:


Ella Drady has made an application to attend the National Youth Science Forum. Ella’s vocational goal is
become a doctor/surgeon and is very interested in science. This would be a joint application and funding support
from Dapto Rotary Club and our club.



Ken Potter noted that the Club has a candidate nomination for RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards).



In the Rotary Health News there is a strong focus on working to support mental wellbeing including addressing
mental illness and an opportunity to work with other clubs on this project.



District’s Digital Outreach Officer is available to work with members to demystify managing Zoom meetings and
understanding social platforms in general.



The Rob Edwards Environmental Platform was endorsed by the Board and we will transfer our environmental
information including our potential bee project to this platform. Discernment is needed when photographing
students in general. We are unable to use photos of students without parental permission so we need to be
careful on not infringing privacy of students. Bob Armessen noted that photos from Warrawong Primary School
were taken with permission from the students’ parents.



Members were thanked for donating to the Centurion Club whilst encouraging others to become members.



Jim and Anne Christensen were thanked for doing the shopping for the Wesley Mission this week.



Currently a District policy on the return to face-to-face Rotary meetings is being written however, clubs will need
to firstly comply with the Club’s venue protocols and compliance requests. A discussion emerged on the rights of
member either to ask others if vaccinated or to declare their vaccination state as well as the potential decision
around attending venues with or without double vaccination.



Legacy donation raised $700 and $300 from club funds was added to this to send a donation of $1000 to Legacy.

Dieter Glaser asked for interested members to form a committee to discuss the organisation of the Melbourne Cup
fundraiser.
Dennis (Simmo) Simpson spun the virtual raffle wheel. Winners were Phil Peckman, Lynne Simpson, Phil
Peckman again, which he kindly donated back, and the redraw saw Michael Crowley as the third winner.
Members were introduced to Phil Peckman’s new pup, Bodie (8 weeks old), online.
A question of the origins of the steam visible and rising from Milan Stanojevic iPad screen whilst on our Zoom
meeting to be clarified.
th

Congratulations to Ray and Jane Lee on their 48 wedding anniversary.
Joanne Glaser’s closing remarks thanked all members for attending and participating in the spirited discussions.

GREEN CONNECT ... a heart-warming & thought-provoking article contributed by Rose Pope
Two weeks into lockdown, we launched what we thought would be a nice little initiative to show a bit
of love to those doing it tough in our community. We thought we might be able to help a couple of
dozen people. We never dreamed it would get this big.
Nine weeks in, we have delivered 1,560 care packages, veg boxes, food hampers and frozen
meal packs to folks who are struggling in Wollongong and Shellharbour.
We have heard heartbreaking stories of hardship, of choosing between food and heating or food and medication because
finances are stretched so thin. We have heard from people who have always done it tough who weren't able to get support
from some of the usual places because services have been suspended during lockdown. We have also heard from people
who have never needed to ask for support and never thought they would - business owners, retail workers, hairdressers
and students.
We have been honoured to hear their stories, take a moment to connect over the phone, deliver emergency support
packages in the form of food, blankets, clothes, kid’s activities and more. We have been touched by the messages of
thanks we have received. We know that a few packages don't fix everything, but they're keeping people warm and fed and
reminding them that the world is full of kindness.
None of this would be possible without our beautiful community who have donated towards this campaign. Thank you,
thank you, thank you. You'll probably never meet the person you helped, but you chipped in anyway. Please know that you
have made a difference.
We'll keep these care packages going until restrictions ease. If you want to make a donation, or if you know someone in
need that you would like to nominate (including yourself), please head to the Green Connect website here.

Members Rose Pope, Rita Giampieri & Phil Peckman & friend, Di Reid, are regular volunteers at Green Connect

RIDE4ROTARY Newsletter from the R4R committee
Sponsors and supporters,
Welcome to the latest Ride4Rotary Illawarra E-Newsletter. We hope you all are in
good spirits and taking care during this especially challenging lockdown period.
Our Committee met this month to begin the formal planning and preparation of next
nd

year's event, scheduled for Sunday May 22 . By this time, we are expecting COVID
vaccination rates to be at a level that will not prohibit the event from going ahead,
although we will of course still have the 'Virtual Ride' option in place.
With much appreciation of your participation in 2021 raising over $70,000, we wanted to share some details around where
all money raised from Ride4Rotary goes and the very real impact it has on vulnerable and disadvantaged young people
throughout the Illawarra and South Coast in providing them with sustainable outcomes for life.
Southern Youth and Family Services Education, Employment and Training (EET) Programs focus on assisting
disadvantaged young people in the areas of -

1. Employment Skills
2. Personal Development
3. Selecting Training Courses & Applications
4. Educational Support
In 2020/2021, 45 clients participated in this program and of these 

36% identified as Aboriginal.



12% identified as NESB (Non English Speaking Background) or CALD (Culturally and Linguistically Diverse).



92% had experienced or suffered as a result of domestic violence, abuse or neglect.



84% presented with Mental Health issues.

After participating in the Network EET program 

94% began, maintained or returned to training.



48% began, maintained or returned to employment.



24% began, maintained or returned to education.

Further to this, 62% of clients achieved accredited training in this time through SYFS RTO Hospitality
Course. This program is a major factor in the EET Program's overall success and requires significant investment in
resources and equipment.
Of the 20 clients who enrolled in these short courses 

1 went back to University to complete further studies.



2 have worked within SYFS own Social Enterprise MET Cafe based at the Warilla Youth and Family Centre (with
one also enrolling in Cert III in Cookery).



7 clients are currently working within hospitality or another industry.

Leading up to next year's Ride4Rotary we will continue to provide you with information relating to SYFS EET Programs
and their outcomes, including specific Case Studies highlighting the positive impact your support has had on the lives of
these young people. Some important Ride4Rotary social media links are Facebook and Instagram.

ROSTERS
Please arrange your own substitute if you are not able to attend meetings
Charles Hotel Raffle
Date

Sergeant

Reflection & Scribe

Int. Toast***
Date

Team

22/09

P Roberts

B Inglis

D North

23/09

TBA

29/09

D North

R Lee

P Peckman

30/09

TBA

06/10

J Erickson

D North

M Phillips

07/10

TBA

13/10

R Lee

P Peckman

R Pope

14/10

TBA

20/10

A Ghose

M Phillips

K Potter

21/10

TBA

27/10

D Simpson

R Pope

D Quinlin

28/10

TBA

03/11

J Christensen

K Potter

P Roberts

04/11

TBA

10/11

B Stevens

D Quinlin

D Simpson

11/11

TBA

***Int. Toast: Each member to research and select their own Rotary-based international toast.

Team 1

Team 2

Jim Christensen

Marilyn Phillips

The Charles Raffle Thursday 6.00pm
Team 3
Team 4
Ken Potter

Barry Stevens

Team 5

Team 6

Arthur Booth

Dieter Glaser

A few facts and a bit of fun for the benefit of our members and friends.

